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To the Chriſtian 


[READ ER. 


Se EING traly fenfible how 

N fe 8 . . 
eh we forget our ſelves in 
time of Afflictions and Sick- 
nel and that to ſuffer 
like a Chriſtian, is on- 
1 No y 

M 5 that belongs to our Profeſ- 
Jon: I have therefore con- 
_ dluded that alittle Help will 
not at all be Unwelcome to any under theſe Tri- 
alt; and for that End have made à ſbort Col. 
lect ion of ſome Inſtruct ions and Devot ions, which 
I hope may be ſerviceable for the keeping up the 
Sirit of Chriſtianity under theſe Difficulties. 
The Holy Scriftures have furnifh'd a great Part 
of the Matter for this little Work 3 and befides 
this Thave made uſe of the following of Chriſt, 
Card. Bona, Alphonſus Rodericus, Para- 


A 2 diſus 


of the moſt difficult Tasks 
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4 To the Chriſtian Reader: 
diſus Animæ, c. all moſt approv'd Authors 
who have written on this Subject. Fit con- 
tributes any thing to the Relief of my Neighbour 
in his Diſtreſſes, tis a Charity T owe him, and 
will be no leſs a Comfort to me than to him. If 
it Helps him to prepare for a good End, "tis what 
T wiſh him with all my Soul; having Recom- 
_ mended nothing to him, but as J * for my 
ſelf; and ſo may I be found at my laſt Hour. 
Iam ſenfible the Help T here offer him, is not 
fuch as I could deſire, and for this Reaſon it 
has been laid by for ſome Tears, in Expectat ion 
of ſomething more compleat appearing from a bet- 
ter Hand; but ſince nothing comes forth to an- 
[wer my Deſire, and ſomething ſeems wanting, 
I now Publiſh this, being perſuaded that ſuch as 


are in Diſtreſs, will be contented with this Help, 


till they are provided with better. 


INS T RUCTIONS 


AND 

DEVOTIONS 

. rok Tux 
AFFLICTED, G. 


Q. HAT i 4 Chriſtian to 
do in time of Sadneſs 
and Affliction? | 
A. He ought to have 
Recourſe to God, and 


ſeek Comfort in him: | 


For that being a time of T+j4/; what ſhould 
he do but beg Strength from above; that 
ſo being call'd forth into the Field of Bat- 
tle, he may not fail in the Combat : *Tis 
God has promigd to be the Comforter of 
the Aﬀicted, the Protector of the Wi- 
dow, of the 1 and the Diſtreſs'd : 

And to whom ſhould a Chriſtian in theſe 


A 3 Strejghts 
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| nima Med, Soul was 
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6 nſt ruct ions for the Aff icted. 
Streights turn himſelf, but to him, who is 


the Fountain of all Mercy, and Comfort ? 
This is the Command God has given him 


by the Prophet David, Pſ. 46. 18. Call upon 
mne, lays the Almighty, in the Day of Tribu- 


lation, and I will deliver thee. And the good 
Effe& of this Expedient, the fame Royal 
Prophet experienc'd, when having in theſe 
Words laid open the Exceſs of Grief, that 
then oppreſs d his 2 Kenuit conſolari a- 
dejected, that it re- 
fusd all Comfort, he preſently ſets down the 
Cure, Memer fui Dei, & deleFatus ſum, 1455 
my Thoughts on God, and preſentiy I was 
with Foy. Exceſſtve Grief was his Diſt * 
per, and his Remedy Was in raiſing his 


Heart to God. 


Q. No Chriſtian can doubt but God is the moſt 


certain 25 of 72 Aſficted qpirit 3 but theres 


a great Diſfculty for a Soul in tim A; Trouble 
and Sadneſs to Tae i it 5 elf truly ke cage 
at that time tis detreſpd, and left down wr 
4 certain Wei 5 2 weakens the Spirits, and 
leaves it Kt Life: Tis then in Parł- 
weſs 3 and ſuch a 1 27 Cloud generally hang over 
I, that Gad is not then in its Sight © And how 
els he then raiſe himſel fn 10 bis Lord for Comfort 3 


Trouble, that ur him into the 

5 iy of „ ems 17 quite indiſpoſes him fer 

it, deawing # im withous Life, Mot ian 
an 5 1 | 

4. 'Tis 


uſtrutt ions for the Afflidted. 7 
A. Tis true, the Soul in thoſe Circum- 
ſtances is ſomething indiſpos'd, and thro? 
the Corruption of Nature more incl ind 
to lie down under the Weight it feels, 
than to raiſe it ſelf up, and ſeek for Re- 
lief: But this is a Weakneſs, a Chriſtian 
by no means ought to yield to; but in- 
ſtead of this he ſhould chuſe rather to uſe 
Violence with himſelf and force Nature 
and Inclinat ion to yield to Duty: He is then 
to ſummon up all the Courage he has, 
quicken his ſinking Spirits, and make Head 
againit the Enemy, who is then throwing 
im into Darkneſs and Chains. Such ſea- 
ſonable Endeayours as theſe will make an 
entire Change in the Soul ; ſo that, where- 
as it ſeem'd wholly ind iſpoꝰ d, through diſ- 
quiet and Trouble, for the ſeek ing its God, 
it ſhall now, being thus excited, run to 
Aim with greater Life, and pour forth it- 
ſelf in Prayers with more than ordinary 


4 -/ 


Fervour, 
Q. I would gladly be inform'd how this 
might be, ſince meeting with Troubles, Croſſes | 
and Diſquiets ſo often, 't would be fome Sit is- | 
Faction, did I but know how to make them turn 


| 
to ſo good Account. | 
A. There are few but know how to do 
it, but they are unwilling to take the f 
Pains, it cannot be done without ſome 1 
ſtruggling and reſiſting the Bent of Na- 
i'd A 4 ture; 
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8 iſtruct ions for the Aflifted, 


leaſt to abate the Storm. A little Read in 


ture; and this being difficult in that State, 
when the Spirits are weakned and caſt 
down; few have Courage to attempt it, 
and ſo they neglect to make uſe of thoſe 
Means, which otherwiſe they will, know 


would be Beneficial to them. For this Rea- 


ſon a good Friend is very neceſſary at that 
Time, who, by laying before them the 
true Motives of Chriſtian Peace, Patience 
and Reſignation, may help to give them 


new Life, and encourage them to go on 


in their Duty. But becauſe ſuch a help can- 
not be ſo often at Hand as our frequent 
Troubles and Diſturbances of Mind re- 


quire, therefore it is fit every Chriſtian _ 


ſhould be provided with ſome Book,which 


may be proper in theſe Circumſtances to 
ſuggeſt to him ſuch good Thoughts, as 


may contribute to his Peace, and help at 


is very ſerviceable in this Caſe, and a y 
Preparative to diſpoſe the Heart for Pray- 


er. And becauſe nothing can be more ef- 
fectual, than to underſtand the Nature of 
Tribulation, and the Reaſons why God is 


pleasd to viſit us with Afflictions, I'll 
here, in the firſt Place, lay theſe before you, 


and then furniſh you with ſome ſhort 


Leſſons out of the beſt Authors on this Sub- 


ject, and Prayers, which you may make Uſe 
of, according as you find them to your 


Purpoſe. 
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Inſt ruct ions for the Mficted. 9 
Purpoſe. And this Method I hope you'll 
find to be ſome Relief in your Trouble. 
Of Tribulation, and the Reaſon why God fer- 
. 

O lay a good Foundation in this Af- 
fair, every Chriſtian ought to im- 
5 print well in his Mind, and often re- 
flect on theſe great Truths which Faith 
; teaches us, viz. I. That, as God has creat- | 
ed all Things; ſo he at all Times, and even 
at preſent, ordains, appoints, and governs 
all. 2. That nothing happens, whether lit- 
tle or great, proſperous or afflict ing, with- 
out his Providence. 3. That whatever 
comes to paſs in the whole World, ge 
thereby exerciſes either his Juke or his 
Mercy. 4. That no Creature has any Pow- 


er, but what comes from him; ſo that they 
are all to be look'd on as the Inſtruments | 
or Miniſters of his Decrees (being accord- 
ing to the Expreſſion of Scripture, as the Ax 
in the Hand of him that cuts, or as a Staff of him || 

that ſtrikes) or at leaſt permitted by them. 

The due Confideration of theſe Truths 
by Chriſtians will lay a good Ground, for | 
their receiving all Troubles with a peace- {| 
able and reſign'd Mind. For having con- {| 
fider'd God as the Sovereign Lord and Go- 
vernor of all, and his Will as the Supreme 
Juſt ice, they would hence conclude that it 
is at he ſhould Reign, and we obey ; that 
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10 Inſtruct ions for the Micted. 
it is his Part to appoint; direct and guide, 
ang ours to 155 5 at we o he in all 
Things to contorm our ſelves to his Will. 
and 1 expect that he ſhould bre to 
ours; that his Will being always Juſt, al- 
ways Holy, it is alſo always Adorable, al- 
ways Worthy of our Submiſſon and Love, 
however the Effects thereof prove harſh 
and troubleſome : For that only .ſuchSouls, 
as are Unjuſt, can.find Fault with uhat ſu- 
ſtice it ſelfdoes, whilſt the Pious and Good, 
under all Extremities and 57 allRepug- 
nancies of Nature, ever cry out with the 


Prophet, Nanne Deo ſulijecta erit anima meaꝰ My 


Soul, wilt thau got ſubmit thy ſelf to God? To 
vhom art thoꝝ to de ſubjected, but to him? 


_ This Conſideration, of the Will of 
God acting in every Creature, will put 
Chr ĩſt ians upon looking beyond Cxea- 
tures in all their Diſappointments and 

croſs Events of Things; tw ill make them 
take notice not only of the Rod, that 
ſtrikes and chaſtiſes, but more particular- 

ly have regard to the Hand, that manages, 
and the Will that directs it; and this will 
be a great Step, in order to a laſt ing in- 
ward Peace. For if Chr iſtians diſcern'd 
God every where, and look'd on him 
through all his Creatures, if they ſaw it 
is he, that gives them all the Force they 
have; that it ische, who puts in Executr 
p. . 


r < : 


Inſtruct ions for the Aflicted 11 
on his Eternal Decrees; the Sight of this 
uſt ice and Power would give a Check to 
all their Complaints, their Murmurings 
and Impatience. For which of them, in 
his Preſence, dare ſay, they deſerve NnOr 
What they ſuffer? Who could have any o- 
ther Senriments, than thoſe which made 
Holy David fay, Obmutui & humiliatus ſum, 
quoniam tu feciſti, I held my Peace, and was 
- bumbled, becauſe it was thou, Lord, that di it 
bis? There's nothing of all that happens 
to us, but what our Lord either permits | 
or does, and who can ſay, it is not well? 
We may Humble our ſelves under his 
Scourge 3 but if we complain, what is this, 
but for Duſt and Aſhes to ſet it ſelf up a- 
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ga inſt the Almighty, and queſtion, if not 
' ſtrive, to reverſe his Decrees ? [| 

Thus if we kept our Eyes ever fix*d on | 
this Firſt Cauſe of all Events, how would || 
this help to moderate and compoſe al! 
Diſfquiets of our Minds! How ſhould we 
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then ſee in all Evils, Misfortunes and In- 
juſtices, the 175 Chaſtiſements of Men's 
Sins ? That all is equitable and holy, both || 
in regard of God orda in ing all things, and 
in. reſpect of Men, on whom his Decrees 
are executed; ſo that tho' the Miniſters |! 
of this over-ruling Will, through their 
own Depravedneſs, may be guilty of In- 
juſtice, yet the ir Injuſtice hinders BY | 
WUar: 
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12 Inſtructions for the Mficted. 
What they do, from proving juſt and e- 

quitable to thoſe that ſtiffer r. 
In this Manner the diſcovering the 
Finger of God's Juſtice, touching us in 
every Trouble, may be as a Lenitive to 
take off the Sharpneſs of ſuch Paſſions, as 
in thoſe Circumſtances are too apt to af- 
fect and diſquiet the Mind. For tho? Na- 
ture be then ſo uneaſie as to be inclin'd 
to rebel, yet upon diſcerning the Will of 
God and his Juſtice, even in the ſevere 
Trials, muſt it not then neceſſarily be o- 
ver-aw'id by that Sovereign Power, and 
| force itſelf to a Compliance with thoſe 
Orders, which cannot be controuPd > And 
- where it falls into Murmuring, Impatience 
and Deject ion, it ſoon experiences that all 
this is only adding to that Bucthen, 
which is already its Aggrievance, but can 
be no Remedy at all of the Evil. 

It may be a farther Relief if we refle& 
on ſome other Reaſons, why God is 
pleagd to viſit us with Afflict ions: As 
firft, that by theſe bitter Potions we may 
be wean'd from the Things of this World, 
that our Affett ions may be taken off from 
theſe fad ing Objects, and fix'd on a more 
laſt ing Good; that we may be contented, 
if not deſire, to be diſſolv'd, and releas d 
from this Baniſhment and Vale of Tears. 
Ihis was che Bleſſing which n A 
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Inſtructions for the Aﬀficted. 13 
nied that ſevere Oppreſſion of the Jrae- 
lites in Egypt, who being tired and quite 
broken with their Slavery, began to cry 
aloud to God, and deſire to be ſet at Li- 
&berty, and were thus prepar'd for the 
Land of Promiſe. How much do we 
"ſtand in need of Burthens, that we may 
be thus tired with our Slavery? The 
. World, fays St. Auguſtine, bitter and un- 
- eaſie as it is, is yet lov'd 3 what would 
it then be, did all things ever ſucceed to 

our Wiſh? If thus we greedily catch at 
and embrace its Thorns, what ſhould we 
do, did it every where abound with Flow- 
ers? May not there then be very great 
Bleflings thus convey'd to us, under what 
we often complain of as our greateſt 
Misfortunes, while we are thus brought 
to be diſguſted with the World,. and 
made more willing to leave it? of which 
God knows how vicioufly fond we might 
be, how our Heart and Aﬀections might 
be wholly poſſeſs'd with it, did every 
Thing prove favourable in it. 
- 2dl, If we conſider that Afff ict ions are 
an Exerciſe, by which God tries the juſt, 
and makes Proof of their Fidelity. Tis 
an eaſy thing in Words to make Profeſ- 
ſion of kf oc and loving God, but the 
Sincerity of this Profeſſion then appears, 
when Temptation or Tribulation begin 


14 Inſtrudt ions for the Afficted. 

to make their Aſſaults; then it is, the 
Faithful Servant is diſcover'd ; when he 
continues ſtedfaſt under his Trial, when 
he ſtands firm and unmoy*'d, notwithſtand- 


ing all Diſquiets and Oppoſition, and lets 


nothing, however troubleſome, force him 
from his Duty, or in the leaſt divide him 
from his Lord. For as Gold is try'd in 
the Fire, ſo are the juſt try'd in Afflict ions. 
'This it was, the Angel taught Toby, Be- 
cauſe thou waſt acceptable to God, ſays 
he, therefore it was neceſſary he ſhould 
make Proof of thy Fidelity. 'This was 
the Reaſon why this holy Man was viſit- 
ed with Blindneſs. And under this Tri- 
al may Chriſtians eſteem themſelves, as 
often as they perceive Tribulations to 
ariſe againſt them. : 


za, If we reflect that the Rod and Cor- 
refion give Wiſdom; that theſe are often the 
Means, by which Gofl opens the Eyes of 
blind and perverſe -Sinners, ſoftens the 
obſtinate, and quickens the ſtupid and 
dull: Twas by this Expedient Nebuchado- 
ntſor came to the Knowledge of the Ever- 
living God; *twas by the ſame the Prodigal 
Sun became ſenſible of his Miſery, and firſt 
thought of returning to his Father. How 
many Sinners have been recla im'd by this 
Way ? And how many are now Saints 
in Heaven, who muſt conſeſs, Sickneſs, 
as e 


Tnſtructzons for the Afficted. 15 
Poverty Of dai to have been the 
happy Occ: ry e guroing hen pes 
that Way 2 hat, ha y not been 
thus awakened, they might have for ever 
flept on in Neath! 

&thbly, If we obſerve that Sufferin ng 
Troubles ae Patience is a moſt effectu 
Means for mu aining Pardon of Sin. For 
God is full of Compaſſan and Mercy, and in the 
Day ef Tribulation he wif forgive 18 9 


And therefore Pauid being conſcious 
his Guilt, and oy wigs 8. o beneßclel 
Afflict ion might be to him, in order to 


the mak ing hes — "wh God, and be- 
ing difcharg'd from * Sin, openly made 
this Profeſſion, Ego ad flagella paratus ſum, 
I am waiting for AMiction 3 I am prepar- 
ed for the Scourge, I know I have offend- 
ed, and am ſenſible the Chaſtiſements of 
God are the moſt effectual Means for re- 
ſtoring me to his Favour. What Chri- 
ſtian is there, that lies not under the 
Guilt of ſame Sin; and if he any ways 
conceives how injurious this is to his 
Soul, ought not he ever to be prepar'd, 
wich David, for the Scourge, willingly-to 
accept of all Trouble as the Remedy of 
his Evil, and never complain of the Cru- 
elty of the Surgeon's Hand, who Cuts that 
he may Cure, and thus ſtrives to prevent 


the 
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16 Inſt ructions for the Aflicted. 
the Paticnr's greater Miſery, and hinder his 
periſhing under the Filth of his Sores. 
With theſe, and ſuch other Conſidera- 
tions, ought every Chriſtian to be well 
furniſh'd, by the daily reading of Good 
Books, that ſo he may be ever prepar'd 
for making a good Uſe of all Troubles, 
and turning them to the beſt Advantage. 
How great a Help would jt be to us, if 
in all Diſappe intments, Injuſtices and Af- 
flictions, we could ever behold the Sove- 
reign Will of God, and the Decrees of his 
Fuſtice > Who would not then ſtrive to 
make Nature ſtoop to his Orders, and go 
on, without complaint, in that Way 
where he leads? And if we could eyer 
bear in mind, that the Evils, we ſuffer, arc 
to preſerve us from the Snares of this 
World, for the Encreaſe of our Patience 
and Humility, for the Trial of our Fide- 
lity, to make us ſenſible of our Weakneſs, 
. underſtand our ſelves, and to deliver us 
from thoſe Sins, which otherwiſe might 
be our Eternal Ruin; how ſhould we pre- 
ſerve a chearful Heart under all Sufferings, 
and from the Proſpect of ſo manifold a 
Good ever bear up under Trials with Cou- . 
rage and Comfort? Weare usd to ſub- 
mit to many little Inconveniencies, when 
theſe are the Price of a more valuable 


Good; and ſhould not we then labour to 
arrive 
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Inſtructions for the Afflicted. 17 
arrive to that Chriſtian Temper, as to e- 
ſeem all the Afflict ions of this World but 
as little Inconveniencies, when, behold- 
ing Eternal Miſery and Happineſs before us, 
we ſee theſe may be a Means to reſcue us 
from the one, and purchaſe the other? It 
we were ſo placed, as to have Hell flames 
juſt behind us, and before us all thoſe 
Troubles we now. meet and complain of 
as grievous; how chearfully ſhould we run 
through all theſe, ſo to be at a greater 
| Diſtance from that devouring Fire, and 
ſecure us againſt its more important Ter- 
rors? If we had a more lively and con- 
ſtant Apprehenſion of this Place of Tor- 
ments; our greateſt Afflict ions, we ſuffer 
here, would appear as nothing. Then 
ſhould we eſteem the Terms very eaſie and 
comfortable, if for the Patient undergo- 
ing theſe our ſhort-liv'd and paſſing Tri- 
als, we were to eſcape thoſe, which are 
to endure for ever; eſpecially too, if the 
gaining Heaven be added to the Conditi- 
ons; how ſhould we then be more eaſie 
and contented under all Affl ict ions, ſub- 
mit to them with a more reſigned Will, 
and never permit our ſelves to be dejeftted | 
and ſink down as under a Burthen, or give 
way to Melancholy and Sadneſs, but ever 
MM: preſerve an even and eaſy Mind (which 
is indeed the great Duty of a 8 
— 4 1 
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18 Inſtructions for the Afflicted. 
from the aſſured Hopes of the good Effect 
of ſuch Trials, and the happy Fruit to 
be expected from them: | 

Of Sadneſs. 

Q. A" D will not you allow a Chriſtian then 
to be Troubled at thoſe Loſſes and Aﬀiidi- 
on that befall him, which fometimes 
are ſo very ſevere, as to make the greatelt Cou- 

rage and Reſolution yield and give way? 
A. T'l tell you; I don't expect Chri- 
ſtianity ſhould deſtroy Nature, but I 
would have them to moderate and go- 
yern it, and by holding the Reins preyent 
its running into Exceſſes, to which it 
violently bends. A tender Mother muſt 
be allow'd to mourn and ſhed ſome Tears 
at the Death of her Children; and as the 
. ſtouteſt Man muſt be allow'd to be dil- 
composd and cry out at any violent and 
ſudden Blow that is given him; ſo in the 
beſt of Chriſtians there will be ſome Un- 
eaſineſs, Disquiet and Grief, at thoſe many 
Misfortunes and ſtrange Accidents, which 
often happen in the World: But then 
his Care muſt be ſo prudently to moder- 
rate theſe Natural and ſudden Paſſions, 
as not to let them get Poſſeſſion of his 
Heart, and ſeize him in ſuch a manner 
with Sadneſs and Melancholy, that he be- 
comes no longer Maſter of himſelf: For 
tho? moderate Grief be Natural and Ra- 
; _ tional 
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tional, yet the Exceſs of it is Vicious, and 
by no Means warrantable on any score 
in a good Chriltian, but to be avoided as 
2 moſt dangerous Evil. 5 

Q. Why is Sadneſs and exceſſive Grief ſo 
. © dangerous? 5 | 

N A. Becauſe when it cqmes to that de- 
I gree, jt is like other violent and vicious 
Paſſions, uſurps upon Reaſon and Religi- 
on, takes the Command out of their 
Hands, and keeps a Man in a very uneaſy 
Slavery. 2. Becauſe it very much indiſpo- 
fes a Chriſtian, renders him unfit for eve- 
ry Duty, makes him nauſeate his Prayers, 
- | fo that he either fays them without Re- 
lich, often leaves them unfiniſh'd, or quite 
Th : them by: And for other Exerciſes and 
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| igations how many Delays and Putt- 
| || offs? Permitavit anima mea fre tædio. His 
Soul x5 Dy ouſy and aſleep, thinks but litt ſe. and 
does nothing; ſo that there's a Kind of a 
Stop put to the whole Affair of his Soul. 
3. Becauſe it expoſes him to evident Snares 
of the Enemy, and many dangerous Temp: 
tations, and often draws him into Sin; ſo 
that, it may be, there's no other Indiſpo- 
fition of the Soul ſo Serviceable to the De- 
vil, as this. sub umbra dormit 3 when 
2 Chriſtian Soul is clouded with this ſort 
of Darkneſs. and Confuſion, 'tis in this 
Darkneſs the Devil makes his Neſts . 
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that while in other Temptations he makes 


ſome Paſſes and Attempts, and often goes 
by, in this he takes up his Reſt, and pre- 
tends to it as a ſecure Poſſeſſion. Sub um- 
bra dormit 3 ſo that if at any Time he in- 
vites into à Soul ſeven other Spirits 
worſe than himſelf, there's Danger of it's 
being ſo here. For as the Pſalmiſt ſays, Po- 


ſuiſti tenebras & facta eſt nox, in ipſa pertran- 


fubunt omnes beſtiæ ſiluæ. When the Night 
comes on, and Darkneſs covers the Earth, 
then it is the Serpents and all the wild 
Beaſts forſake their Holds, and go abroad 
for Prey: So here, when Grief and Sadneſs, 
haye brought Night upon a Soul, and co- 
ver'd it with Darkneſs, then the Old Ser- 
pent with other Fiends come abroad and 
ſecurely prey upon all the Good that can 
be found in it. Hence it is that a Chriſti- 
an, in theſe Circumſtances of Grief, is io 
eaſily moy'd to Paſſion, becomes peeviſh 
upon every light Provocation, and gives 
Trouble to all about him. Hence Jealou- 
ly ariſes, Suſpicion, and Malice: Hence 
ſpring many va in and unreaſonable Fears; 
hence Diſorder and Confuſion; and hence 


it is he often acts ſo contrary to all the 
Rules of Reaſon and Diſcretion, that he 


ſeems to make good what the Scripture 
ſays, Non eſt 2225 ubi 0 amarit udo; where 
Melancholy and Excels of Sadneſs have 


„ 


Q mh mx rH, pa ops ry Wt ob 0 99 ho aA... I. 


got 


— 


Inſtraf ions for the Aff icted. 21 
got Poſſeſſion, there Reaſon, and Judg- 
ment are much prejudiced, if not caſt out 
of Doors. WE 5 
And is it not this Temper, the Devil 
makes Uſe of to drive Men into Deſpair, 
filling them with ſuch Diſmal and ter- | 
rifying Thoughts, that they ſeem to 1 
think themſelves excluded from all the 1 
Mercies of God, and that as for them 
there's no hopes of Pardon. No body is ſo 
bad as they, ever runs in their Mind; and 
behold ing no good in themſelves, God's 
Goodneſs is likewiſe hid from their Eyes? 
But where this Game will not take, and 
that he cannot force them to quit their 
Confidence in God; how does he then im- 
portune them, to ſeek Comfort in Dan- 
| ar Diverſions and Delights, and un- 
er the Pretext of relieving the Spirits, 
turns the Thoughts upon ſuch objects, 
as atterwards prove deſtructive toall Good- 
nels, Piety and Chriſtianity > How many 
temperateMenhave hence run into all man- 
ner of Exceſs? How many into Licentiouſ- 
neſs, and thus to cure Melancholy, have 
hy degrees laid afide both Religion, and 
{| Reaſon? In this manner our Spiritual E- 
nemy takes Advantage of this ſeemingly 
harmleſs Indiſpoſition of the Mind, and 
from ſo Inconſiderable a Beginning, too 
often brings Ruin upon the Whole 


. / AMBER. A ed SSR 


— 
0 


— 
* 


Q ＋ 


22 Inſtructions for the AMfirted. 
Q. If rhis be the Ciſe of $4dheſs and ela- 
choly, that it is the Root of ſo mam Evil tis 4 
very dangerous Diſtemper indeed. But hop ſhalt 
4 Chriſtian fence himſelf againſt it, ani fo 1M4- 

ny Misfortunes, which often come to hit Lot? 
A. Chriſtianity has no other Defence 
dgainſt it, beſides Prayer and laborious En- 
deavours, which it preſcribes as proper to 
be made uſe of againſt ſiith an Enemy. 
And therefore as Often as any Biſpoſiti- 
ons, or Inclinations begin to appear on 
the Mind, tending towards Sadneſs; a 
good Chriſtian ought preſently to be fear- 
ful and jealous, as of an approaching E- 
nemy, and ſo take the Alarm, as to excite 
in himſelf all poſſible Courage to make 
Head againſt, and totally Wy them he- 
fore they gather ſtrength. He ought then 
to ſtand careful on his Guard, and make 
the ſame Reſiſtance as àga inſt the fouleſt 
of all Temptations for tho? nothing of 
Sin appears, yet there's that, which makes 
way for all Sin; for as Chriſt had his A- 
oftles, whom he ſent before; promiting 
e would follow after them; ſo the Devi 
has his Apoſtles, whom he ſends to pre- 
pare his way before him; and amongſt 
theſe $zdneſs muſt have its Place, as being 
but too often his forerunner. What then 
ſhould a Chriſttan do, when it begins to 
ſhew it ſeif, but on the one ſide ſtand up 
; A 1 
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in his own Defence, labour, reſiſt and fight 
againſt it, and have recourſe to all thoſe 
Motives 2 for encouraging him to 
Patience, Submiſſion, Reſignation; look 
on the end of his Calling, the Obligation 
of Chriſtianity, the Deſert of his Sins, the 
Examples of the Saints, and of their Lea- 
der, Chriſt our Lord, the Reward of Pa- 
tient Suffering, and Puniſhment of Impa- 
tience; and on the other fide, have re- 
courſe to Heaven by Prayer, and by pious 
Reading of good Books, fo to comfort 
and ſtrengthen his Mind, that, however he 
may have Misfortunes enough to diſturb 
and put him into ſome Diſorder for the 
Preſent, yet he deliver not himſelf up to 
Dejectionand Melancholy, but ever ſtrug- 
gle with the Evil, and not omit to caſt up 
tome Thoughts towards Heaven, even in 
the greateſt Extremity; till by degrees 
he ſo recover the Dominion of himſelf, 
and Command of his Paſſion, as readily 
to ſubmit to the Decrees of God's Juſtice, 
and with Chearfulneſs embrace his Will. 

Q: Well, if yielding to Sadneſs may not be al- 
low'd to the Unfortunate, may it not be permit- 
ted at leaſt to thoſe Pious Chriſtians, who grieve 
not for this World, but for the next; not for them- 
ſelves, but for God, whom they earneſtly deſire to 

Ive, and love above all things? There are many, 

YH whaſe buyineſs is the Salvation of their * wa 

| | | boſe 
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whoſe Wiſhes are to pray frequently, to Repent 
heartily, to forſake every thing that ean poſſibly 
render them diſpleafing to God: And yet while 
they are labouring to go on in this Courſe, they 
meet with ſo many. Diſtractions, ſuch frequent 
_ Temptations, and ſo often fall into theſe Weak- 
neſſes and Offences, which they propos dito avoid, 
that all things ſeem to go backward with them. 
And how can theſe chuſe but lament theſe their 
fruitleſs Endeavours, while they ſee, in ſtriving 
to come nearer God, they go farther from him? 
Surely if they Love God, they muſt needs be Trou- 
bled at the many Hindrances they find in his Ser- 
vice 3 and if they offend him, certainly it muſt be 
allow'd them, to grieve for their Sins. 

A. Tis true, if ever Grief be allowable 
in a Chriſtian, it muſt be for Sin: but 
this Grief for Sin is very different from 
that Sadneſs and Melancholy, of which we 
have hitherto ſpoken. For while we are 
commanded to repent of our Sins, and be 
heartly troubled for having offended God, 
ſee what kind of Trouble, this is : This 
is a holy Trouble, a Trouble that- is Obe- 
dient, Aﬀable, Humble, Meek, accompa- 
nied with Sweetneſs and Patience; a Trou- 
ble, which inſtead ofdiſcouraging the Soul, 
chears it up, and incites it ſeriouſly to ap- 
ply ſuch Remedies as are moſt effeCtual for 
preventing all manner of Relapſe; that is, 
ipurs it forward to Penance and Prayers, 
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to Vigilance and Labour. This is the Trou- 
ble of a contrite Heart, to which the holy 
Scriptures and the Church ſo often invite 
us; this is the true Chriſtian Mourning, 
which Chriſt has promis'd to reward with 
Bliſs. While Sadneſs and Melancholy 
have quite other Effects, ever rendering 


the Soul ſtupid and dull, froward and harſh, ww 


taking off all reliſh from Prayer, and o- 
ther Exerciſes of Penance, difſuading her 
from mak ing uſe of them; as being likely 
to have no Effect in her, whoſe Evils are 
not to be remedied. Thus theſe betray 
themſelves to be Evil Paſſions of a diſtem- 
per'd Mind, and no Virtues, whilſt they 
incline it ſo contrary to all the Princi- 
ples of Reaſon and Religion, extinguith 
Hope, and are ſo injurious to the Good- 
neſs of God; And therefore as often as a 
Chriſtian obſerves theſe Motions within 
him, with a ſort of Dulneſs and Dejection 
ſtealing on his Spirits, however it be pre- 
tended for his Unworthineſs, and the Foul- 
neſs of his Sins, he ought immediately to 
uſe Endeavours for the ſhaking it off, give 
no Credit to all the fair Colours and Pre- 
texts, under which it preſents itſelf; but 
conclude it to be all Impoſture ; and tho? 
there bea great Trouble and Diſquiet on 
the Mind, and all pretended for Sin, 188 
il! to ſuſpect oe tis more Indiſpoſiti- 
. Soon on 
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28 Inſtructions for the Afflicted, 
on and Diſtemper, than true Repentance. 
For true Repentance takes another 
Way, it firſt indeed repreſents the Sins of 
the Penitent, as contrary to God's Good- 
neſs, to his Will and expreſs Command; 
it ſhews them in God's Juſtice, to be con- 
demn'd of Inſolence, Ingratitude and In- 
Jace: Hence it excites in his Heart a 
rouble and Sorrow for his Unwothi- 
neſs to ſo good a God: But then, Scondh, 
It never fails to point towards the Inf- 
nite Mercy and Goodneſs of his heavenly 
Father, which is ever ready to Pardon 
thoſe yery Sins, upon his repenting and 
forlaking them; and here, upon this Proſ- 
pect and Aſſurance flows a certain Com- 
Fort upon the Soul, not removing the 
Trouble for having offended, but ſo ſweet- 
ning it, as to inſpire the Mind with new 
Life and Courage, and puſh it forward to 
a chearful Undertaking and Performance 
of whatever 1s proper for making his Peace 
with God: ſo that this true Penitential 
Sorrow forSin is ever accompanied with 2 
certain ſpiritial comfort and Joy, ariſing 
from the Encouragement of God's Mercy: 
And therefore as thoſe, who ſeem to re- 
pent of Sin, and have not that true Sor- 
row as they ought, are wanting in the 
Confideration of Gad*sGoolneſs, which they 
have abus'd, and of his Fuftice, which 8 
3 y 
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have provok'd; ſo likewiſe they who with 
the Trouble and Sorrow, of having offended, 
have not this interiour Comfort, are moſt 


certainly wanting in the Conſideration 


of his Mercy, and in the Confidence they ought 
to repoſe in him. | 


Thus comfort ever attends the Trouble of 
a true Penitent, and bearing up his Spi- 


rits, hinders him from falling into Dejec- 
tion of Mind: And a like Comfort he e- 
ver preſerves,notwithſtanding all theSnares 


by which the Devil Labours to caſt him 


down, and draw him into the Darkneſs of 
Melancholy, For if the Thoughts of his fre- 
quent Failings, of his not. being true to his good 
Purpoſes, &c. preſs on him, and begin to 


ſeize him with Terror, he forthwith endea- Bl} 


yours not to loſe his Interjour Peace, but 
ſeriouſly reſolves to uſe the beſt ofhis Care 
for the future, to prevent the like ; repents 
of them, as they are an Offence againſt Got 3 
but as they are Troubleſome to himſelf, re- 
ſolves to bear them with Patience, know- 


ing it his Duty to bear Patiently with his 


own Defects, as well as with thoſe of o- 
thers: Thus has he a Zea! for Fuftice, which 
makes him hate his Sins, and that Patience 
which wakes him ſuffer the Trouble of them: 
Thus he wages a continual War againſt 
his Imperfections, and nevertheleſs ſo 
bears with himſelf and them, as not to 
Cs it Five 
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28 Inſtrutions for the Aflicted. 
give himſelf up to ee and Diſ- 
couragementz ſtriving ever to be Content 
with that Meaſure of Grace, God is pleas'd 
to beſtow on him: And concluding that 
Anxiety and Piguet of Mind, to which he 
obſerves himſelf naturally inclin'd on theſe 
Occaſions, to be nothing better than Paſſi- 
on, to be the Effect of Impatience and 
Pride, becauſe he is not ſo conſtant and 
regular as he would be. | 
Again, If he perceives himſelf to be in 
a State of Coldneſs and Inſenſibility, or 
that he is cloſely aſſaulted with all Sorts of 


Temptations, and diſquieting Thoughts, 


hat he cannot begin to Pray, Read, or 
Think of his Soul and Eternity, but pre- 
ſently a thouſand idle Fancies crowd a- 
bout him, quite d iſtracting his Mind, and 
that he cannot remedy this Ind iſpoſition; 
he (notwithſtanding all this) ſt ill labours 
to preſerve his Inward Peace, looks on 
this as a Spiritual Afflict ion, ſent him by the 
juſt Hand of God; thinks it his great Duty 
with all Humility to ſubmit to theſe his a p- 
ointments, and hopes if he truly humbles 
imſelf, and quietly Submits to this, his 


Will, he may draw as much Profit thence, 


as if it had pleaſed his Divine Majeſty to 
have fill'd him with more ſenſible Devoti- 
on; becauſe he conſiders that, tho? fer- 
vent andquiet Prayer be very acceptable, 
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yet reſiſting of Temfr at ions with Conſtancy and 
Courage, and a patient , Submiſſion to the State 
that God aptoints, is the Exerciſe of very good | 
Chriſtians, and no leſs acceptable to Hea- [ 
ven. Hence it 1s, that though he often : 
ſends up his Sighs to God, ſaying, Dowine | 
u[que quo! Lord how long ſhall I live with-- i 
out Comfort! Yer he ſtill continues in 
Peace, reſolyes more and more to humble 

| himſelf, and to admit no Impatience in 
the Darkneſs wherein he is left. 

Q. In this manner J ſee you'd not allow of 

| Sadneſs or Melancholy in a good Chriſtian, upon 

any Account whatſoever 3 neither upon the Ac- 

count of exterior Afflict ions, nor upon the Con- 
ſelerat ion of his Imperfect ions, Inconſtancy 
or Sin, nor in time of Temptation, or Interior 

D:ſolation 3 but conclude it to be every where 

1 Weakneſs and Indiſpoſit ion of the Mind ; An 

if this be ſo, may not I here conclude, that a great 

Number of well-meaning Chriſtians deceive them-\. 

ſelves in this Afﬀair, while they indulge themſelves 

in Sadneſs and thinkthey do no Harm? But now | 
oneQueſtion more, and T leave my ſelf to your Direc- 
tion: What do you think of ſuch as being of a Me- 
lancholy Diſpofetion, are often over whelm'd with 

Adneſs, and know not why would willingly be de- 

wer d from it, and know not bow; and hence are 

under great Ofpreſſions, Piſquiets and Terrors, and 
render'd unfit for every Chriſtian Duty? 

A, They are truly to be pitied 3 and 
B 3 wult 
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muſt conſult how much they ſtand in 
Need of the Phyfician's Help; for tho” the 
are under an Evil, that affects the Mind, 
yet the Cure of it depends much on the 
diſpoſition of the Body. As to the Nature 
of it, as it falls here under my Conſider- 
ation, I think 'tis of it ſelf very pre- 
judicial to all Progreſs in Virtue 3'*tis in- 
jurious to Devotion, expos'd to many 
Temptations, and is attended with moſt 
of thoſe ill Conſequences ſet down in the 
beginning of this Chapter, as flowing 
from Sadneſs: And it being thus pernici- 
ous in it ſelf, and fatal to all Chriſtian 
(Family and Perſonal ) Duties, as thoſe 
know too well by their Experience, who 
are ſubject to this Evil, I cannot here 
omit laying before them the ſtrict Obliga- 
tion they are under, of uſing all Endeay- 
ours to prevent at leaſt their falling into 
it: For tho?, when they are in the height 
of this Diſtemper, and are now oppreſsd 
With the Violence of its Terrors, they are 
then, it may be, ſo difabled, that they 
can make but very weak Reſiſtance againſt 
jt; yet they have much more in their 
Power, when they obſerve it to begin to 
creep upon them; and then it is, they 
- ought to ſtir themſelves up, and courage- 
ouſly make head againſt itz as knowing, 
that if they don't then ſuppreſs it, * 
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are in evident Danger of being made Cap- 
tive by it. How then are theſe bound in 
their Intervals of Quiet to prepare and 
arm themſelves with Patience, Humility, 
and Reſignation ? How jealous and fear- 


ful ought they to be of every little diſ- 


quieting Thought? How ready to check 
all Apprehenſions of Injury or Contempt? 
How careful to put a ſtop to the earneſt . 
Workings of their Imoxination and Rea- 

ſoning ? How watchful to remove every 
little Heavineſs or Dulneſs, that beg ins to 
ſeize them? How ought they in all theſe 
occafions to ſtrive to deny themſelves, 
ſtand up againſt the Temptation, ſeek 
ſome Way to divert the Evil, either by 


innocent Company and Converſation, a ?- 


bove all, by having recourſe to a. good 
Book, to Prayer, and ſeeking Help from a- 
boye?For *tis not to be queſtion'd but ſuch 
timely Endeavoure words be very benefici- 
al for the prevent ing the D iſtemperꝰs grow- 
ing to a Head; and am certain, that if 
upon the firſt perceiving any Trouble or Hæavineſs 
creeting an their Spirits, they would forth- 
with confider it as an Affliction from the Hand 
Hod, and ſo ſtrive to accept it as ſuch, not 
wy with Patience, but as they are bound, 
with Comfort and Chearfulneſs too, theſe En- 
deavours would be bleſsd with good Ef- 
fects, and not only he an eaſy, but often a 
total Removal of the Burthen. 


—— — — 
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In this manner muſt theſe labour; and 
withqut it they diſcharge not a good 


Conſcience : For tho? in Chriſtians of a 


more eaſy and chearful Temper, a light 
and paſſing Trouble, a little Diſcontent, 
or other Diſorder, may not be very pre- 
judicial, becauſe they eaſily caſt it off, and 
are not in that evident Danger of fallin 

into the Extremity of Paſſion, yet in theſe 
it is far otherwiſe ; for fince every little 
Diſquiet in them is but too often the 
Way to a greater, anda ſmall Diſturbance 
inſenfibly grows upon them, till 'tis a- 
bove their Power to maſter it, and ſo diſ- 


ables them, that they are not in a Con- 
dition of performing well any Duty, 
either to God or Man; hence are they 


bound to be more watchful over them- 


ſelves, and upon the firſt Appearance of 


any Diſturbance or Heavineſs, to make a 
ſpeedy Oppoſition, and labour to caſt it 
off, as looking on it not as it is incon- 
fiderable in its firſt Approach, but as it is 
terrible in all thoſe Conſequences which 
are too likely to attend it, if not prevent- 
ed by an early Reſiſtance, 
Q. There's too much Reaſon for this, and I 
wiſh the Perſons concern'd would duly confuder 
it; * would be very adoantageous to the Health 
and Quiet both of Body and Soul. But now you 
have laid before me the Nature of this 1 
Fr. 1 E 


ind Method of the Cure, you muſt in the next. 
Place let me know ſomething of the Practice of 
it, and tell me what Devotions and Books are 
moſt hrs for the working this good Effect which 
b propoſe. | rs 

4 All Spiritual Books are helpful for 


this End: However, ſince ſome Parts of 
them may be more feaſonable and effectual 


than others, Pl1 here give you a ſhort 


hich in time of Trouble, Diſquiet, and 
Sadneſs, my be proper for the affording 
ſome Relief. And tho? a Perſon in thoſe 
ircumſtances finds himſelf indiſpogd for 


o hear ſuch as call upon him in time of 
Tribulation 3 ſince *tis not only in time 


nd Darkneſs, we are commanded to bleſs 
im, Benedicite Lux & Tenebra Dominum, 
ight and Darkneſs, Bleſs our Lord; there- 
bre a Chriſtian, notwithſtanding all his 
nterior Deſolation and Darkneſs, ought 
) have Recourſe to God in the beſt man- 
er he is able; for he, that knows his 
ndiſpoſition, has Goodneſs to pardon 
$ Defects, and accept his Deſires. 
1 


1 Exerciſe in Time of Affliction and Sadneſs. 


N thee, Lord, have I put my Truſt, let 
me not be confounded for ever, bit by 
thy Juſtice deliver me. Give 


% _[-. 
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Collection of Devotions and Leſſons, 


this Exerciſe 3 yet ſince God has promis'd 


f Light and Comfort, but in Anguith 
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34 Inſtructions, &c. 
Give ear to my Cry, and make haſte to 
help me. : 
Be to me a God, and Protector; be to me 
a Place of Refuge, and fave me. 
For thou art my Strength and Defence; 
and now, for the Glory of thy Name, thou 
wilt guide and ſupport me. 
Thou wilt deliver me from the Snare 
that is la id for me, becauſe thou alone art 
my Protector. 

Into thy Hands I commend my Spirit, 
for thou haſt redeem'd me, O God of Truth. il 
Thou hateſt thoſe who follow Vanities, 

ho vainly hope in them. 0 - 

But as for me, I have plac'd my Trust 
n our Lord; and in his Mercy I will re 
Jjoyce and be comforted. y 
Have Mercy therefore on me, O Lord, be- 

[8 cauſe my Atliction is great. a1 
My Life is conſum'd in Sadneſs, and my} I 
þ Years paſs away in Sighs. 01 
F I am become a Reproach among m 
5 Enemies and Neighbours, and my Friend v 
* Ay from me. IE 
if | I hear the Abuſes of many that dwel 
} about me. | ; - 
Yet, Lord, in thee haveTI hop'd: I hav ler 
ſaid, Thou art my God, and in thy Handy } 
N is the Diſpoſal of all that belongs to m En 
i Reſcue me then from the Hands of mſ{ha 
Enem ĩes, and from thoſe that perſecute 0 | 
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Let the Light of thy Countenance ſhine 
upon thy Servant, and fave me in thy 
Mercy: Lord, let me not be confounded 
becauſe I have called upon thee. _ 1 
O how great is the Treaſure of thy _ I} 
eweetneſs, O Lord, which thou haſt re- 
ſerv'd for thoſe that fear thee? : 
Which thou haſt prepar'd for thoſe that 
hope in thee? 1 
Thou wilt give them Shelter in thy Pre- 
. ſence, from the Perſecution of Men. 
» Thou wilt protect them in thy Taber- 
nacle, againſt the Contradi&tion of ill 
i} Tongues. „ 
ll Why therefore art thou ſad, my Soul ? 
Why doſt thou aMict me:? _ 
e Hope in thy God, for he is my Refuge 
and Strength; he is my Helper in all t 
ny Tribulations, that have encompaſs'd me 
on every Side. 
g Therefore I will not fear tho? the whole 
na World be in DER about me. 
To thee, Lord, have I lifted up my 
Soul; my God, in thee I put my Truſt, 
let me not be confounded. __ 
Let me no longer be the Scorn of my 
Y Enemies; for all thoſe, that hope in-rhee, 
hall not be confounded for ever; 
Y Shew me thy Ways, O Lord, and tcach 
Ine thy Paths, 
Lead 
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Lead me in thy Truth, and inſtruct me; 
for thou art my God, my Saviour, and in 
\ thee have I hop'd all the Day,  _ 
Be mindful of thy Mercies, and of the 
Goodneſs thou haſt ſhewn from the Begin. 
ning of the World, .. 
Remember not the Sins of my Youth, 
nor the Fiilings of my Ignorance : 
But remember me according to thy Mer- 
cy; according to thy Goodneſs, O Lord. 
Our Lord is ſweet and juſt, therefore 
will he be a Guide to thoſe that are out 
of the Way. EPO 
Hie will lead the Meek in the Way of 
Juſtice, and teach'them his Paths. 
All the Ways of our Lord are Mercy 
and Truth, to ſuch as ſeek Peace with him 
)̊ůñ od oi 
Pardon, Lord, my Sins, for the Glory 
of thy Name, becauſe they are very great.] 
Who is the Man that fears our Lord? or 
To him is our Lord a Guide in the Way be 
he has choſen DEE 2 
Our Lord is the Support of all that fear 
him; and he has promis'd to manifeſt him the 
ſelf to them. . ; = 
My Eyes are therefore always lifted up def 
to God, becauſe he will deliver me from! 
the Snare. 8 | 
Look then upon me, and haye Com 
paſſion on me, becauſe I am left alone 
and in Diſtreſs. . The 
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The Afflictions of my Heart ire manys 
deliver me from my Neoeſſities. 
Have regard to my Weaknefs and my 
Trouble, and pardon all my Sins. 

Conſider my Enemies, becauſe they are 
many, and becauſe with Injuſtice and 
Malice they purſue me. 
| Preferve my Soul, arid deliver me; let 
me not be dejected; becauſe F have plac gd 
my Confidence in thee. ,  _ 

The Innocent and Juſt have favourd 
me, becauſe I truſted in the. 

Deliver rat, © God, from all its Af- 
fictions —  __ Talker 


„„ 5 
To thee 1 have lifted up my Eyes, who 
= went io Heres ̃¼ ò!nm:ʒ ̃: . 
As the Eyes of Servants are on the 
Hands of their Maſters, fo are my Eyes up- 


Jon thee, Lord; tilt thou haſt Mercy on me. 
Have Mercy on me, Lord, hape Mercy 


dn me; for tis new a long Time I em 
become a Reproa g. 
Tis a long Time my Soul has been ops 
u preſs'd; being the Scorn of the Rich, and 
i the Contempt of the Preu .. 
Hear therefore, O God, my Prayers, and 
2M defpife not my Petition: Be attentive to 
ul me, and graciouſly hear me: For behold 
{ fink under my Tiial; I am! rroubledar 
he 
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the Words of my Enemy, and at the Un- 


juſt that A 3 — 32 
| Becauſe they have la id Crimes to my 
Charge, and in their Anger have been ſe 
vere to me- 3 
Therefore is my Heart diſturb'd within 
me, and the Terror of Death has ſeiz d me. 
Fear and Trembling ha ve fur pr i'd me, 
and I have been cover'd with Darkneſs. 
And I faid, Who wilt give me the 
Wings of a Dove, and I will fly away and 
be at Reſt? | 


I have waited however for him, who is 


my Saviour, who is my Help againſt all 


8 of spirit and Trouble. | 
I have cry'd to my God, arid my Lord 
will be my Deliverer- _ 55 
At Evening and Morning, and at Noon, 
will J declare my Cauſe before him, and 
he wil hear my Voice, © 
He will reſcne my Soul from thoſe that 
approach againſt me, and ſettle me inPeace, 
My God will hear me, and he that is 
Eternal wil humble my Enemies.- 


Caſt therefore all 1 Care upon thy 
0 


Lord, and he will comfort thee ; neither 


will he permit the Juſt to be perſecuted 
for e ver- «fs | ö 55 
My ' God, I have now laid open my 
Cauſe before thee, and thou haſt ſeen my 


And 


Tears: 


for the Aﬀttcted. -: : 39 
And as thou haſt promis d, ſo ſhall my 
Adverſar ies be put to Flight 
In whatever Day J call 2 thee, be- 
hold I find thou art my God. 5 
I have put my Hope in my Lord, and I 
will not fear what Man can do to me. 
Have Pity. 1 on me, O God, and be 
58 wh to me, for in thee have I put my 
Truſt. ? 78 
And under the Shadow of thy Wings 
will I hope, till this Evil is paſs'd away. 
Help me, O God, my Saviour: _ 
And for the Glory of thy Name deliver 


bo 


me,O Lord. | 
L. EES ON. 

Ith Patience let us run the Race, 
that is ſet before us, looking upon 
fleſus the Author and Finither of 
our Faith, who for the Joy that was ſet 
betore him, endur'd the Croſs, contemn- 
ing the ſhame thereof, and is now ſeated 
at the Right Hand of the Throne of God. 
Think upon him who ſuffer'd ſuch Con- 
trad ict ion from Sinners, that you be not 
diſcourag'd or dejected in Mind; for as 
yet you ha ve not made Refiſtance to Blood 
in fghting aga inſts in. Have you forgotten 
that Comfort, which is ſpoken to you as 
o Children? My Son, deſpiſe not the 
orrect ion of thy Lord, and be not caſt 
own when thou art reproy'd by him; 
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for our Lord chaſtifes him whom he loves 
and ſcourges every one whom he receive, 
as a Son. Be courageous therefore under 
Sufferings; God treats you as his Chil. 
dren : For what Son is there whom the 
Father does not correct? If you are with. 
out Suffering, in which all have had their 
Share, then are you illegitimate, and not 
true Children. Beſides, we have had Fa- 
thers of our Fleſh, who have corrected us, 
and yet we gave them Reſpect ; ſhall we 
not be much more obedient ro the Father 
of our Spirits and Life > For they have 
chaſtis'd us, as they thought good, and in 
order to this Life, which is ſhort ; but God 
puniſhes us as it may be for our Ad van- 
tage, for our being made Partakers of his 
Holineſs. No Punithment, while we are 
under it, ſeems comfortable, but trouble. 
ſome, but afterwards it brings forth the 
ceable Fruit of Juſtice to ſuch as have 
bs exercis'd by it. 

Bleſſed is he that ſuffers Tribulation Wl li 
for when he has been tried, he ſhall receive ti 
a Crown of Glory, which God has promis't]l t! 
to thoſe that love him. As the Sufferi fe 
of Chr iſt abound in us, ſo likewiſe throug 
Chriſt our Comfort abounds: For if we 
ſuffer with bim, we ſhall be glorify'd with 
him, and receive the Crown o Sie 

| | __ 
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which God has promis'd to thoſe that love 
„„ 


Rethren, be not ſurpriz'd in the Se- 


ver ity of Afﬀidions, which are ſent 


you for your Trial, as if ſomething 


extraordinary had happen'd to you; but 
rejoice in your having a Part in the Suf- 
ferings of Chriſt, that you may be fill'd 
with Joy, in the Manifeſtation of his 


Glory. If you are reproach'd for the Name 


Jof Chriſt; bleſſed are you; becauſe the 
Honour, Glory, and Power of God and 
bis Spirit reſts on you. But let none of 
you ſuffer as a Murtherer, or Thief, or a 
Worker of Evil, or a Deſigner of your 
sNeighbour's Wrong. Burt if any one ſut- 
e fers as a Chriſtian, let him not be aſham'd, 
but Glorify God in this Name, For the 
time is now come, that Judgment begins 


ein the Houſe of God: And if it begins 


with us, what ſhall their End be, who be- 
;| lieve not the Goſpel of our Lord? And if 
cM the Juſt ſhall ſcarce, be ſay'd, where ſhall 
ol the Wicked and Sinners appear? Where- 
$M fore let thoſe, that ſuffer according to the 


Win of God, commend their Souls in 
good Works to their faithful Creator. 


e 
by Let none return Evil for Evil, but over- 
come Evil with Good : Bleſs thoſe that 


C3 ” ou 
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curſe you; for in this are you call'd, that 
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42 Inſtructions for the Aff icted. 
vou may inherit a Bleſſing: If you ſuffer 
for Juſtice, Bleſſed are you. Tis better 
to be afflicted, if God ſo will, in doing 
our Duty, than to ſuffer for our W icked- 
neſs; for thus may we inherit a Bleſſing, 

„ IL EES SON; 

Hink not that I came to bring Peace 
upon Earth: I came not to bring 
Peace, but the Sword. For Iam 
come to ſeparate the Son from his Father, 
and the Daughter from her Mother, and 
the Daughter- in- law from the Mother: in- 
law; and a Man ſhall have for his Ene- 
mies thofe of his own Houſe. He that 
loves Father or Mother more than me, is 
not worthy of me. And he that loves 
his Son or Daughter above me, is not 
worthy of me. And he that rakes not up 
kis Croſs and follows me, is not worthy 
of me. He that will fave his Life, ſhall 
loſe it; and he that loſes his Life for my 
Sake, ſhall fave it. £25 0 | 
Who ſhall ſeparate me from the Love 
of Chriſt > Shall Tribulation, or AMicti- 
on, or Hunger, or Danger, or Perſecution? 
Theſe Evils I overcome thro! him who 
has loved us. And J am aſſur'd, that nei- 
ther Death nor Life, nor any Thing pre- 
ſent nor to come, nor any Creature, thall 
ever ſeparate me from the love of God, 
uhich is in Jeſus Chr iſt our Lord, 5 
0 chat 
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that I ſhall overcome all Evils through 
him who has lov'd Ws, . 


If it was neceſſary that thou, Lord, 
ſhould'ſt ſuffer, and ſo enter into Glory, 
how can I expect to have Part in that 
Happineſs, unleſs I walk in tne Highway 
of the Croſs, 3 „ 

I confeſs thy Judgments are Juſt, and 
that according to 'Truth and Juſtice thoy 
haſt humbled me. e 

I defire to fulfil the Decrees of thy Ju- 
_ and rather ſuffer than tranſgreſs thy 

I wil bear thy Anger O Lord, becauſe 
J have ſinned againſt thee. And if I have 
received good Things from thy Hand, 
why ſhall I not with Content ſubmit to 
the Evil, with which thou art pleagd ta 
viſit me? 5 2 

In all my Trouble I will think of thee, 
my good Jeſus, who haſt ſutfer'd far greay 
ter Things for me, . 

I with I could with thy Apoſtles ſuf- 
ter Affronts, Reproaches and Poverty, 
with a joyti! Heart. — 50 

I will now endeayour at leaſt to ſuffer 
with Patience whatever Evils befa] me, 
and this for the Love of thee. = 
If thou art pleag'd to Exerciſe me with 
Temptations, if Sadneſs or Grief diſturb 

C 4 me, 
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me, if Sickneſs or Pains diſorder me, I 
will bear all with Courage, thro? the Af. 
fiſtance of thy Grace. 

Far be it from me, O Lord, to fink in 

Spirit, or be dejeted under theſe Trials, 
with which thou art pleas d to Exerciſe 
me for my greater God. 

With thy Help I will endeavour to o- 
vercome all Difficulties, and in thee, my 
God, will I paſs over this Trouble. 
Permit me not, O Lord, either fox Love 
of Quiet, or Fear of Trouble, to forſak 
the Way of Virtue and Juſtice. 

No, my God, tho! I were to ſuffer all 
the Afflictions and Miſeries of the World, 
yet would I never forſake thee, 

But art thou not then aſham'd, my 
Soul, to be thus diſturb'd and to let Tri. 
ſles afli& thee ? 6. 

Is it not a Shame to thy Profeſſion, 
that thou letteſt Melancholy and Sadneſs 
take Poſſeſſion of thy Heart, uſurp the 
Place of thy God, and turn him out from 
thence? | 

Inſpire my Heart, O God of Strength, 
with new Courage; for behold, I defire 
now to follow thee in every Affliction; I 
defire that no Drineſs or Deſolation of 
Spirit may any more divide me from thee, 

I am become as a Beaſt of Burthen be- 
fore thee, O Lord my God; thou know: 

p 


— 
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eſt the Weight that is upon me: Ogrant 
[ may bo under it with Patience; that 
ay of the Croſs I may approach . 


by the 

to thee, II | 
J offer myſelf to thee, O Lord, and here 
earneſtly beg thy Grace, that I may bear 
all my Troubles with Patience, with 


Chearfulneſs,and without any Compla int. 


O that J had the Patience of thy Ser- 
vant Fob, the Courage and Conſtancy of 
thy Maftyrs, who have forſaken Friends, 
Goods, Liberty and Life for thee? 

I wiſh I were worthy and truly diſ- 
pos'd to leave all for thee, and in the 
Manner thou pleaſeſt, 9 955 

Since therefore at preſent thou vmar- 
eſt me with Correction, take not thy 
Mercy from me: Since thou puniſheſt my 
Obſtinacy and W ickedneſs, let me inhe- 
rit thy Promiſes : Since thou art pleas'd 
toadd to my Troubles, be pleaſed like- 
wife to encreafe my Patience, : 

F now know and confeſs that Fama Sin- 
ner, that I am nothing; and as I deſerve, 
ſo I defire to be eſteem'd as nothing. 

I now chuſe rather to be Contemptible 
and Eittle in thy Houſe, than to live a- 


mid{t the Greatneſs and Pride of Sins 


ners. 


Cs Behold 
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Behold therefore I now caſt myſelf for 
thy fake, beneath all Men, becauſe I am 
the moſt unworthy of a. 
And what have I to deſire, but to ſuf. 
fer and be contemn'd for thy fake, and 
in Puniſhment of my Sins? 
For Iconfeſs I have ſinned againſt thee, 
my God, 'and am not worthy to look up 
towards Heaven for the multitude and 
foulneſs of my Tranſgreſſions. 
All Creatures, to their ſeveral Degrees, 
are obedjent in rhee, only I am Rebelli- 
ou, and by my Offences run away from 
. — 
- Bur look on me again, O thou good 
Shepherd of my Soul; call aloud after me, 
let me hear thy Voice, and bring me back. 
And fince thou inviteſt all to come to 
thee by the Way of the Croſs and Self- 
denial, give me thy Grace, that I may 
chearfully bear my Croſs, ani with Cou- 
rage follow after thee, n. 
For I deſire to walk no other Way 
but thine, to learn no other Truth but 
thine; to live no other Life but thine: 
For thou art the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life. _ 1 1 
I I beſcech thee therefore dear Jeſus, let 
me be ever mindful of thy Death and 
Paſſion, and in this may I ever ſeek Reſt 
and Comfort amidſt all my Trownes. 
1 8 | | et 


—— 
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let the Thoughts of thy Sorrows ever 
fill oy any and then how: little will 
mine Be. „ 
O ſweet Jeſus, who with ſo much Joy 
and Triumph wenr'ſt up to Feruſalem, 
there to ſuffer a moſt cruel Death for me, 
quicken now my Spirits, that with a 
chearful Heart I yay Feuer all for thee, 


Alas, my - Sufferings are but little, if 
comp:r'd to my Sins; and When I con- 
fider my Tranſgreſſions, I ſee thy Scourge 
js juſt, O Lord; but in me I find nothing 
whereon to build the Hopes of Comfort, 
Tis on thy Mercy alone I can depend 
for my Support and Aſſiſtance; And in 
this will I ever truſt; for thy Mercy is a- 
bove all my Sins, linen 
I am glad that in myſelf there is no- 
thing, and that in thee alone is all the 
Hopes of my Comfort, in thee who art 
my Refuge and Strength. ir 
Thou haſt ſaid, Lord, without me vou 
ean do nothing: And ſo jt ls: ' What 
therefore haye I to do, but to lift up my 
Eyes to Heaven, and wait for my Relict 
from thee, O infinite Goadneſs! - 
Be now to me a God and Protector; 
forſake me not, deſpiſe me not, O God my 
dalvation: For tho I am neglected by 
many, yet thou art my powerful Helper. 


8 
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1 fly to thee, Lord, that by thy heaven: 


ly Comfort I may encreaſe in Patience, 
and that hoping in thee, I may not be 
confounded for ever. 

All my Truſt js in thee, good Jeſus, and 


all the Ground of my Confidence. in thy 
. procieus Blood ; thou art my Life an 


y Hope. | 
Tho! I have any Troubles, and am 
2 with Afflict ions, tis all what 
* pointed me by thy ir and 

4 3 Good, and theref ore will I ever 


in thee 


y by Merey is great, in this will I place 


nce; and thus only ſhall I 


find Ne for my Soul, and never be diſ- 


fenen 


* thee * in thee : Preſerve me as the 
oft of thy Eye, and under the Shadgw 


th * along protect me. 
better to truſt in God, than to 


| RD | in Man: Tis better to hope 1 _ our 
| 2 than in the great Things of the 
Earth. 


o God of Power, happy is he who puts : 


his Truſt in thee: By thy Grace I ſhall 


fort J ſhall be der up amidſt all Evils. 
Be therefore 


elf, and all that I have, or am; I give. 
| 2 


gnify. thy Mercies, Lord, who ſaveſt 


| overcome all Temptations, by thy Com- 


here renounce my 
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Diſpoſal, 
I 


If thou viſiteſt me with Sadneſs, and 
letteſt the Darkneſs of Night over-ſhadow 
me, I will wait for the Return of thy 
Day: I will bleſs thee at all Times. 

For thou art my God; and as I thank 


thee for thy Bleſſings, ſo in my Troubles 


I will never forget thee, 


Afflictions and Temptations diſturh 


me 3 but thou art my Saiyation, my Rock, 

and my Defence; nothing ſhall deſtroy 

that Hope I have in thee. oy 
S. Cyprian. ad Olymp. Ep. 7. 


Adneſs is the Rack of Souls, an Af. 


fliction not to be expreſsd, a Judg- 
ment more prejudicial than the worſt 


Revenge from an Enemy's Hand. *Tis 


like a venomous Worm, which not only 
conſumes the Body, but eats into the very 
Soul 3 tis a Moth that feeds on the Mar- 
row and Vitals; @ perpetual Executioner, 
torturing the Soul, and exhauſting her Spi- 
rits: Tis a continual Night, a thick Dark- 


neſs, a Storm and Whirlwind, an inward. 


Fever preying upon Life, a Conflict with- 
out Reſt, a Diſtemper that puts out the 


Lyes of the Wile and Learned. The 


| Darkneſs 


For the Aﬀfiicted. 49 ; 


ou takeſt Comfort from me at 
preſent, thou canſt give me far greater. 
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Darkneſs of Night has no Terror like 
the Darkneſs of a dejected Mind, which 
is not accord ing to the Courſe of Nature, 
bur is gather'd from the Diſorder of un- 
reaſonable and unquiet Thoughts; *tis 
more cruel than the Face of a Tyrant; 
and is obſt ina te * all the Endeavour 
( 
- Enlighten my Darkneſs, O Lord, ariſe 
and be my Deliverer. Command Peace 
in my Soul, and by thy powerful Hand 
reſcue thy Servant from the Weight that 
oppreſſes me. Send me Help from above, 
and deliver me from all my Enemies, for 
behold I am poor and needy. Thou art 
my God and my Helper in the Day of Bat- 
tle, and beſides thee, there's none can re- 
ſcue thy Servant from the Weight that 
Weils mee Ss 
N II. LESSON. | 
FS. Bernard. af 4h. & Nicas: Ep. 32. 
'T IF 7Ith good Reaſon have we Com- 
"VV paſſon for ſuch of our Friends 
whom we ſee under any Diftur- 
h1nce of Mind: Becauſe tho? we know 
not certainly, what their End will bę, yet 
we have Reaſon to be very apprelenfive 
on their Behalf: For as in thoſs that are 


holy and virtuous, "Tribulation Works 
Patience, Patience a Trial, Trial brings 
forth Hope, and Hope confounds on 


for the Affitted. | Fr 


50 in the Wicked and Perverſe it is quite 


contrary 3 for Tribulation cauſes Deject i- 


on of Mind, Deject ion brings Diſquiet, 
Diſquiet brings Deſpair, and this oyer- 
throws all. e eee, | 
Give not thy ſelf to Sadneſs, but caſt 
it far from thee, becauſe there is no Pro- 
fit in jt. Why art thou ſad; my Soul, and 
why doſt thou afflit me? Hope in thy 
Lord, and place thy Confidence in him, 


and thou fhalt never be confounded. 


Have Mercy on me, O God, and pardon 

this my Folly and Weakneſs? I will now 

ſtrive to be patient in my Tribulation, 

and wait for thy Comfort; and thus I 
ſhall never be confounded. 
| III. LESSON.- 

C. Bona, Princip. vit. Chr. 8 

N this one Point conſiſts the Sum of 

1 Chriſtian Perfect ion, to recejve what- 

ever happens with a peaceable Mind, 

as coming from the Hand of God; to caſt 


all our Care on him, becauſe he watches 


over us, and nothing befalls us but ac- 
cording to his Appointment. In this 


Will of God is grounded all the Quiet and 


Peace of a Chriſt aan. And tho? Sin he 
from our ſelves, and not from him, yer 
in our Repentance ought we to be very 
careful not to fall into any Anxiety or 


Diſquiet of Mind. We are to be hearti- 


ly 


r ꝓ9 f ⁊ ͤ 
wt, 2 f - . 
4 = - * 


52 Inſtruct ions and Devotions 
ly ſorry indeed for having offended our 
God, and even with Tears ſtrive to waſh 
away our Guilt, but this Sorrow muſt not 
deſtroy our inward Peace; we muſt ear. 
neſtly beg God's Mercy, who has permit- 
ted us to fall, that ſo we might be fenſi- 
ble.of our Weakneſs, that ſo we may e- 
ver go on with Fear, and not deceive our 
ſelves in taking that to be ours, which is 
only the Gift of God. We muſt wait 
with Patience, and a contrite Heart, the 
Grace of Amendment; for he is our Lord, 
and will come when he pleaſes. The 
faithful and prudent Servant deſires no- 
thing but the Will of his Maſter 3 and in 
every Thing that happens, he ſays from 
his Heart, It is fo, Father, becauſe thus it has 
' ſeem'd good to thee: Thy Will be done. Iam 
ready to ſubmit to all thy Decrees : Wilt 
thou that I be in Health, or in Sick- 
neſs? Wilt thou refreſh me with thy 
Comforts, or cover me with Darkneſs ? 
Wilt thou that I abound, or be in Want? 
What thou wilt, that I will : Do with 
me as thou pleaſeſt. This is the Temper 
of a mind indifferent to all the Appoint- 
ments of God, that makes a Chr iſt ian e- 
ver chearful and conſtant, and fecures 
him againſt all Diſquiets  —_ 

Let my Soul be ſubject to my God; for 
Who is there, that reſiſts him. — has 
8 | | Peace 


Duſt and Aſhes, and what can be ſuffici- 
ent to make me rebel againſt my Maker? 
Be thou my Help, O my God, and my 


strength; ſupport me in all Evils, and 


give me Patience; direct me in my 3 
tance, and while I diſtruſt my ſelf, let 


me ever confide in thee; for thus only 


can I preſerve my Peace with God. 


Lord, I am not worthy of thy Com- 
fort, or that thou ſhould'ſt viſit me with 
r 


herefore thou dealeſt juſtly with me 
when thou leaveſt me poor and deſolate. 
If I could ſhed Tears to equal the Wa- 
ters of the Sea, yet I ſhould not be wor- 


thy of thy Comfort. | 
I deſerve nothing but to be ſcourg'd 


and puniſh'd, becauſe I have erievoully 


and very often offended thee. 

So that when I conſider what is m 
due, I find my ſelf unworthy of the lea 
of thy Merc ies. | 0 


But thou, mild and merciful God, who 
wilt not that thy Works periſh, but ſnew- 
Goodneſs in the Ve- 


eſt the Riches ot th 
ſels of Mercy, eyen be 


yond all Deſert, ſend 
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peace within e If Iam to keep Peace with 
all, let me in the firſt Place ſtudy to pre- 
ſerve my Peace with God ; for I am but 


Relief 
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Relief to thy Servant beyond all that is 
human. 3 „ 

For thy Comforts, my God, art not 
like the Comforts of Men, which paſs a. 
way in Words and vain Diſcourſes, 
But what have I done, my Lord, that 
thou ſhould'ſ let me partake of thy hea- 
venly Sweetneſs ? 

I remember not that I have done any 
Good, but have been ever forward to Sin, 
and flow to amend. Es 

*Tis true, I cannot deny it; and ifI 
ſay otherwiſe, thou wilt ſtand againſt me, 
and there will be none to plead for me. 

What is it I have deſery'd for my Sins, 
but Hell and everlaſting Fire? . 

And though I cannot ſay this without 
Trouble, yet for Truth fake, I will lay o- 
pen my Sins againſt myſelf, that ſo I may 
obtain thy . 

What ſhall I fay, miſerable Sinner that 
Jam, cover'd over with Confuſiori and 
MAT fe „„ . 
I can ſay no other Word but this, I 
have ſinnid, Lord, I have ſinn'd, have 
Mercy on me, and pardon me. 
Buffer me a little that I may weep, and 
ſigh out my Grief, before I go into the 
Land of Darkneſs, and be cover'd with 
the Shadow of Deate © 


And 
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And yet, my Lord, what Cauſe have 1 
to complain, if thou forſak'ſt me: . 
Or if thou doſt not that which I deſire; 
what can I juſtly ſay againſt it? $i 
This with Truth I can think and ſay, 
Lord, Lam nothing, I can do nothing: I 1 
have nothing that is good of my ſelf, but 
in all Things fail, and am miſerable. . 
Thou Lord, art always the ſame, always 
ood, juſt, and holy, and diſpoſing all 
hings well. sel | 
But I am more inclin'd to fall, than to 
go forwards, and never continue long in 
one State. WL. . 
But all Things will be better, if thou 
e er to ſtretch forth thy helping 
Han 2 | e ; NE : 
For thou alone canſt help me, and ſo 
ſtrengthen me, that my Countenance thall ji 
be no more chang'd, and my Heart ſhall 
be converted, — ner reſt in thee. 
Lord, what have I to truſt to in all 
this World ? Or what is the Comfort, 
that all Things under Heaven afford me ? 
Is it not thou, Lord, who art my only 
Re, whoſe Mercies are without Num- 
1 N „ 
Where has my Soul been well with 
out thee ? Or where has it been ſenſible 
of Evil, when thou haſt been with me 4 


4 
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T had rather be poor for Love of thee; 
than rich without thee. 
J had rather be a Pilgrim on Earth with 
thee, than poſſeſs Heayen without thee, 
Tor there is Heaven where ever thou art, 
and there is Death and Hell where thou 
Thou art the only Good I deſire; and 
therefore I muſt ſend forth deep Sighs from 
my Heart, cry aloud, and pw to thee, 
For I have none to truſt in, none that 
can ſupply my Neceſſities, but only thee 
my God, 5 x 
Thou art my Hope, and my Truſt; 
thou art my Comforter, and moſt faith- 
ful to me in all my Diſtreſs. - | 
| Thou ſeekeſt my Salvation and Profit, 
| and turn'ſt all Things to my Good. 
Altho' thou permitteſt many Temp- 
| . tations to aſſault me, and many Ad ver- 
ſities to befal me, yet thou orda in'ſt all 
for my Advantage, who art wont to prove 
thy belov'd Servants a thouſand Ways. 
And therefore being under theſe Trials, 
T ought no leſs to love and praiſe thee, 
than if thou didſt repleniſh my Soul with 
heavenly Sweetneſs. Sho Fe 
In thee therefore, my Lord God, I place 
my whole Hope and my Refuge: On thee 
I caſt all my Tribulation and Anguiſh; Ii « 
for I find all to be weak and unconſtant | 
that is out of thee. Neither 


3 


nor Place of Retreat, can defend: me, if 


thou thy ſelf art not my Protector, and 


my Helper. 


Ebr whatever ſeems to flatter me with 


the Promiſes of Peace, affords me no Joy 


or Comfort at all, when thou art abſent 


from me. 


Thou art the only true Comfort of thy 


Servants: To thee therefore J lift up my 
Eyes, in thee I hope, my God, the Father 
of Mercies. 


Bleſs and ſanctify my Soul with thy 


heavenly Grace, that it may become thy 
Abode, and the Seat of thy eternal Glory. 


According to the Greatneſs of thy q 
Goodneſs, and Multitude of thy Mercies, {|| 
have Pity on me, and hear the Prayers of 


thy poor Servant. 


Protect and keep my Soul amidſt fa 
_ Dangers of this corruptible Life, 
a } 1 


thy Aſſiſtance direct it ip the Way 
of Peace, an | 


' Lord God, Holy Father, thy Name be 


bleſſed now and for ever; becauſe every 
Thing is done by thy Appointment ; and 
whatever thou appointeſt is good. 


Let thy Servant rejoice not in himſelf, A | 


or in any other thing, but in thee alone; 
tor thou art the only true Joy, thou art 


my Hope and my Happineſs. For [ 
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Neither Friends, nor Books, nor Riches, 
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For as for me, what has thy Servant but 
what he has receiv'd, and that without 

any Deſert of his? „ 7 

All is thine, all is given, and all made 
JJ ;!;ͤĩ òe any: tr Le 
I am poor, and in Troubles from my 

Youth : My Soul is often heavy, even un- 

to Tears; often diſturb'd with thoſe Pal 

ſions that riſe againſt her. 

The Thing I defire is the Joy of Peace: 
What Learneſtly beg js the Peace of thy 
Children, fed by thee in the Light of thy 
UU i 

If thou giveſt me this Peace, the Soul 
of thy Servant ſhall be full of heavenly 
Sweetneſs, and with Joy ſing Praiſes to 
tir Nane. 3 
But if thou withdraw'ſt thy ſelf, as ve- 
ry often thou art wont, how ſhall he then 
run the Ways of thy Commandments ? 
O Righteous Father, and ever to be 
prais'd, the Hour is now come, that thy 
Servant is to be tried. RT 
Behold, Father, it is fit that in this Hour 
thy Servant fuffer ſometh irig for thee. 
- Moſt adorable Father, now for a ſhort 
time Jam to be Oppreſs'd, Aﬀficted, Hum- 
bled and diſquieted with many Paſſions 
and Infirmities. - 67 751 
So it has been appointed by thee; 
' and nothing happens of all J ſuffer _ 


for the Aflictec. 59 
what is according to thy bleſſed Will. 

This is a Mercy thou ſhew'ſt thy Friends, 
that they be Afflicted, and ſuffer ſome- 
thing in this World for Love of thee, in 
what  _— and by whomfoever thou 
lealeſt. og 8 
g Without thy Counſel and Providence 
nothing happens upon Eartn. ä 

It is good for me Lord, that thou haſt 
humbled me, that fo I may learn to obey 
thee, and caſt from me all Pride and pre- 


ſumption of Heart. Ss 
It is for my Advantage, that Shame has 
cover'd my Face, that I may rather ſeek 
Comfort from thee than from Men. 
Tis hence I have learn'd to fear thy 
hidden Judgments, who afflicteſt the Juſt 
with the Wicked, but ſtill with Equity 
and Juſtice. | 3 
I give thee Thanks, my God, that thou 
haſt not ſpar'd my Sins, but haſt let me 
feel the ſeverity of thy Scourge, both with- 
in and without. wo Þ DE Wt. 
There is none ufider Heaven can Com- 
fort me, but only thou, my God, the Hea- 
venly . Phyſician of Souls, | who ſtrikeſt 
and healeſt, who bringeſt me down even 
to Death, and ra ĩſeſt me up again. 
Thy Arm is ſtretch'd forth againſt me; 
js let this thy Rod be for my Inſtructi- 


Behold, 


* 
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| Behold, belov'd Father, I am in thy | 


Hands, behold, I bow myſelf under the 
Rod of thy Correct ion. | 
Strike me now, and make my proud 
Neck and ſtubborn Will bend under the 
Appointments of thy Will | 
Make me Devout and Humble, that 1 
may be ready to follow every Beck of thy 
Divine Pleaſure: „ 
I recommend myſelf and all that belongs 


to me, into thy Hands, to receivetheCor. 


rect ion thou ſhalt think fi: For *tis bettet 
for me to be chaſt is d here, than hereafter, 
Thou know'ſt what is exped ient for my 
Good, and what Tribulation is neceſſary 
to purge me from the Filth of Sin. 
Do with me according to thy Pleaſure, 
and deſpiſe not the Sighs of a ſinful Soul. 
Thou art my God, and my Deliverer ; 
Help in the Day of Tribulation. 
Ss I. LESSON. 
Fita. Crifi T. 3. C. 25; 
Hriſt faid to his Difciples, I lay 
= you my Peace, my Peace I giveyor 
give you Peace, not às the Wort 
gives it. All defire Peace, but few tilt 


c ͤnre to do ſuck Things as are proper ft 


the obtaining it. My Peace is with ti 
Humble and meek of Heart, Thon flull 
Patience And i thou giw'ſt ear to bf 
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and follow'ſt my Voice, Peace ſhall not 
be wanting to thee. For the Purchaſe of 
ſo. great a Good, be very attentive to 
whar:thou fay*ſt or do'ſt; direct thy whole 
Intention to this, that thou may ſt pleaſe 
Me alone, and ſeek nothing out of Me. 
judge nothing raſhly of the Words 
or Actions of others; and meddle not 
with Things that belong not to thee ; for 
thus ſhalt thou be little or ſeldom trou- 
bled. But never to feel any Trouble at 


all, or to be ſenſible of no Grief, either 1 
of Mind or Body, is not the Condition 


of this Life, but of Everlaſting Reſt. Think 
not therefore thou haſt found true Peace, 


if thou feeleſt no Sorrow; or that all is. 


well, if thou haſt great Devotion and 


Sweetneſs : No, Chriſtian Perfection con. 1 
fits not in this, but in offering thy ſelf 


entirely to My Will, without ſeeking thy 
own Intereſt or Eaſe in . 
accepting, whether Good or Evil, with 
an equal Countenance, giving Thanks a- 
like for both, and wy indifferent to all 


that comes from Me. 


inward Comfort is withdrawn from thee, 
thou 2 r'{t thy felt to ſuffer yet more, 
and thinkeſt not of juſtifying thy ſelf, as 
if thou deſerv'ſt not to ſuffer ſo much, 


but ever ſtriy'ſt to praiſe my Name in all 
D Whatever Wd. 


4 


- 
* * 
: 
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: 


eat or little; 


ie, If thy Hope be ſo 
firm, and thy Courage ſo great, that, when 


1 F: 
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whatever I appoint for thee, then art thou 
in the Way of Peace. 3 
The Days of this Life are ſhort and 
evil, full of Sorrow and Anguiſh, where 
Man is d iſturb'd with many Paſſions, di- 
ſtrated with Vanities; and defil'd with 
Sin. O, when ſhall theſe Evils be at an 
End > When ſhall I be deliver'd from this 
miſerable Bondage, and perfectly Rejoice- 
in thee, my Lord; where I ſhall no more 
be diſtracted with Vanities, nor be defil'd 
with Sin. . 5 5 
25 II. LESSON: 
| . 3 . 3. C. 57. x | 
C ON, Humility and Patience in time of 
.  Adverfity are more pleaſing to me, 
than much Comfort and Devotion in 
time of Proſperity. Why art thou then 
dilquieted at every little Trouble that be- 
falls thee? Tho' it had been much grea ter, 
yet thou oughteſt not to have been moy'd. 
Thou art chearful enough as long as thou 
haſt nothing to ſuffer; thou. canſt then 
ive Advice to others, and encourage them 
y thy Words: But when any Tribulati- 
on ſurprizes thee, then thou art deſtitute 
of all Counſel, and without Strength. 
Conſider this thy Weakneſs, which thou 
experienceſt in every ſmall Occaſion, which. 
is yet permitted for thy greater Good ; 
chaſe away therefore all Trouble wow FE: 


Heart as well as thou canft; and if it be- 
gins to make an Impreſſion, yet ſuffer it 
not to deject thee, or ſeize thy Spirits: 
Bear it at leaſt with Patience, if thou canſt 
not with len The Storm which is ra ĩs'd, 
will quick 


thee greater Comfort than before, if thou 
putteſt thy Truſt in me, and devoutly 
calbſt on me. Take Courage therefore, and 
arm thy ſelf with Patience to ſuffer yet 
more: All is not loſt, if thou feel'ſt th 

ſelf often Afflicted, or violently Tempted. 
Thou art a Man, and not God ; thou art 
Fleſh; and not an Angel: How canſt thou 
expect to continue ever in the ſame State 


ot Virtue ? when an Angel has fallen from 


Heaven, and the firſt Man loſt his ſtand- 
ing in Paradiſe > I am he, who Comfort 
thoſe that Mourn, and raiſe up ſuch as 
know their own Weakneſs, even to the 
partaking of my Divinity. 5 
Bleſſed for ever be thy ſacred Word, O 
Lord, ſweeter to my Mouth than Honey. 
What ſhould I do in my Tribulation and 
Anguiſh, if thou didſt not vouchſafe to 
Comfort me? What Matter is it, how 
much or how long I ſuffer, ſo that I may 
but at length arrive at the Haven of Bliſs ? 
8 D Be 
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y be followed by a Calm, and 
thy inward Grief ſhall be ſweeten'd with 
the return of Grace. I ſtill live, ſays our 
Lord, and am ready to help thee, and give 
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Be mindful of me, and direct me; and 


now I am in the narrow Way, O God, 
vouchſafe to Comfort me. 
III. LESSON. 
. 5 
Here is no Security in this Life; as 


os long as it laſts, thou ſhaltever haye 


need of ſpiritual Armour, Thoy 

liv'ſt in the midſt of Enemies; and if thou 
defendeſt not thy ſelf with the Shield of 
Patience, thou canſt not efcape long with- 
out Hurt, If thou takeſt not Care to fix 
thy Heart on God, and to ſuffer all for his 
Sake, thou canſt not ſuſtain the Heat of 
this Battle, nor obtain the Crown of Vic. 
art and Bliſs : Thou oughteſt therefore 
with Courage to force thy Enemies, and 
make thy Way through all that ſtands be- 
fore thee ; for the Manna is not given but 
to the Conquerors, whilſt Miſery is the 
Portion of the Negligent, ' If thou ſeek- 
eſt after the deceitful Comforts of this 
World, how wilt thou find true Reſt in 


the other? Be not ſollicjtous for enjoy 


ing much Eaſe, but rather to obtain great 
Patience; Seek true Peace, not on Earth, 
but in Heaven: And for the Love of God, 
be ready to ſuffer all manner of Troubles, 
Grief, Temptations, Anxieties, Neceſſities; 
Infirmities, Injuries, Detractions Repre- 

henfions, Humiliations, Corrections, and 
9 1 Contempts: 


— 
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Contempts : For theſe are ſo many Steps 
to virtue: Theſe are the Trials and Exer- 
eiſes of a Soldier of CH it: Theſe are the 
pearls that made up the heavenly Crown. 
fxpect not always to have ſpiritual Com- 
forts ; my da ints had not ſo, but wers 
tried with many Afflict ions and Tempta- 
tions, which they endur'd with great Pa- 
tience, truſting not in themſelves, buy 
n God; and ever remembr ing that the Suf- 
ferings of this Life are a very eaſy Purchaſe 
of the Glory to come, Wife thou have 
that in an Inſtant, which they obtain? i 
not but by many Tears and laſting Trowe , |! 
bles > Wait for Help from above} act {I 
with Courage and Conſtancy; Fear not: 
fly not, bur offer Body and Soul for tu 
Glory of God, and he will be thy Com- 
fort in Tribulations, and afterwards thy 
plentiful Reward. r 

This is a hard Saying; deny thy ſelf, take 
up thy Croſs and follow Jeſus: But it will 
be much harder to hear that laſt Word, 
60 ye curled into everlaſting Fire, How 
ſhall T bear EVE RRIG Loris who am 
lo much diſturb'd Wich Trifles 7 Give me 
ſwerkce o God, that with Patience I may 
ſubmit to all thy e and let 
me ſuffer here whatever thou pleaſeſt, ſo [ 
may never hear thoſe Words of Terror 


G je Curfed imo everliſting Fre. 
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T” Nlighten me, O good Jeſus, with the 
Clearneſs of inward Light, and chaſe 
away all Darkneſs from my Heart, 
Put a Stop to all my wandring Thought: 
and break the Force of all thoſe Temptz- 
tions, which violently aſſault me. Stretch 
forth thy powerful Arm, and fight for me, 
Put to Flight the wild Reaſts, my Paſſions, 
which ſeek to deſtroy me. Command the 
Winds and Tempeſts, ſay to the Sea, be 
ſtill, and behold a Calm will follow; there 
ſhall be a Peace by the Power of thy Word. 
My Lord God, be not far from me; my 
_ God, have regard to help me; for Afflictin 
Thoughts have riſen up . againſt me, . 
great Fears darken and torment my Soul; 
and how ſhall I eſcape, be ing thus weak and 
frail, in the midſt of ſo many powerful 
Enemies? But haſt not thou promis d. 
Lord, to help thoſe who call upon thee in Wh 
Tribulation, and give Relief to ſuch as are ſtr 
in Diſtreſs > Do then, Lord, as thou haſt War 
fid, fulfill thy Words, and let all Evis Nu 
now be put toFlight, This is my Hope, and Nen 
only Comfort to fy under the Shadow ot 
thy Wings; to truſt in thee in all Troubles: 
Io call on thee from my Heart, and wait 
with Patience, till thou ſhalt ſuccour me. 
Bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord, fos of 
| 
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fnce it has pleas'd thee, to permit this 
Temptation and Affliction to fall upon 
me. I'cannot eſcape it; all I can do, is to 
55 Recourſe to thee, that thou may'ſt 

elp me, and turn it to my Good. Lord, 
my Soul is now affficted, it is not well 
with me, a>. deep diſquieted withhis 
reſent Grief that torments me. And now, 
loved Father, what ſhall I ay; Lam in 
great Extremity, 3 *tis now the Hour of 
Combate; ſave me, O Lord, in this Hour; 
but tis thou haſt permitted it for the Ma- 
niteſtation of rhy Glory, in delivering me 
from ſuch Streights. Let it pleaſe thee then. 
Lord, to ſuccour me; for miſerable Wretch 
chat I am, what can I do, and whither ſhall 
| go without thee ? Grant me Patience, 
Lord, even this time allo; Help me, my 
od, and then however Temptations 
| preſs heavy upon me, yet I will not ſear. 
5 And now, in this Condition, what 
ſhall I ſay > Lord, thy Will be done, I have 
truly deſerv'd to be afflicted and griev'd, 
and certainly I ought to bear it; and 
would to God I could bear it with Pati- 
ence, till the Storm be over, and there ſue- 
ceed a Calm. But thy Almighty Hand is 
able even now to remove this Temptati- 
on from me, and abate it's Violence, that 
Ink not under it, as thou haſt often alrea- 
iy done, O God of Mercy, And the more 
Th unable 
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unable I am to reſcue my ſelf from this 
Evil, the more manifeſt will thy Power be 
in working this Change by thy mighty 
Arm, O God, be then to me a Jeſus, and 
deliver me. 3 e 


5 DONE 8 
uerciful God, the only Hope of my 

Soul, and my eternal Comfort, who 
— vifiteſt thoſe with eternal Sweet- 
neſs, who for the Love of thee, deſpiſe 


over-rale my Will by thy Grace, that 
ny: Soul may find no Reliſh in the Goods 
of this Life, but that thou being my only 
Comfort, every thing elſe may he no o- 
3 grateful; than as it comes from 

ee. Kd , | FEY . | 


Work that happy Effect in my Heart, 


as to take off all Bitterneſs from the Crofs 
and Suffering, and make them become de. 
lighrful to me, *T'was hy thy Grace S. Ste- 
then found Comfort, even in the Stones 
that were thrown againſt him, and S. Lau- 
rence in the Eire, chat conſum'd him: Twas 
by thy Help the Apoſtles found Sweetneſs, 
in their Afflictions, and rgoic'd in their 
Sufftrings, O grant me a large Port ion of 
this heavenly Aſſiſtance, that I may now 
faſte of that Sweetneſs, thou haſt prepar'd 
tor thoſe that ſerve thee ; that I may not 
be dejetted with the Evils- that encompal 
RD 0 $2. F9 | LIN m ) 
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the Sat sfact ions of this World; ſo 


' 
a 


Hand, I may. with true Submiſſion acce 
thy Appointments, and rejoice in tt 
Accomplichment of thy Will. © 


Behold, therefore, 0 pt God, I offer T 


Ihe all the Troubles, Afflictions, Diſqui- 
ets, I have hitherto ſuffer'd, and thoſe 
which at preſent diſturb me, in Union 
with the bitter Paſſion of thy only Son, 
my dear Redeemer 3 and I 

to ſtreng then me by thy Grace, that I —4 

never murmur atſthe Scourge, With whic 

thou art pleasd to vifit me: bat with à 

true Reſignation, ſubmit to it, patiently 

ſufter it for the Good ofmy Soul, and Cheap» 
fally offer it to 5 of thy Name. 


Ave Mercy on me, O Lord, havè Mere 
cy on me a miſerable Sinner, whe 
have ungratefully rebell'd againſt 

thee, and now ſuffer nothing, but what 


I moſt juſtly deſerve, My Iniquities are 


very great; and tho? thy. Hand afflicts me, 
yet how light is thy Puniſhment, if com- 
ard to the Multitude of my Offences? 
hou art juſt, O Lord, and thy Judgment 
if right, and I confeſs there is nothinig 
befallen me, but whar is according te 
the Appointment of thy Will; for thou 
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ne; but that receiving all as from thy 
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ch thee, ſo 


laſt Care of all thy Creatures, and wee 


—— — 


TO Prayers in time of Affliction, 
fatherly Providence watcheſt over thy e 
vants, who put their Truſt in thee. | 
But I moſt humbly beſeech thee, not i 
chaſtiſe me according to the Meaſure ofm 
Sins, by which I have moſt unworthjj 
provok'd thy Wrath; but according to ti 
Greatneſs of thy Mercy, which infinitely 
_ exceeds my Tranſgreſſions. Give me a true 
Conſtancy of Mind, and an untir'd Pati 
ence under all my Afflictions, that I may 
bleſs thee at all Times, that I may nee 
ceaſe to praiſe thy Name; but that, unde 
the Weight of all my Oppreſſions, I may 
ſill ra ĩſe up my Heart to thee; and that 
while I humbly bend under thy Rod, | 
may ſtill with Chearfulneſs rejoice in thee 
Have Mercy on me, O Lord, have Mercy or 
me, and according to the Greatneſs of ny 
Neceſſity, ſo help me, Lord; for thou ſec 
my Aff ict ion, thou know'ſt my Weakneh 

and thou alone haſt Power to help me, wht 
liveſt for ever, . 

5 V. 


Merciful Redeemer, who eve 

ſhew'ſt thy Goodneſs to us as wel 
F in thy Puniſhments, as in thy Blek 
fings, who by outward Chaſt iſements en 
deavour'ſt to heal the Corruptions of the 
inward Man, and by paſſing Troubles pre 
par iſt us for everlaſting Joys; grant that 


now with Patience I may receive the oy 
thou 


Prayers in time of Affliction. 71 
ou haſt put into my Hand, and drink it 
Obedience to thy Will. Nature indeed 
unwilling, and thinks it hard; but thou 
| ſuffer d much more for me, and my Sins 
ſerve yet greater Puniſhments from thy 
tice, | | Os | 
But thou know'ſt my Weakneſs, and 
erefore like the good Samaritan, whilſt 
ou pour'ſt Wine into our W ounds;which 
ches and bires, thou generally mixeſt 
vithO il, givingEaſe by thy interior Com- 
ts; and thus enableſt us to go through 
fe Exils, which otherwiſe we could not 
wort. Since therefore at preſent thou 
pleas d to ſend me this Trial, grant me 
ewiſe the Gift of Patience, that I may 
ejve this Trouble with a true Humility, 
| ſo reſign'd a Heart, that it may be a- 
able for the Remiſſion of all my Sins. 

Ir if, in thy fatherly Tenderneſs, thou 
lt think this gentle Correction to be 
cient, let this Affliction, I beſeech 

e, be follow'd with Quiet and Peace; 
to on this double Account, I may 
ler thee due thanks for having with 
terciful Hand chaſtisd my Wicked- 

„and for relieving my Sorrows with 
Sweetneſs of thy Comfort; for puni- 
g me in thy Juſtice, and ſparing me 
ompaſſion to my Weakneſs. To thee 
raiſe and Thankfgiving for ever. 


—S 


72 Prayersintime of Affliction. 


God, who refiſteſt the Proud, an 
| giveſt Grace to the Humble, deljy: 
| me, I beſeech thee, from the Triby!, 
| tion and Grief which ſtreighten me no 
on every fide ; for thou alone haſt Poy; 
5 to help me, and there's none that can: 
fiſt thy Will. Help me, O Lord, and Iſha 
be ſafe ; look with Compaſſion on m 
Weakneſs, and let not the Enemy hay 
Power over me. 3 
strengthen me, O merciful Lord, by th 
Grace, that in all my Afflict ions I may kee 
. Cloſe to thee, that I may love thee, fe: 
' thee, and praiſe thee. Thy Will be don 
in me; for thy Judgments are juſt, ani 
what am E. but a miſerable unworthy Sin 
ner? Bleſſed be thy Name for ever, fo 
thou uy know'ſt what is good for me 
and tho? I beg of thee not to puniſh 
accord ing to my Sins, yet do that, I beſced 
thee, which is moſt expedient for my Sl 
O God, whodeſpiſeth not the Signs of 
Contrite Heart, and haſt promis'd to he) 
the Prayers of the Afflicted Spirit, recei : 
now my Petition, which J offer thee fro 
under the Weight of my Oppreſſion, a 
be my Defender againſt all my Ad verſaries 
deliver me from their Snares, overthro 
their Counſels, and ſtand thou, Lord. : 


gain 
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ea inſt all the ir Attempts, that being reſtor d 
to Peace, I may for ever praiſe and bleſs 
thy holy Name. 
Without this thy Help, how can I ſub- 
fit in this miſerable Life > How can I ſup- 
port my ſelf, if I have not thy Mercy and 
Grace to comfort me ? Turn not therefore, 
all 0 Lord, thy Face from me; delay not thy 
"i heavenly Viſitation let me no longer 
"EY want the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace, leſt my 
doul become as Earth without Water. 
Teach me, Lord, to do thy Will; teach me 
to live humbly in thy Sight, for thou art 
me only W 1{dom that canſt inſtruct me; 
thou perfectly know'ſt me, and 'tis my De- 
fre truly to know and follow thee in all 
the Ways where-ever thou art pleaſed to 
lead me. We nj | ' 
| | 1 5 
Pra iſe thee, O heavenly Father, Fa ther 
of my Lord ſeſus Chriſt, for that thou 
art often pleas'd to remember me, a I 
poor and miſerable Creature. O Father of F 
Il Mercies, and God of all Comfort, Thanks 
be to thee who refreſheſt me ſometimes, 
tho unworthy of all Comfort: I ever bleſs 
and glorify thee, with thy Holy Ghoſt. O 
God, my Lord, whenever thou art pleaſed 
to come into my Heart, then all, that is 
within me, is fil'd with Joy. Thou art my 
Glory, and the Fulneſs of all Comfort> 
„ Thou 
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God, who reſiſteſt the Proud, an. 
| giveſt Grace to the Humble, delive 
| © me, I beſeech thee, from the Tribuk 
ion and Grief which ſtrejghten me noy 
| on every fide ; for thou alone haſt Pow 
/ to helpme, and there's none that can i 
fiſt thy Will. Help me, O Lord, and Iſh 
be fafe ; look with Compaſſion on m 
Weakneſs, and let not the Enemy hay 
Power over me. 5 
| Strengthen me, O merciful Lord, by th 
2 Grace, that in all my Afff ict ions I may kee 
. Cloſe to thee, that I may love thee, fe; 
' thee, and praiſe thee, Thy Will be don 
in me; for thy Judgments are juſt, an 
what am I, but a miſerable unworthy Sin 
ner? Bleſſed be thy Name for ever, fo 
thou 1 know'ſt what is good for me 
and tho? I beg of thee not to puniſh 
according to my Sins, yet do that, I beſeec 
thee, which is moſt expedient for my $a 
vation. „ 
O God, who deſpiſeth not the Sighs.of 
Oontrite Heart, and haſt promis d to hea 
the Prayers of the Affl icted Spirit, recein 
nov 3 whick offer thee fro 
under the Weight of my Oppreſſion, a 
be my Defender againſt all my Adverſaries 
deliver me from their Snares, overthro 
their Counſels, and ſtand thou, Lord, 


gain! 


you "i 


Prayers in time of Afﬀfiction. 73 
gainſt all the ir Attempts, that being reſtor'd 
to Peace, I may for ever praiſe and bleſs 
thy holy Name. 

Without this thy Help, how can I ſub- 
fit in this miſerable Life > How can I ſup- 
port my ſelf, if I have not thy Mercy and 
Grace to comfort me? Turn not therefore, 

0 Lord, thy Face from me; delay not thy 
"0 heavenly Viſitation let me no longer 
"ll want the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace, leſt my 4 
soul become as Earth without Water... 
reach me, Lord, to do thy Will; teach me 
eto live humbly in thy Sight, for thou art 
the only Wiſdom that canſt inſtruct me; 
thou perfectly knovꝰſt me, and *tis my De- 
fire truly to know and follow thee in all 
the Ways where-ever thou art pleaſed to 
Praiſe thee, O heavenly Father, Father 
of my Lord Jeſus Chr it, for that thou 
art often pleas'd to remember me, a 
poor and miſerable Creature. O Father of 
Mercies, and God of all Comfort, Thanks 
be to thee who refreſheſt me ſometimes, 
tho unworthy of all Comfort: I ever bleſs 
and glorify thee, with thy Holy Ghoſt. O 
God, my Lord, whenever thou art pleaſed 
to come into my Heart, then all, that is 
within me, is filbd with Joy. Thou art my 
Glory, and the Fulneſs of all Comfort> 
E Thou 


— — — 


—j— 


N. 


Thou art my Hope and my Refuge in the 
Day of Tribulation. © Oo 

Bur becauſe I am yet weak in thy Love, 
and imperfect in Virtue, I have need of 


— 


being comforted and ſtrengthen'd by thee: 


Viſit me therefore often, and inſtruct me 
in thy holy Diſcipline. Deliver me from 
my evil Paſſions, and heal my Heart of al 
it's diforder'd Affect ions; that being curd 
within, I may be prepar'd to love, coura- 
gious to ſuffer, and conſtant in hold ing out 
to the End in thy Service; that fo I may 


be no more diſquieted with Fears, dejected 


with Sadneſs, terrified with 'Temptations, 


nor weaker'd with Grief. 


O when will theſe Evils be at an End? 


When ſhall I be deliver'd from this miſer- 


able Bondage? When ſhall I think, O Lord, 
of thee alone? When ſhall-I be free from 
all Imped iments, in true Liberty without 
all Diſguiets, either of Body or Mind? Be- 
hold, I am here left as one poor and banith- 
ed, in the Land of Enemies, where there is 
continual War, and endlefs Misfortunes, 
Comfort, Lord, this my Baniſhment, mode- 
rate my Sorrow; for all my Deſire aſcends 
up in Sighs to thee. I profeſs I would glad- 
Iy fix my Heart on the Things of Heaven; 
but temporal Cares, and unmortified Paſ- 
fions, weigh me down. In Mind I would 


be above all Things; but I am forc'd to be 
| ſubject 
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| ſubject g corrupt Nature, even againſt my 


Will. Thus, unhappy Sinner that I am, I 
fightagainlt wy ſelf, I am become grievous 


"ro myſelf, whilſt my Spirit ſeeks after the 
Things. above, and Nature draws me to 


Things below. Be not therefore far from me 
my God depart not inthy Wrath fromthy 
Servant. Succour me, O everlaſting Truth, 
that nothing may move me from my Du- 


ty. Come, heavenly Sweetneſs, proclaim 4 


Peace to my Soul and abide with me in the 
midſt of all my Ten en 


"A Merciful and dear Redeemer, behold 
here Ian unworthy Sinner, redeem'd 
by thy precious Blood, fly to thee 

my God and my Saviour, with an humble 
but fervent Heart. Thou once offer'dſt thy 


ſelf to the: eternal Father on the Croſs 


for my Redemption; and now I, tho? u 
worthy to appear in thy Preſence, offer 


my ſelf wholly to thee, with all that I have; 


or am, or ſhall be. 


Accept, I beſeech thee, dear Jeſus, this if 


Offering I now make; and from this Hour 
take my Soul and Body, my Thoughts, my 
Words and Actions, into thy Mercy and 


Protect ion, that I may fa ithfully ſerve thee, 


my Redeemer ; and that neither Life nor 
Death, Plenty nor Want, neither Jemp- 
tation nor Peace, Joy nor Sadneſs, Eaſe nor 

E 2 Dilquiets, 


76 Prayers in anypublick Calamity; 
Diſquiets, may be ever able to divide me 
from thee. NT 
For this end I now deſire with all my 
Soul to renounce my ſelf, and that my 
Will for the future may be ever con. 
form'd to thine. I defire thee to. diſpoſe 
of me, and whatever belongs to me, in 
the Manner thou pleaſeſt, and as it ſhall be 
moſt for thy Glory. And I now defire to 
be content with whatever thou haſt ap- 
pointed for me. And therefore as to Sek. 
nels, Poverty, Contempt, Grief, Deſolati- 
on, or what other Suffering; may they be 
all welcome to me, O God, as they come 
from thy Hand: May I ſubmit to all, be 
content with all, and even rejoice in all, 
becauſe tis all the fulfilling of thy Will. 
In whatever Condition I am, may I ever 
think *tiswell, and defire nothing tb be o- 
therwiſe than it is, becauſe it js according 
to thy Will. Perfect, O God, this Will in 
me by thy Holy Grace, that thus my whole 
Comfort may ever be in thee. 
| VIII. 
In any publick Calamity. | 
Lmighty and everlaſting God, Father 
of Mercies, and God of all Comfort, 
have regard to us miſerable and unworthy 
Sinners, who in our Diſtreſs and Neceſſities 
with all Humility ſeek to chee for Hel 
Thy Hand is upon us, and we are ſeverely 
1 afflicted; 
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Prayers in any public Calamity. 77. 
alflicted; Tribulation is on every Side: 
And we, what ſhall we ſay to theſe Things, 
o dreadful Lord! Thou art juſt, O God, and 
thy Judgments are unqueſtionable : The 
Evils with which thou viſiteſt us, we con- 
ſeſs to be the juſt Scourges of thy Anger, 
which we have provok'd. For thou viſi- 
teſt our Iniquities with thy Rod, and our 
Sins with thy Scourge, becauſe we have ſo 
rebelliouſly offended againſt thy Divine 
Majeſty : We have ſinn'd, O Lord, againſt 
Heaven, and done Evil in thy Sight; by 
our Iniquities we are become unworthy 
to appear in thy Preſence, or to lift up 
our Eyes to Heaven. | [a es v6 
But look not, O Lord, ſo much on our 
Wickedneſs, as to forget thy - Goodneſs 3 
for as thou art Juſt, ſo thyMercies are above 
all thy Works: And if thou only regard- 
eſt our Iniquit ies, Lord, who ſhall be able 
to ſtand before thee 2 Moderate therefore, 
we beſeech thee, O merciful God, the Ri- 
gour of thy Juſtice, and deal nor with us 
according to our Sins, nor puniſh us ac- 
cording to our Iniquities; but according 
to the Multitude of thy tender Mercies, 
turn away thy Anger from us. 
Me are truly ſorry for having ſo grie- 
vouſly offended againſt thee, — by our 
Tranſgreſſions provok'd thy Juſt ice; and 
therefore in a contrite and humble Heart 


E 3 ve 


ſelves with our whole Truſt in thy infinite 


our Miſery, and not wholly abandon us to 


Death: Be mindful of the Promiſe. and 


78 Prayers-in any publick Calamity. 
we now fly to the Throne of thy Grace 
and Goodneſs; and there proftrating our 


Mercies, beg thee to have Compaſſion on 

the Fury of thy juſt Revenge. 
Look we beſeech thee, on the Face of 

thy Chriſt, who has purchas'd us. by hi 


Covenant thou haſt made with thyPeopl, 
and which has been feaPd with the Blool 
of thy beloved Son, our Redeemer. Jeſus 
Chriſt: Have regard to the Honour of thy 
Name, which is now invok'd by thy Ser- 
vants, but blaſphend by thy Enemies. 
And becauſe we are unworthy, of our Hen 
ſelyes, to be Partakers of the Effects of 
thy Goodneſs; at leaſt for thy own Sake, 
and for the Glory of thy holy Name, be fo 
merciful to ns, deliver us, and forgive us eic 
our Sins: Let that thy unſpeakable Love 
and Goodneſs move thee, which prevaib'd 
on thee to ſend thy only Son for our Re- 
demption. And we beſeech thee by the 
ſame Lord: Jeſus our Redeemer, by his moſt 
bitter Paſſion and Death, have regard t0 
our Prayers, hear our Cry, and confider 
the Afflictlion of thy People; for thou 
alone art our Protector and Deliverer. 


x. 
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* 

God- who by Sin art offended, and 
by Penance pacified, mercifully re- 
gard the Prayers of thy People who 

make Supplication to thee, and turnaway 
the Scourges of thy Anger, which we de- 
ſerve for Our Sins. „ 

Deſpiſe not, O Lord, thy People, call- 

ns upon thee in their Afflict ion; but for 
the Glory of thy Name, ſend us Relief in 
our Neceſſities. 
| Look upon us, O God, our Protector. 
that we, who are oppreſsd under the 
Weight of our Miſeries, may by the Effect 
of thy Mercy be reſtor'd again to Peace, 
and ſerye thee witha truefreedom of Spirit, 
Mercifully hear our Prayers, O Lord, we 
beſeech thee, that we, who juſtly ſuffer 
for our Offences, may for thy ſake be gra- 
ciouſly deliverd. 5 
0 God, who know'ſt our Weaknels, and 
that through the Frailty of our Nature 
ve cannot ſubſiſt amidſt ſuch Dangers and 
Terrors, ſtrengthen us, we beſeech thee, 
boch in Mind and Body; that the Evils 
ure ſuffer for our Sins, we may overcome 
hrough the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace. 


Bo Prayers in time of Thunder, &c, 
5 4 | 
In Time of Thunder, Lightning, or Storms. 
Firſt ſay the long Litanies, refeating twice thoſe 
NM ords, Hom Thunder and Lightning: Aud 
_. the Our Father being ended, go on thus, 
V. UR Help is in the Name of our 
Lord. R. Who made the Heavens 
= and the Earth. J. Shew, us O Lord, 
thy Mercy. R. And ſave us by thy Power. 
V. Help us, O God our Salvation. R. And 
for the Glory of thy Name deliver us, }; 
Let not the Enemy prevail aga inſt us. R. 
Nor the Son of Iniquity have Power to 
hurt us. J. Have Mercy on us, O Lord. R. 
As we have put our Truſt in thee. J. Lord, 
ſave thy People. R. And bleſs thy Inheri- 
| tance. VJ. Refuſe not thy Aſſiſtance to 
thoſe, that keep thy Law. R. Lord, God of 
Power, bleſſed is the Man that places his 
hole Confidence in thee. J. OLord;hear my 
Prayer.R. And let myCry come unto thee, 
| Let us Pray. 5 
God, who by Sin art offended, and 
by Penance pacified, Mercifully 
regard the Prayers of thy People, 
who make Supplication to thee; and turn 
away the Scourges of thy Anger, which 
we deſcrve for our Sins. 
| Defend, O Lord, this thy Houſe from 
the Power of evil Spirits, and bythy Com- 
mand abate the 'Terrors of this Storm, 
Almighty 


— — —„- 
— 


— 


Prayers in time of Thunder, &c 81 
Almighty and Everlaſting God, have 
Compaſſion on us, who juſtly now fear 
thy Judgments, and gracjouſly hear our 
Prayers, that ſparing us in this Storm, and 
removing the Tempeſt, we may hence have 
Reaſon to magnify thy Mercy. as 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who did'ſt once com- 
mand the Winds and the Sea, and there 
follow'd a great Calm, give ear to thePray- 
ers of this Family, and grant that by the 
sign and Power of Chriſt crucified, the 
Fury of this Storm may ceaſe, 8 
Almighty and moſt merciful God, who 
heal'ſt us by thy Puniſhments, and by thy 
Mercy preſerv'ſt us, grant n Servants, 
that we may be comforted in the Return 
of the Peace we defire, and enjoy the Gitt 
of thy Bounty. 
King of Heaven, and all- powerful God, 
who cover'ſt the Heavens with Clouds, 
and provideſt Rain for the Earth; who 
commandeſt the Storms above, and open'ſt 
the Gates of Heaven; who chaſeſt away 
Tempeſts, and mak*ſt the Calm return; 
who gav'ſt the Angel charge not to hurt 
the Earth, or Sea, or Trees ; mercifully hear 


us, we beſeech thee, have Compaſſion on 


us In our Fears, and chaſtiſe us not in thy 

Anger. 3 
Command in thy Power all theſe Ter- 

fors to ceaſe, ſhew thy ſelf ſovereign Lo” 
E-5 » 
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82 Prayers in time of Temptation; 
of all, and make them obey thy Word. 
May thy holy Spirit now defcend among 
us, and be our Comforter. May he protect. 
us aga inſt all the Deſigns of the Enemy; 
and let none of thy Creatures hurt us 
while we hope in thee, and feek for Shel. 
ter under thy Wings. Through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son, Oc. 
Here may be ated thoſe Pravers, Num. VIII. 
HED > © P- 755 79, Go | 

: In Time of Temft ation. 

Ord Jeſus Chrift, behold the Enemy 

makes violent Afﬀaults againſt me, 

and if thou com'ſt not into my De- 
fence, how (hall I be able to withſtand his 
Fury | Vouchfa fe therefore, Dear Lord, to 
take me into thy Protection; that how- 
ſoever weak and inconſtant I am of my 
ſelf, yet by the Aſſiſtance of thy Power, 
J may be ſecure. 

Deliver me, O God, from all my Ene- 
mies, for to thee I fly for Shelter : Teach 
me to do thy Will, for thou art my God, 
Be ro me a Protector, and Place of De- 
fence, and fave me, for a violent Storm is 
riſen againſt me, and being now ready to 
fink, behold ] ery to thee tor Help. Have 
Compaſton theretore on my Weaknels, 
and as thou did'it to Ferzr, lo now merch 
tully ſtretch forth thy Hand to me, and 
fave me from the Fury of obs i 

| crys 
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Prayers in time of Temptation. 83 
ſerve me, O God, from theſe Evils, which 
now cauſe Deſpair in my Soul; confirm 
me at leaſt with Strength from above, that 
ſo neither Blattery nor Fears, may be ever 
able to force me from my Duty, but that 
in all theſe Trials I may be ever faithful 
to thee. | „ 
Moſt juſt Lord, I confeſs aff is done by |! 
thy Appointment 3 and if thou ſhalt pleaſe |} 
to carry me on in this Exerciſe, and that 
be fill aſſaulted againſt my Will, what 
have I, miſerable Creature, to fay, but 
thy Will be done? I know I deſerve no 
Comfort from thee, having been ever 
faithleſs to thee, forſak ing thee my God, 
and yainly ſecking to ſatisfy my own cor- 
rupt Nature; therefore am I now juſtly 
deliver'd up to theſePaſſions, to be buffer- 
ted by Satan, and to be puniſh'd with the 
Trouble of theſe Trials. „ 
Wherefore beloved Jeſus, in Union 
with that true Reſignation wherewith 
thou offered'ſt thy ſelf to Death on the 
Croſs, I now offer and refign myſelf to 
whatever thou haſt appointed for me, ei- 
ther of suffer ing or Temptation. But re- 
member, O mercitul Jefus, how infirm and 
weak Tam: I have nothing of my own to 
truſt to, and therefore diſtruſting wholly 
my ſelf, I repoſe all my Confidence in thee. 
My Lord and my Gol, receive me oy thy 
| | Meter, 


ä ̃ͤ Nt. ao 


- 
of. 43 4, > rs 4, d 
_ 2 Z ET F 0 A — rev 
2 


84 For a Child taking evil Ways. 


Good of my Soul. 


Mercy, protect me by thy Power, and 
ſtrengthen me by thy Grace, that I may 


1o bear all Troubles and Temptations, whe. 
ther within or without, go on with that | 


Conſtancy, Reſolution, and Courage, and 
be ſo true to my Duty, that even till 
Death I may never yield, never ſeek Com- 
fort out of thee; but that all may turn 
ro my Improvement in Virtue, and to the 


„ o | wo 
Upon 4 Child, Friend, &c. raking evil Ways, 
ORD Jeſus Chriſt, who cam'ſt into 
7 this World to be the Shepherd of 
Our Souls, to ſeek after the loſt 


Sheep, and carry it back to the Fold, look 
on this thy Servant with the Eyes of Com- 


paſſion, and permit him no longer to run 


aſtray after Folly and Vanity; but by the 


Power of thy Grace may his rebellious 


Will ſubmit to thy Law. 


I confeſs, Lord, for my own Part, I 


| deſerve, for my Tranſgreſſions, the Rigour 


of thy Juſtice ; but ſpare me however, I 


bheſeech thee, in this Point, and let not 


| 


the Lofs of ſuch a Soul, thus dear to me, 
be the Puniſhment of my Offences. Thou 
haſt faid, thou hateſt nothing of what 
thou haſt made, but that thou wilt ſhew 
Mercy andſpare; let not then this thyCrea- 
ture and Servant be excluded from thy 


Promiſe; 


. 8 


„„ 85 
Promiſe 3 let him not be caſt off as a Re- 
probate; and tho? he has forſaken thee, 
yet thou canſt ſtill manifeſt in him the 
Power of thy Goodneſs, and by thy Grace 
reclaim him from his Evil  _ 
Remember, I beſeech thee, that Mercy 
thou ſhew*ſt to Mary Magdalen, to Peter, and 
to the Publican 3 ſee how all Chriſtians 
daily bleſs and magnify thy Name for this 
thy Goodneſs 3 ſee how many Sinners have 
been hence encourag'd to return to thee 
in Hopes of thy Pardon. Let now this 
thy Servant be-one Inſtance more of muy 
infinite Mercy, and let it not be enoug 
to forgive him when he repents; but ex- 
tend ſt ill thy Mercy farther, ſeek after him, 
call upon him, and draw him to Repen- 
kance. = | 
Let thy Light ſhine forth upon him, 
and remove his Blindneſs, that he may 
ſee the Error of his Ways, be ſenſible of 
his Offence againſt thee, of the Scandal 
he gives his Neighbour, of the eternal 
Ruin of his own Soul, and of as many o- 
thers as are deluded by his Example. ReCti- 
ty his Aﬀe&tions, and over-rule his Will, 
that he may no longer find Charms in 
the Things of this World, but being tru- 
Ih ſenſible of all his Fallies, may return to 
„his Duty, and have Courage to deny him- 
elf, and forſake all Sin for the Love of 
ee. | : Nee 


Servant be loſt, who has been redeemd 
by thy precious Blood. 


Von any Reprehenſion, Reproach, or falſe Accu: 


not according to the Face, but ſearcheſt 


and patient, thou know'ſt my Perverlity 


the Support of my Soul, for my own Con- 


in, and give me now Grace of greater 
Sufferance. For thy bountiful Mercy 1 


86 Upon a Reprehenſion, &c. 


Hear me, O ſeſus, and let not this thy 


XIII. 


| at ion. 
TO W miſtrably weak am I, who am 
thus eaſily diſturb'd ?' I cannot ſuf. 
fer ia few Words, who ought to 
have Courage even to endure Stripes, 
And why am I this infirm, but becauſe 
my Heart is yet carnal, and I regard Men 
more than I ought ? If I were dead to the 
World, and the World were truly cruci- 
fy'd to me, F ſhould be content to be de- 
ſpis'd and humbled, I ſhould not value 
what Men fay of me, but wholly depend 
on thy judgment, O Lord, who judgeſt 


the Heart and Reins, _ 55 
O Lord my God, the juſt Judge, ſtrong 


and Weakneſs; be thou my Strength, and 


ſc iencè ſuffices me not. I onght in every 
Reproach and Reprehenfion, to ive hum- 
bly ſubmitted my ſelf, and born it pat! 
ently : But mercifully pardon me, I be. 
feech thee, as often as J have fail'd here- 


mo if 


—— 


FRATERS: 87 
more available to me, for the ohtaining 
of Pardon, than my conceiv'd Juſtice for 
the Defence of my hidden Conſcience. 
Although my Conſcience accuſes me not, 
yet in this I am not juſtify'd. For if I 
deſerye not this Severity on this Score, 
et I cannot pretend it is unjuſt. O God, 
bow many other Ways have I deſerv'd it 
from thy Hands at leaſt, who have fo of- 
ten offended thee; and. if thou art now 
m7 to puniſh me in this Way, why 
ould I complain > O God, I defire to 
accept all as from thy Appointment z and 
I now fall down proſtrate under thy 
Scourge, and bleſs thy Nam. 
| XIV. 3 
When a Friend, Child, Relation, &c. is ſei xd 
with Sickneſs. - 
O thy infinite Goodneſs, dear Jeſus, 
I recommend this thy Servant, whom 
thou art pleas'd to viſit with this 
Diſtemper. Take him into thy Care, I 
beſeech thee, and be his Phyſicnn 3; give 
a Bleſſing to the Remedies that {hall - be 
used, and puniſh not my Sins in him, but 
ſpare him, if it be thy holy Will. I leave 
him wholly in thy Hands, and hope that, 
as thou haſt often comforted the AﬀMifted 
in giving Health to the Sick, ſo thou wilt * 
at preſent ſhew thy Mercy. to thy Ser- 
vant, and reſtore him again to us. * 
| 1 im 
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88 Prayers in any Violence of Pain, 


him Patience in this his Sickneſs, and ſanc- 
tify it to him by thy Grace, that he may 
accept it as from thy Hand; and as for me, 
grant me a true Chriſtian Spirit, that I 
may be perfectly refign'd to thy Will, and 
confeſs thee to be moſt juſt and adorable 
in all thy Decrees. Help us, O Lord, di- 
rect and comfort us under thy Scourge, 
for as thou art Juſt, ſo thou art Merciful. 
Shew us then thy Mercy, that we may 
rejoice in thee. ED 
£313 Es Er 
In any Violence of Pain. 

AVE Mercy on me, O Jeſus, a mi. 
ſerable Sinner, and deliver me from 
this Pain, which diſquiets me; or 

grant me Patience to bear it, as becomes 
my Duty. When I look on my ſelf, I 
cannot but confeſs I moſt juitly deſerve 
all this from thy Hands; tor what is there 
of Pain that is not my due, if I were to 
be puniſh'd according to my Delerts? 
Are not there many now ſuffering in 
Hell, whoſe Sins exceed not mine? And 
s it not a Mercy then, that I am thus ten. 
derly Viſited ; while ſo many others ſuf. 
fer under thy Juſtice, without Hopes 0! 
Relief ? See then, my Soul, halt thou rea- 
ſon to Murmur or Complain of the 
' Weight of this Scourge? Or rather art 
thou not oblig'd with Thanks to bleſs tie 
i Goodnels 


— — 


Prayers in any Violence of Pain: 89 
Goodneſs of thy Lord? And if thou think*{t 
thou art ſeverely dealt with, raiſe thy 
Thoughts a little, and hear that laſt Sen- 
tence pronounc'd of, Go ye Accurſed into 
Frernal Fire. O, if thou wer'ſt one of that 
wretched Number, and now in the Mo- 
ment of ſinking into Hell, would'ſt not 
thou eſteem it a Mercy to have that fad 
Doom exchanged into the Pain thou now 
endur'ſt? Give thanks then now, and 
remember, that inſtead of this preſent Un- 
eaſineſs, thy Lot might juſtly have been 
with thoſe, whoſe Pains ſhall never end. 
Thanks therefore be to thee, O Lord, for 
all thy Mercies 3 and now with all my 
Soul J bleſs thy Name, and Bleſſed be it 

for ever. EN 31301 

| But ſtill I want Patience, I am till 

Uneaſy: And is not this, becauſe thou 

art Infirm and Weak, and know'ſt not 

the Ways of thy Lord 2 Thou haſt taken 
thy Time to offend, and he now takes 
his Time to puniſh thee. Thou haſt of- 
ten ſinfully indulg'd thy Will, and to 
pleaſe thy ſelf, haſt made light of diſ- 
| pleaſing him; therefore is his Hand upon 

thee now 3 therefore he calls thee to Self- 
denials, and that's become now a Force 
upon thee, which {ſhould have been thy 

Choice. Neglect not then this Opportunity 

put into thy Hands; but accept of this 

| = Crorection, 
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Correction, to fatisfy for all thoſe vici. 


| 5; in Heaven : And now the Trial is come, 


90 Prayers inany Violenceof Pain; 


_ ous Liberties, whereby thou haſt hither- 
to injur'd thy Soul, and diſpleas'd thy 
God. Offer up every Pain thou feel} 
for ſuch particular Sins, as are thy great- 
eſt Burthen ; and as often as it returns, 
let it be ſtill aſſign'd to Diſcharge ſome 
old Debr, that lies upon thy Hands. 0 
God, 'tis thus I offer jt now, and beg 
\ thee graciouſly thus to accept it from me: 
Accept it in pardon'of all my Sms : Up- 
on this Score I readily embrace the Rod, 
and think they are very caſy Terms, if 
thus I may eſcape thy Anger, and be a- 
F 122015254: 

But why do I ſpeak of Terms? Tho 
art my God, and *tis thy Right to Com: 
mand and Order whatever thou wilt, and 
"tis my Duty to Obey. This Pain 1; 
what thou haſt appomted for me; and 
am not I moſt miſerable; if I withſtand 
or diſpute thy Will > T have many Years 
been faying, Thy will be done on Earth, as it 


how uneaſy am TI in ſubmitting to thee?. 
Change, O God, I beſeech thee, this my 
Heart, and let me no longer rebel againſt 
thee; give me à Heart ready to ſubmit to 
all thy Orders, and willing to follow 
where ever thou commandeſt. Behold l 
now defire to offer my ſelf ro thee 2 

| | contfels 
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confeſs thy Judgments are Fuſt. And as 


to al Tam to ſuffer, IT accept in Union 


of all thoſe Torments, thou enduredſt for 


me: O that I conld bear all with ſuch 
Patience, Humility and Refignation, that 


Imight truly thew my ſelf to be thy Dif- 
V 0 | 
At the Death of 4 Friend, &c. 


I am, to ſay againſt thy Decrees ? 
hall I call in Queſtion, or complain of 
Flat thou haſt done ? Shall I, poor 


f the Almighty 2 He was mine, 'tis true, 
ut he was more thine ; and if thou haſt 


o thy good Pleaſure 3 what part of a 
hr ĩſt jan is it, now to be diſturb'd at thy 
\ppointments ? In vain have I ſo many 
Years repeated to thee, my God, Thy will 
e done, if now, when thou haſt evidently 
panifeſted thy Will to me, I cannot ſub- 
nit to it; is not this a Sign, I more ad- 
nire thy Bleſſings, than the Hand that 
ave them; and that I more adore my 
dn Satisfaction and Content, than the 
\ccompliſhment of thy Will, which 
bught to be to us, above all, Adorable ? 
'Tis true, ſomething is to be allow'd 
o Nature and Decency, to Mourn and 
„„ Grleve 


22 
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At the Death of a Friend. : 91 


. $ thou haſt done this, O Lord, and 
what have I; miſerable Sinner that 
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orm, lift up my ſelf againſt the Hand 


lispos'd of what is thy own, according 
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92 At the Death of a Friend. 
Grieve a little at the Loſs of what was 
ſo dear; but if this becomes immoderate 
tis then the Grief of Unbelievers; fo 
Chriſtianity. allows of no Exceſs: This 
requires of me to moderate all my Paſſions 
to deny my ſelf, and not. to leave that 
to be done by Time, which Reaſon an 
Religion ought to do. 
Ah, my Soul, ſhew thy ſelf then a Chri 
ſtian now, and let not the Loſs of a Cre 
ture put thee in Danger of lofing th 
Creator too. Tho! it be difficult to ſub 
mit, yet beg Aſſiſtance from above, for 
Nature to yield to the Lord of all; an 
now. even againſt thy Incl mation, cr 
out, Thou artjuſt, OLord, in all thy Ways 
thy Will be done, thy Will be done now 
een 92 
Thus, Lord, I leave my ſelf, and all jr 
thy Hands, defir ing truly to humble m 
ſelf under thy Rod, a beg that, as it] 
for the Puniſhment of my Sins, ſo it ma 
be for the Amendment of my, Life. Hel 
me, dear Jeſus, in this, and be thou m 
Comforter, both now, and to all Eternity 
And fee now, my Soul, thou ſtrive t 
make him ſo to thee ; for if he cannot ſuſ 
ply this Loſs, and relieve thy Want, is! 
not becauſe the Creature is greater to the 
than thy God! O Jeſus, be now to me, i 


God, my Helper, and my Deliverer, w_ 


SP : 


wTrouble of © Conſcience 3 when the Soul, in a 
nurticular Caſe, deſires to know ber Duty, of 
boch ſhe has not as yet en abſolute Cer- 
VVV 

W Merdifal Jeſus; who Haft- promised 
0 to be found by thoſe that ſeek thee, 
> have Compaſſion on'this miſerable 
mnrorthy Sinner, and fulfill thy Word in 
ne. For behold Jam truly ſenſible of my 
wn Weakneſs, and of the Truth of what 
thou haſt ſaid, That without thee I can do 
bing; and therefore I now humbly make 
y Addrefs to thy Goodneſs, beſeeching 
thee, that thou would'ſt vouchſaſe to be 
ound by me 3 that thou would'ſt give 
ne the Grace of ſeek ing thee with a fin- 
ee Heart, that the Impreſſions of Edu- 
tion may not make me obſtinate aga inſt 
by Truth; that neither Intereſt or Com- 
lance, or any other humane Reſpect 
rhatever, may biaſs me in my Choice; 
ut that look ing for thee with all Since- 
ity, I may be rais'd above all theſe Con- 


o put me out of the Way to Heaven. 
0 God, What have I on Earth, and be- 
des thee what have IJ in Heaven: Was 
ot I made for thee ? And if I loſe thee, 
there any Thing on Earth can make 
e for ever happy ? Is there any ng 
here 


lerations, and ſuffer nothing of Ertng 


94 Prayers in Trouble of Conſcience, 
here can recompenſe the Loſs of my Soul 
O Jeſus! far be it from me to run this H 
zard : Thou haſt taught me in thy Pa 
the true Worth of a Soul; ar when 
conſider how much thou ſuffered'ſt 
urchaſe Happineſs for me; do I not there 
ſee, how much I ought to ſalter, to pr 
vent the Ruin of my Soul? O God, per 
mit me not, I beſeech thee, to caſt away 
upon this World, what: has coſt thee the 
Blood of mY only Son. 35 

No, my God, I defire ever to he thine, 
and here, in thy Preſence, I declare thou 
art to me above all the World, I renounce 
all for the ſake of thee. Have Regard to 
me therefore at preſent, and take me into 
thy Protection; defend me from all De. 
luſions; remove all Darkneſs from my 
Soul; and mercifully lead me into thy 
Truth. If it be thy Way, in which ! 
walk at: preſent, preſerve me for ever in 
it, and let me rather ſuffęer a thouſand 
' Deaths, than depart from it: But if 
have been hitherto in Error, deliver me, 
I beſeech thee, from it; open then the 
Way to me, ſhew me thy Paths, and 
guide me into thy Truth, for where thou 
art, there I deſire to be; I deſire to be 
in thy Way, that I may faithfully ſerve 
thee, and that I may find thee at the Eni 
of my Journey. Grant me, O God, this 


A Thankſgtving: Prayer. 95 
ny Requeſt, for the Loye of thy only Son; 


for in thee I put my Truſt. 


H Thave ſet down a Collection of ſome 
L Leſſons and Prayers, which may give ſome 
Relief in Time of Affliction and Sadneſs ; I 
cannot promiſe they will be always ſaid with this 
wol Effet, and yet I cannot but hope ſo far in the 
Promiſes of God, that ſuch as uſe them for this 
En, will in good Time find God their Comforter. 
ke ma! for [ome Time, for our greater Trial and 
fumiliat ion, delay this interior Relief; ſo that 
iCri/tian while he earneſtly ſeeks God in Prayer, 
10 be hit Comforter in the Day of Tribulation, ma 
fill ſoak in Spirit, and be cover'd with Dee 
in{bave Reaſon, with David, to cry out, Con- 
riltatus ſum in exercitatione mea. Tet if 
he with Conſtancy holds on, bearing his Trial with 
Patience, and continuing his Prayers with an aſ- 
lured Confilence in Gad, he will at length find all 
Delays abundantly recompens'd in the Fulneſs of 
1ce, and have Reaſon to give Thanks for this 
Method of Providence, which laying Thorns in the 


„ males them all bring forth the Fruit 05 Glory. 
be Lhere add a Thankſgiving Prayer for ſuch, 


have exferienc'd God's. Goodneſs in being deli- 
xd from thoſe Evils, with which they were op- 
ed 3 deſiring all Chriſtians, as they are very 
ſible of every Trouble that afflicfs them, and 
ſlicitous for Relief, ſo they would be as careful 
returning Thanks for having obtain'd their 
_ Requeſt; 
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o6 A Thankſeiving Prayer. 

Requeſt : This being a Point, in which too mam 
and thoſe efteem'd good too, are very deficient J. 
that I fear tis with us, as with the Lepers in 
the Copel ne above one in Ten gives due Thank 


for theſe Bleſſings receiv'd : All are earneſt in 
Asſting, but very few in Thankſgiving, 


— 


In the firſt Place ought to be ſaid the Ham 

Te 5 We praiſe thee, O God; then 

as Occafion ſerves, may be added, Pſalm 65, 

or 80, or, 95, 99, Io2, 148, the Song 0 
the Three Children; then, 

- Nie ee 
. leſſed be the Lord God of our Fs. 
thers. R. May he be praisd and 
glorified for ever. V. Let us bleſs 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. R. Let 
us adore and magnify him for ever. . 
Bleſſed be our Lord in Heaven. R. Let 
Praiſe and Glory be given to him for ever. 
F. Bleſs our Lord, my Soul. R. And 
forget not thy Afflictions. Y. Lord, hear 
my Prayer. R. And let my Cry come un. 
to thee. Let us Pray. 

O God, whoſeMercies are without Num. 
her, and the Treaſure of whoſe Goodnel 
is infinite, we render thee moſt humble 
Thanks for thy Bleſſings at preſent be. 
ſtow'd on us, beſeeching thy Divine Ma. 
zeſty, that as thou haſt in this granted our 
Requeſts, ſo thy Mercy may ever „ 

—_ 


Inſtrutt ions for the Sick. ©7 
with us, and prepare us for everlaſting 
, DYE DTT ONT. po, 
0 God, who forſak'ſt none, that truſt in 
thee, but favourably giveſt Ear to ſuch as 
call on thee in their: AfMi&ion, we offer 
thee our moſt hearty Thanks for the Grant 
of our Petitions, and humbly pray thee 
to be our Protector againſt all Adverſi- 
ties : Through our Län Jeſus Chriſt, thy 
bay Wi; i e 10! STRQ SH e F) . 
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Inſtruct ions and Devotions for the Sick: 

Q. ben a Perſon. is ſei xd with Sickneſs, 
what ought. to be his chief Concern ? 

A. To conſider the; State of his Soul, 

and reſolve er uſing all the Means 
proper for mak ing his Peace with God, 


and putting himſelf in that Condition, 


that if Almighty God ſhall pleaſe to call 


him out ofthis World, he may not be found 


unprepar'd. No Delays ought to be ad- 
mitted in this Affa ir; becauſe to prepare 
for Dying well, is a great Work: They 
who have liv'd well, have made the fureſt 
Preparation for it; and yet even theſe 
too will find enough to do in the Time 
of their Sickneſs, for fitting the ir Souls 
for this laſt Paſſage 3 how much more then 
will thoſe have upon their Hands, who in 
their Lives haye forſaken God, and been 
wanting to many may Duties 8 

3 | ior 


98 Tſtruftions for the Sick. 


for ſüch who haye thus liv'd in diu, ani 


on their Death-bed ſeem to return to God. 
and ask for Mercy, I mult ſay, with many 
Fa thers, their Caſe 18 very dangerons, if not 


deſperate; I can promiſe nothing to ſuch 
late Endeavours, which are very ſeldom 
ſincere; however ſince none ought to de- 


ſpair. I with all Sorts would make the beſt 
Uſe of their Sicknets, which is a Call from 
Heaven to moons for Eternity: Thoſe, 
who have liv'd beſt will-certainly go on 
with the greater Confidence in God ; and 
as for the others, who knows but God 
may ſhew Mercy to them > 
1ſt, Then, Let the Sick Perſon, whilſt 
he ſends for the Phyſician, or ſuch as may 
take Care of his Health, remember to call 
tor his Spiritual Phyſician too, who may 
help to put his Soul in a good State. 
2dly, Let him engage his belt Friends to 
diſcover to him the anger of his Diſtem- 
per, as ſoon as they apprehend any; and 
defire them not to flatter him with the 
Hopes of Recovery, when in Reality there 
appears none 3 that ſo he may diſpoſe his 
Soul for what God has rde for him, 
and not be ſurpriz d with ſudden and un- 
expected Death. For tis moſt certainly a 
very unfriendly Part, to delude a ſick Per. 


ton with falſe Hopes, and on Pretext of 


not diſturbing him, to take out of his 
| Hands 


4M nds the Opportunity, never more to 
1M & cecover'd, of preparing his Soul to ap- 
vi pear before his Lord; this is a Sort of 
1M friendſhip very barbarous and cruel, 
hM whilſt for che preſerving a ſhort Peace, is 
nM jentur'd the Loſs of that which is Eternal. 
e. 34y. If he has not his Will already 
{t I nade;, $6 in Prudence he ought) let him 
n be careful in the Beginning of his Sickneſs 


e, co call for ſuch experienc'd Perſons as may 


n help him to make it, that ſo having fet- 
d ted all Temporal Affairs he may wholly 
d apply his Thoughts afterwards, without 

any Diſturbance; t the Care of his Soul. 
ſt This it is, in which many, otherwiſe good, 
People are very much overſeen 3. neglect- 
ing to make their Wills in Time of Health. 
ss if they were afraid to think of dying, 

and then purting it off ſtill in Time of 
0 II Sickneſs 3 ſo that, as it too often happens, 
. they either die without a Will, or elſe 
d make it in ſuch Diſorder, that they entail. 
ie WF on their Friends and Relations |afti 


might have been preyented by their time- 
ly Care, and will moſt certainly be ſeyere- 


ted Neglect, have given the Oceaſion 
of theſe Diſorders and Scandals. +. . - 
470%, If he he in Debt, or has any Re- 


e dhe 
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Contentions and endleſs Expences 1 


y lad to their Charge, who by their at- 
: 


ſitution to make, let him take Care for 


100 Inſtructious fer the Sick. 
the ſatisfying theſe Obligations, to the 
beſt of his Pert 
Fthiy, Let him be mindful to forgiveal 
thoſe who have any Ways injur'd hin 
3 Pardon of as many as he hz 
wrong'd, either in Word or Deed. 
sthh, If the Diſtemper be dangeron, 
let him admit but few Viſits, ſince the 
Diſcourſes of moſt People are only ſo 
many Diſtract ions, and help to bring the 
World into one who is going out of it 
The Reaſon, why theſe Things ought Nat 
to be done in the Beginning of Sickneſ, 
is, becauſe many Diſtempers unex pected. 
ly fly up into the Head, and deprive: 
Man of all Reaſon: and Judgment; and Nie. 
where the Diſtaſe ſpares the Brain, te; 
Phyſician very often does not, preſcrit- 
ing Remedies wh ich lay him under ſucha Ml. 
dozing Sleepineſs, that, it may be, he ne. It 
yer more comes truly to himſelf again 
but goes ſleeping and ſenſeleſs out of the 
World. Thus, whether from the Diſeaſe 
or the Phyfick, an Opportunity of ſett. | 
ing theſe Affairs, loſt in the Beginning ot 
proves but too often paſt all Recover, ar 
and therefore in Prudence ought not 0M . 
be neglected. 20-1 1 — 1 
Q. After the ſick Man has Reaſon to hit 
that he has effefually made his Peace with Gil 
what Method do you propoſe to be us'd, as ml 
xo V _ 


lnſtruct ions for the Sick, 101 
ger to prepare him for his laſt Hour, and fit 
m to appear before his Fudge? 5 
4. There can be no one Method fit for 
|, but a great deal muſt be left to Diſ- 
etion, in Compliance to particular Ca- 
5 and Circumſtances. But however, it 
king moſt certain, that a Soul, without 
tie Hith in God, without Hope and con- 
ce in his Goodneſs, without Charity, 
jthout a ſincere Refentance, without Refg- 
tion, Patience, &c. is very unfit to bejpre- 
nted before the Judgment - Seat; there- 
re it js abſolutely neceſſary in Time of 
kneſs, Care ſhould be taken to eſtabliſh 
oul in theſe Virtues, that ſo being pu- 
hed from all Sin, it may be found cloath'd 
its Wedding-Garments, and thus enter 
to Eternity. A good Director, and pi- 
Books will be helpful for this End: 
it for ſuch as are not better provided, 
WW! here ſet down a ſhort Collection of 
W&yotions, by which it may be in the 
ver of any charitable Friend, to aſſiſt 
WW Neighbour for the doing this great 
2 ork, which, being once well done, will 
an everlaſting Bleſſing. | 

088 4 Praver in the Beginning of any Sickneſs. 
Ord Jeſus Chriſt, behold I receive this 
Sickneſs, with which thou art pleas'd 
to viſit me, as from thy fatherly Hand: 
is thy Will it ſhould be thus with 
Eo Me, 


* 


1 
1 


| 
f 


offer my ſelf with an entire Submiſſion 


102 nſtruct ions for the Sick, | 
me, and therefore I accept it; thy Wilt! 
be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven, May 
it be to the Honour of thy holy Name, 
and good of my Soul. For this End I here 


— — — — 


to all thy Appointments; to ſuffer what. 
ever thou pleaſeſt, as long as thou pleal. 
eſt, and in what manner thou pleaſeſt. 
For Iam thy Creature, O Lord, w_ have 
moſt ungratefully offended againſt thee; 
and ſince my Sins have a long Time call d 
aloud to Heaven for Juſtice, why ſhall ! 
now complain, if I feel thy Hand upon 
me 2 No, my God, thou art juſt in all th 
Ways; J have truly deſerv'd thy Puniſh 
ments, and therefore I have no Reaſon ti 
complain of thee, but only of my own 
W ickednels. 3 

But correct me not, O Lord, I beſeech 
thee, in thine Anger, but have Regard t 
my Weakneſs. Thou knoweſt how frail 
I am, that I am nothing but Duſt and 
Aſhes : Deal not with me therefore accord 
ing to my Sins, neither puniſh me accord « 
mg to Iniquities; but according to the 
Multitude of thy moſt tender Mercies hay 
Compaſſion on me. Let thy Mercy com: 
mixt with thy Juſtice, and let thy Grad 
be my Support. in my Sickneſs. Contm 
my Soul with Strength from above, that 
I may bear with Patience all the Une 
Hels 
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neſs, Pains, Diſquiets, and Difficulties of 
my Iuneſs, that I may chearfully accept 
them, as the juſt Puniſhment of my Of- 

Wl fences. Preſerve me from all Temptations, 

and be thou my Defence againſt all Aſ. 

MM faults of the Enemy, that in this Sickneſs 

And if this 

beg of thee, ſo to direct 

ene by thy Grace, that I may no Ways 

MW neglect or be depriv'd of thoſe Means, 

(which thou haſt in thy Mercy ordain'd for 

Icke Good of my Soul, to prepare it for its 

1 Paſlage into Eternity; that being perfect- 

ly cleans'd from all my Iniquities, I may 

believe in thee, love thee, put my whole 

Truſt in thee, and through the Merits of 

thy Death and Paſſion be admitted into 


Imay no Ways offend thee. 
is to be my laſt, I 


ll praite thee for ever. Amen. 

This or ſuch like Prayers, ought to be ſaid; at leaſt 
in Heart, nor only in the Beginning, but every 
Daythroughout the whole Time of Sic kne(s. 


vera Exerciſes, proper in long Sickneſs, ro be read 
at Times, leiſurely and diſtinctiy by any Friend 3 


Words, but in Heart, 
RE ĩ oa 4 
Believe in God the Father, who has 
made me to his own Image and Like- 


nels, 
And 


, - 
” 94; AD; 
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the Conpany of the Bleſſed, where I may 


whom the Sick Perſon may accompany, not in 
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104 ACT of FAITH. 
And in Jeſus Chriſt, my Saviour who 
has redeem'd me by his precious Blood. 
And in the Holy Ghoſt, who has fan&ji. MW: 
fied me in my Baptiſm _- / 
I believe the Holy Catholick Church, M+ 
and whatever ſhe teaches, as receiv'd from In 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Of this Church Wir 
I profeſs my ſelf a Member at preſent, and Ev 
thus J defire to die. | 
In Profeſſion of this Faith I here recite 
the Apoſtles Creed, I believe in God, the Father | 
Almighty, Maker of Heaven, GCC. 
All which J underſtand in the Senſe our 
Holy Mother the Church has always un- 
derſtood it, 8 e 
hus, O God, I believe; encreaſe, I be- 
eech thee, and confirm my Faith, 
With this I defire to appear before thy 
Tribunal, where I firmly hope ] ſhall fee 
the good Things thou haſt prepar'd in the 
Land of the Living. 
Ihe following Prayer is only for ſuch, as are not in 
1 Jet in the Geb. 1 
| ( I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Noe 
&c.) I tahe my ſelf to be a Member of the Wi 
True Catholich, Apoſtolick Church mention'd in Wi 
this Creed: But if thou ſeeſt, O Lord, that Thave e 
been deceiv'd in the Choice ] have made, and that If. 
in Reality I have taken Part with falſe Teacher, MP"! 
behold here in thy Preſence I renounce the Errors ne 
I have profeſbd whatever they are; I diſown the 
| Congregations 


r —— 3 


ACT of HOPE. 105 
ongregation, by which J have been miſled 3 and 
ww lay before thee my moſt ſincere Deſires of be- 
ſaming 4 Member of thy True Catholick Church: 
ind did Ibut know, which in particular it is, I 
lire I would this Moment be a Member of it. 
111 know'ſt, my God, the Sincerity of my Heart 3 
inl to thee I profeſs J belteve all its Doftrines 3 I 
ww unite my ſelf to it; and tho' to the World I 
um not in Union with it, yet before thee, O 
prcher of Hearts, T hope T am. Supply now, Tbe- 
ech thee, all that is wanting to me through my 
wn Ignorance, and forgive me my Sins; for I de- 
tf them all for Love of thee, and hope, thro" the 
Death and Paſſion of thy only Son, to be partaker 
f thy Mercy. Forgive me, O Lord, forgive me, for 
hee alone T hope and put my Truſt, 
HO PE. 
HOU haſt prepar'd, O Lord, everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs for thoſe that love 
thee. But how can I expect a part 
in this Reward, who am a moſt grievous 
inner, and from my Childhood have ever 
loneEvil in thy Sight? Ah, my God while I 
ook on my ſelf, I am terrified with mySins, 
nd ſee there nothing but Reaſons of Deſ- 
ar; and from this Senſe of my own Un- 
orthineſs, I here declare I have nothing 
t my own to truſt to: No, my God, no- 
ng of my own, but all my hope is in 
e. e 


* 
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106 Act of HOPE. 
I confeſs therefore my Sinsare many and 
grieyous3 but ſtill I truſt in thy Merg, 
that through the Merits and Paſſion of ny 
Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, I ſhall obtain Da. 
don of my Offences, and partake of the 
Glory of the Bleſſed. Thou haſt faid it,0 
Lord, that thou wilt caſt off none that 
place their Hope in thee ; behold I hoy: 
in thee, let me not be confounded fore. 
ver. Tho! I were guilty of many more Sins, 
yet ſtill would truſt in thee, for thyMercy 
is infinitely above all my Iniquity. 
Look therefore on me with the Eyes 
of Compaſſion, and reject not the Petit. 
on of one proſtrate at thy Feet. I am Duſt 
and Aſhes, but behold, I offer to thee the, 
Paſſion and Blood of thy only Son; in 
that I have an infinite Treaſure of Mercy 
ſtor'd up for me: He laid down his Lit 
for Sinners, and became a Propitiation 
for my Offences ; tis this I now prelenth 
to thee; tis in this, and thy Promiſes, IIb 
ground all my Hope: And fince I have; 
this to depend on, I will never deſpab f 
but ever preſerve a firm and lively Truft 
in thee. Our Lord is my Light and my So 
vation, whom ſhall I fear 2 Our Lord is u 
Protector, and nothing {hall hurt men 
Our Lord js Merciful and full of Compalr 
fion. As a tender Father has CompaſtionM! 
on his Children, ſo will our Lord 1 
| ercy 


Aft of CHARITY. 1& 

Mercy to all that fear him; for he knows 
hat we are, andof what we are made. He is 
weet and tender to all, and hisMercies are 


de Weak, raiſes up thoſe that fall, comforts 
he Afflicted, and pardons Sinners. OG od. all 
heſe good Effects Thope thou wilt at pre- 
ent work in my Soul, and ſo watch over 
e that nothing neceſſary for my Salva- 
jon be wanting to mee. 
| VVV 
Love thee, my Lord God, and 'tis my 
WM hearty Defire to encreaſe ſtill more and 


F 


thou haſt commanded;with allmyHearr, 


WW-ithall my Soul, and with all myStrengrh. 
1Whou art to me all in all; and out of thee 
pl here is nothing able to help me, or wor- 


hy ofmy Love. O infinite Goodneſs, when 
all I perfectly love thee > When wilt 
hou wholly poſſeſs my Heart > When ſhall 
be entirely thine ? O let that happy Hour 
ome, when thou wilt take full Poſſeſſion 
{my Heart, that Imay 155 my ſelf wholly 
) thee. Lord Jeſus Chi 

ow'd infinite Bleſſings on me, through- 
ut the whole Courſe of my Life ; add this 


| the unlawful, vain and unprofitable 
tections of this World, and begin now 


hoyeall his Works. He gives Strength to 


MM more in thyLove, thatT may love thee, 


iſt, thou haſt be- 


ne Bleſſing more, Ibeſeech thee, to all the 
mer, that I may here perſectly renounce | 


ro 
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103 A of CHARITY, 
to fix my Heart on thee with a pure ang 
perfect Love, which may abide for all x. 
ternity. 1 3 
I love thee, O Lord, my Strength, thou 

art my. Defence, and my Refuge, thou art 
my Deliverer. Tis good for me to De. 
pend wholly'on my God, and in him to put 
my Truſt: For what is there in Heaven 
beſides thee? And out of thee, what haye 
T to ſeek on Earth? As the Heart pants 
after the Fountains of Water, ſo does m 

Soul after thee, O Lord. My Soul thirſts i 
ter my Lord, the Fountain of Living Wa. 
ter; when ſhall I come and appear before 
the Face of my God? Into thy Hands I 
commend my Spirit, thou haſt redeem' 
me, O God of Truth. Who ſhall ſeparat: 
me from this Love of Chriſt > Shall Tribu- 
lation or Neceſlity ? Shall Sickneſs, or An 
guiſh, or Pain? No; all theſe I hope too 
vercome through him that has lov'd us. 
hope in my Redeemer, that neither Life 
nor Death, neither Things preſent, nor 
Things to come, neither Flatteries, not 
Fears, nor any Creature whatever, ſhal 
be able to ſeparate me from the Love oi 
God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
TFF 
Win ſpeak to our Lord, who am bu 
Duſt and Aſhes, and as the ſhadow 


that paſſes away. Remember 17 
FN *” ok 
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what J am, and what my being is: Re- 
member thou huſt made me as Clay, and 
into Farth I {hall return again. Shew not 
therefore thy Power aga inſt me, for what 


being ſo weak as I am, hold out with Pa- 
tience 2 Why then has wy Lord {ſtretch'd 
forth his hand againſt me, let this Diſorder 


Bed of Sickneſs? Bur why do I now lift 
uw my Head againt Heaven, and appear 
uneaſy under the Decrees of the Almighty > 
No, 1 will rather chuſe to ſay, *tis our Lord 


Lord has taken it away; as it has ſeem'd 
good to our Lord, ſo it is done, bleſſed be the 
Name of our Lord. Thus I ſay, my God, 
thus I think: Thou art Juſt, O Lord; thy 
Judgment is right; Iha ve deſery'd far grea- 
ter Puniſhment than this: Were I to be 
my own judge, and the Puniſher of my 


of the Evil I now tuffer. SY aa 

acknowledge, in what I feel, the Hand 
of a tender Father, chaſtifing a rebellious 
WF Child; it is not the Arm ofa ſevere Judge, 
puniſhing me in the ſuſt ice of his Wrath: 


father, I ask of thee, that thou wouldſt 

remember what I am, that I am frail and 

Weak; that of ny. telfI can do gothing, 
4 8 An 


strength have I-to bear it? And how ſhall 


ſeize upon my Spirits, and caſt me on the 


has given Health and Strength, 'tis our 


own W icxedneſs, I could take oft nothing 


But however, this one thing, O merciful. 


110 AF of PATIENCE 


and how much I ſtand in need of thy Gy x 
to ſupport and comfort me. Grant M® 
therefore, I beſeech thee, Strength to WM"? 
fer; give me Patience, for this js neceſ} % 


for me: Grant this my Requeſt, and th 14.1 
behold, my Heart is Ready, O Lord, , 
Heart is ready, to accept what ever th 
art pleas'd to lay on me, and even to 


comforted under thy Scourge. Let it A 
the Effect of thy Mercy, that in Patie wy 
I may poſſeſs my Soul. For this End I 5 
often look on the Face of thy Chriſt, t ” 


by conſidering him, who ſufter'd ſo n , 
for me, I may be encourag'd to ſuffer, ! 
became obedient to Death, even the De 
of the Croſs: But as for me, I have "nf 
2 reſiſted to Blood, I have yet ſuffe 
ut little: But how much {hall I then ft 
fer, when the Time {hall come, that e! 
Pangs of Death ſeize upon mel . 
O God, thou art my Strength and my 
fuge; on thee I depend for Help in i 
Day of Battle: Thou wilt then try 
and thou muſt be then my Comforte 
thou wilt try me like Gold in the Furnag.. 
| Stand thou ever by me, and forſake men. | 
in my Neceſſities, that ſo I may be fou 
worthy of thee. I know indeed the Suff 
Tigs of this Life are nothing, if compa 
to that Glory which ſhall be reveal'd . 
ms. I know, as Chriſt was to ſuffer, at 


of RESIGN ATTON. 111 
enter into Glory; fo, if a Chriſtian be 
nes not like his Head, it he paſs not ll 
ugh great 'Tribulation, he ſhall never lil 
nc into the place of Refreſhment. ge 
d, my God. I am now under my Trial; 
mart pleas'd at preſent to viſit me; pre- 1 
ve me, I beſeech thee, that I may hold 1 
twith Patience, that I may ſubmit to | 
with a cheartul Heart; and that thus | 
ting my Lord and Redeemer, I may bl 
length partake of his Glory. ll 
GGR ESTGNATION:. 1 
Ord Jeſus Chriſt, thou art my Refuge, | 
in thee I believe and put my Truſt ; if 
thou haſt been my protector from 
Youth 3 and now I have none to tru! 
none to depend on, but only thee my 
Na. gehold then thestra its I am nowin; I "| 
Lite and Death before me, but What to Wl 
Ir or what to Hope, I know not; know i 
t what is expedient or beſt for me, thou 1 
ow'ſt, O Jeſus: Do with me therefore, 
at thou pleaſeſt; diſpoſe of me, as thou 
Jou 'ſt beſt; for I am thine, with all my 
Ert, and into thy Hands I ſurrender all 
Wt 1 have or am. ; 
n thy Hands I leave the caſting of my 
whether for Life or Death: If for 
„ behold I receive it with Thankſgi- 
s, and reſolve ever to acknowledge it 1 
ift, in living to thee: If for Death, be: 
G > 8 hold ! 
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mend to thee all the Affairs of my Soul and 


112 Act of RESIG NATDN 
hold J here bow down my ſelf inSubmig; 
on to the Sentence thou paſſeſt; if it beſo 
thy Will then, O Lord, thy Will be done; 
Pra ĩiſe, Honour, and Glory, be to thy Name 
for ever: In the mean time, I here recom. 


Body; protect me, I beſeech thee, under 
the Shadow of thy Wings, and preſerve 
me as the Apple of thy Eye, and fo direc 
me by thy Grace, that I omit no Duty, 
that may be for the Welfare of my Soul. 
Another. 

X Eternal Wiſdom, who diſpoſeſt al 
Things, tbou haſt at preſent viſitel 
me with this Diſtemper 3 fo ord: 
it, I beſeech thee, that it may be to th 
Honour of thy Name, and Good of m 
Soul. | . | 
O Father of Heaven, from whom comes 
every good Gift, I receive this Sicknel; as 
from thy Hands; nothing happens but by 
thy Appointment, before whom are num 
bred the very Hairs of our Head; thou 
ſtrikeſt, and thou healeſt ; *ris thou givel 
Life, and thou order'it Death to ſeize us 
but whether we live, or whether we di 
Ve are thine, O Lord; we are thine, ol 
ought to be; O God, make me thine fro 
this Moment; and let thy Will be no 
done in me; If I have receiv'd good Thing 
from thy Hands, why ſhall I not with Pa 
tieng 
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i f RESIGNATION, 113 
teace ſubmit to the Evil thou permit- 
tet? Which too will not be Evil, if I ac- 


and be for the Advantage of my Soul. 

o Lord, I am thy Servant, do with me, 

oM:ccording to thy Will: Who am] that I 

a ſhould ſtand out againſt thee? Who has 

ever refiſted thee and been in Peace? Be- 

| bold I am as Clay in thy Hands, turn and 
faſhion me, as thou pleaſeſt; but then let 

this be the end of all my Sufferings, that I 

become a Veſſel of Honour.  _ 

0 Heavenly Phyſician, who by thy Word 


vouchſafe to command, and then my Soul 

oY ſhall be healed ; give a Bleſſing to the Re- 
MM mcdies I take, and I ſhall be reſtor'd to 
Health, for my Hope is in thee; and if 


my Body in vain do they labour, who un- 
dertake to repair it, But if this be not thy 


for this is a Remedy that never fails. 

In the mean Time, if thou art pleaſed 
to afflict me, and by bitter and ungrateful 
Potions try to cure my Diſtemper'd Soul; 
why ſhould I refuſe, and be againſt this 
Method > Have not I too often finfully 

5 indulg'd 


cept it as a Juſt Correction ofa Child from 
thy Fatherly Hand; for then even thele 
yery Evils will co-operate to my Good, 


healeſt all the Diſtempers of the Soul, and 
of the Body too, when 'tis for our Good, 


thou bu ild'ſt not up this ruin'd Houſe of 


Will, grant me then an humble Patience; 
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indulg'd my ſelf, humour'd my own cor. 
rupt Inclinations, and labour'd to pleaſe 
my Senſes, even with thy Diſpleaſure? 
And if now thou judgeſt it proper toture 
theſe Evils by their Contraries, and to let 
Self-denial be the Remedy of Self-loye, be 
it ſo O Lord; let the Fleſh ſuffer and 
peciſh, ſo the Spirit be ſafe; *twas to hu: 
mour the Fleſh,I have been drawn to Sinz 
let puniſhing the Fleſh, be now the Way 
to Mercy and Pardon. For this End I am 
content to ſuffer ; O God, whatever I en- 
dure, let it be now for the Forgiveneſs 
of my Sins; only ſtand thou by me with 
thy ſupporting Grace, that J fink not un- 
der the Scourge, and then orda in what 
thou pleaſeſt ; here Burn me, here Cut me, 
but Spare me at my laſt Hour; Spare me 
for ever; this Suffering is but for a. Mo- 
ment, the next Life will be Eternal. 
| Prayers in time of Sickneſs. 


ORD, thou art ſo Merciful, that 
L not only Health and Proſperity, 

but Sickneſs and suffer ings are the 
Effects of thy Love; give me Grace not 
to act as a Heathen in the State, to which 
thy Juſtice has brought me 3 but that as 
a true Chriſtian, I may own thee as my 
| Father, and my God in whatever Con- 
dition I am: For thou EO the 
ame, 
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rt the fame God, when thou AMicteſt 


fort, and ſheweſt 5 
OU haſt given me Health to ſerve 
thee, and I have ungratefully con- 
yerted it to a Prophane Uſe; now 
thou ſendeſt me Sickneſs to correct me; 
acer me not to abuſe it, nor to provoke 
thee by may Impatience, I have not well 
enploy'd my Health, and thou haſt juſtly 
puniſh'd me; permit me not to ſlight thy 
Correct ion, nor rebel againſt thy Fatherly 
Hand: Iacknowledge the Corruption of 


my Nature, and that it ſtrongly inclines 


me to abuſe thy Favours, and make them 


al fruitleſs to me. Grant O my God, that 


thy powerful Grace may over rule my 
Corruption, and make thy preſent Cha- 
ſtiſement profitable to me. I confeſs my 
Heart has been full of the Love of the 
World, in Time of Health; now I am 
uncapable of enjoy ing the World, I with 
this had been the Effect of my Love of 
thee? but Jam contented to be brought 
to this thro! Weakneſs of Body, ſince I 


know there is Mercy, even in this, and 


hope it may be the Means of bringing me 
to the Love and Enjoyment of thee, 
G 4 III 


fme, tho“ I am ſubject to change; thou 


and Puniſheſt, when thou ſendeſt Com- 


may ſee 'tis only thou ſubſiſteſt, that there. 
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Eo : © L 
God, before whom I muit give n 
exact Account of all my Actions 

the end of my Life: O God, uo 

leaveſt impenitent Sinners in the delicious! 

but criminal Uſe of Creatures: O Gf 
Who at the laſt Moment of my Life, wilt 


take me away from all thoſe things, in 
which I have delighted: O God, who at 
the laſt Day, wilt conſume Heaven and 
Farth, and all viſible Creatures, that Men 


fore thou only haſt deſerved to be Loy, 
becauſe nothing is permanent but thou, o 
God, who wilt deſtroy all the vain Idols 
of a worldly Heart; the World it ſelf, 
and all the wicked Objects of our Paſſions, 
I Praiſe thee, and will Bleſs thee all the re- 
maining Days of myLife, inaſmuch as thou 
haſt been pleagd to prevent this dreadiul 
Day in my Behalt, by deſtroying as to me, 
all things by the Weakneſs to which thou 
haſt brought me, I Praiſe thee, and I will 
Bleſs thy Name as long as I live, for that 
thou haſt been pleas'd to make me unable 
to enjoy the ſinful Pleaſures of Health, 
and of the World, for that thou haft in 
ſome ſort deſtroy'd for my Good theie 
_ deceitful Idols, which thou wilt abſolute- 
IV deſtroy for the Confuſion of Sinners 
in the great Day of thy Wrath. _ 

| OIC 
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Lord, I may judge my ſelf now, that thou 
may'ſt not condemn me after the General 
Deſtruction, thou wilt make of my Life, 
and of all the World: For Lord, as at the 
inſtant of my Death I ſhall find my ſelf 
ſeparated from the World, ſtript of all 
things, ſtanding in thy Preſence, to an- 
ſwer thy Juſtice for all the Motions of 
my Heart; grant I may look on my ſelf 
in this Sickneſs, as in a kind of Death, 
ſeparate from the World, depriv'd of all 
the Objects where in J have delighted, ſta nd- 
ing in thy Preſence to implore of thy 
Mercy the true Converſion of my Heart; 
that ſo I may find Comfort in that thou 
art pleagd now to ſend mea kind o Dea th, 
to exerciſe thy Mercy; before thou ſendeſt 
me Death; effectively, to Exerciſe th 
Judgment. Grant therefore, O my God, | 
that as thou haſt anticipated my Death, I 
may prevent the Rigour of thy Sentence; 
and that examining my ſelf before thy 
Judgment, E may find Mercy in thy Pre- 
ence, 


TY: 

f RANT, O my God, that I may {| 
adore in Silence the Order of thy | 
wonderful Providence in the Con- 

duct of my Lite, that thy Chaſtiſcments 

may Comfort me, and that, having liv'd in 
tie Bitterneſs of my Sins during the Time. 
LE = 1 
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of Peace, I may taſte the Heavenly Sweet. 
neſs of thy Grace during the Afflict ions, with 
which thou art pleas'd to viſit me. But 1 
acknowledge, my God, that my Heart is fo | 
harden'd, and full of Cares, Diſquiets, 
and Thoughts of this World, that neither 
Sickneſs nor Health, * neither Diſcourſe 
nor Books, neither the Goſpel nor Works 
of Charity, neither Miracles nor the Uſe 
of the Sacraments, nor all my Endeay- 
ours, nor thoſe of the whole World, put 
together, can contribute any thing to- 
wards my Converſion, except thou art | 
pleas'd to d 5d all theſe Things with 
the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace; thetefore my 
God, I come to thee, Omnipotent Lord, to 
demand that of thee, which all Creatures 
together cannot give me; I ſhould not 
have the Confidence to lift up my Voice 
to thee, if any Body elle could ſave me. 
But, O my God, the Converfion of my 
Heart being a Work, that ſurpaſſes the 
Strength of Nature, I cannot but address 
my ſelf to the Almighty Author andMaſter 
of Nature, and of my Heart: To whom 
ſhould I cry Lord, to whom thould I go. 
but to thee? Nothing but God can fatisiy 
my Expectation: It is God only that I 
| ſeek for and deſire; and *tis to thee Lad- 
| dreſs my felf, that my Soul may be pre- 
| par'd tor the Enjoyment ol thee, Op my 
| eat, 
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Heart, Lord, enter into this rebellious | 
Place, which has been, deaPd with Sin, and 
maſter that infernal Power, which has hi- 
therto kept my Heart insubject ion. Lordtake 
my Affect ions, which the World had ſtol'n 
away: This is a Tribute, which belongs 
to thee; ſince thy Image is ſtamp'd on my 

soul. Thou didft there Engrave it by thy 
Almighty Hand, but I fear *ris Disfigur'd, 
if notquite blotted out. But as thoualone | 
had'ſt Power to make my Soul, fo thou 
only art able to renew it: It was by thy | 
Power only my Soul was ſtamp'd with | 
thy Image; thou alone art able to reſtore | 
it, and renew thy decay'd Image, even | 
Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour who is thy Image, 
and the Character of thy Glory, | 
| | V 


God, how happy is the Soul that | 
loves thee! I find I cannot love the 
World without diſpleaſing thee, | 
without doing Injury to my ſelf; and 
nevertheleſs the World has been the Ob- 
ject of my Delight. O my God, how happy | 
is the Soul that Delights in rhee! How || 
firm and laſting is her Happineſs, ſince her 
Expectation ſhall not be fruſtrated, and 
becauſe neither Death nor Life ſhall ever 
ſeparate her from the Object of her De- 
light; and that the ſame Moment, which 
ſhall Plunge the Wicked Wich their Idols 
5 SS NY} 
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into endleſs Miſery, ſhall unite the Juſt 
with thee in everlaſting Glory; and as ths 
one ſhall be deſtroy'd with the periſhable 
Objects, in which they delighted; ſo the 


others ſhall abide for ever in the Object, 


that eternally ſubſiſts of itſelf, to which 


they were before united by an ardent Love. 


* 


„ 
N Ccompliſh, O my God, the good 
Deſires thou art pleas'd to give me; 
be thou the End, as thou art the 
Beginning, Crown thy own Gitts, for I 
confeſs they are from thee; I cannot de- 
pend on the Prayers J offer thee, as it there 
were any thing in them, to oblige thee to 


| grant what Lask. I moſt humbly confeſs, 
that having given my Heart to Creatures, 


I can expect no Grace, but mcerly from 


thy Mercy, ſince thou alone can'ſt pardon 
me; and that all the corrupt Motions of 


my Heart being incl in'd to the World, or 


to my ſelf, cannot but diſpleaſe thee. I 
therefore give thee Thanks, my God, for 


giving, 


R 
x 


| 
P 


the good Motions thou giveſt me, and 


even for that thou giveſt me this Thankt- 


„V'. 

Ouch my Heart with Repentance of 
my Sins; for without this inward 
Grief, the outward Evils, thou lay- 


eſt on my Body, will be a farther Occaſion 
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ok making me tranſgreſs: Make me fully 
underſtand, that bodily Evils are nothing 
elſe, but the Puniſhment and Figure of 
the Eyils of my Soul. But Lord, grant that 
they may alſo prove the Remedy, in mak- 
ins me conſider, in the Punithments I feel, 
thoſe, which I did not feel in my Soul, 
altho? I was fick and over-run with Ul- 
cers*: For, Lord, the greateit of theſe Evils 
| js this Inſenſibleneſs and extreme Weak- 
nels, that had depriv'd my Soul of all Senſe 
and Feeling of its &wn Miſerjes. Make me 
now ſenlible of them, and let the reſidue of 
Life be a continual Repentance of the Of- 
tences I have committed. 8 
1 VIII. 
Ord, I wiſh I could with Truth ſay, 
, my Life paſt has been exempt from 
heinous Crimes; whatever there is 
of Truth in it, I confeſs it the Effect of 
thy Grace, whicn! has preſerv'd me in 
Dangers. But however this be, I muſt yet 
| acknowledge; that my whole Life has been 
very odjous in thy Sight, by my continu- 
al Negligence in thy Service, by the ill 
Uſe of thy Holy Sacraments, by deſpiſing 
thy Holy Word, and the Motions of thy 
Spirit, by the Sloth and unprofitablenets 
of my Thoughts and Words, by the lols } 
of my Time; by indulging Self. Love and 4 
al my Paſſions: Thus Lord, have I been | 
Ways contrary to thee, = mm 
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Yes, my God, even to this Day I haye 
been deaf to thy holy Inſpirations; I have 
judged contrary to what Thou judgeſt; [ 

have oppos'd the Maxims which thou didſt 
bring into the World from the Boſom of 
thy eternal Father, and by which thou 
wilt Judge the World. Thou ſay'ſt, Bleſſed 
are thole that Wee but I have ſaid, 
Wretched are they that are ſorrowful: I 
ha ve ſa id, Ha ppy are they that enjoy a large 
Fortune, that have great Reputation, state 
and Health: And wherefore have I e- 
ſteem'd them happy, but onlybecauſe theſe 
Advantages give them greater Opportunity 
with Falſe to enjoy the Things of this 
W orld,ind be thus in Danger of diſpleaſing 
Thee Yes, Lord I confeſs, I have accounted 
Health a Bleſſing; not becauſeꝰ tis a Means 
of better ſerving Thee, and doing good 
to my Neighbours, but becauſe by Means 
thereof I could, with greater Freedom, 
ive my felt to the enjoyment of the 
Fhin s of this Life, and enjoy the danger- 
ous aer which lead to Sin; but ſhew 
Mercy to me now, Lord, in rectifying my 

# deprav'd Reaton, and conforming my 
Thoughts to thine, that they may no 
longer oppoſe thy Will; let me now un. 
| derſtand the Happineſs of Suffering, and 
being unable to act outwardly, let me 
tc]! Thee within me: For, Lord, Tiy 
Kingdon 
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Kingdom is within thy Children, and I 
ſhall find it within me, if I there find thy 


Spirit and thy Will. 


IX. = 
UT, Lord, what ihall I do to prevail 
with Thee to pour forth thy Spirit 
on this miſerable Clay > I have Ho- 
thing of my own Stock, that can be ac- 
ceptable in thy Sight. I ſee too little © 
Lord, beſides my Sorrovs, that has any Re- 
ſemblance with Thee; conſider therefore, 
T beſeech Thee, the Evils, I ſuffer, and thoſe 
that hang over my Head. Look with an 
Eye of Pity on the Wounds thy Hand 
has made in me. O my Saviour, who be- 
cam'ſt Man, that thou might'ſt ſuffer ; 


ho did'ſt take a Body the moſt oppreſsd 


with suffer ing, that ever was in the World, 
accept my Body, not for its own Sake; 
but let my Sorrows invite Thee to come 
and viſit me. And to finiſh the Preparati- 
on of thy Abode, grant, O my Saviour, 
if my Body has that in common with 
thine, that it ſuffers for my Offences; that 


my Soul alſo may have that in common | 


with Thine too, that it may be in Sad- 
neſs for the ſame Offences 3 and that ſo I 
may ſuffer with thee, and as thou did'ſt, 
in my Body and Soul, for the Sins have 
emmiited. 


*. 


* 


— 
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: | L 1 

I Beſeech Thee, Lord, to join thy Con: 
ſolations to my Sufferings, that I may 

" ſuffer as a Chriſtian: I don't deſire 
to be free from Suffering, that's the Pri- 
vilege of the Saints; but I defire not to 
be abandon'd to the Sorrows of Nature, 
without the Comforts of thy Spirit, for 
that's the Malediction of Jews and In- 
fidels. I don't defire the fulneſs of Con- 
ſolation, without any Sufiering, for that's 
the Life of Glory; neither do I defire to 


be in a fulneſs of Evils without Comfort, 


this is the Stare of Unbelievers. Bur I 
defire, Lord, to feel the Sadneſs of Nature 
for my Sins, and the Comforts of thy Spi- 
rit by thy Grace, for that's the true State 
of Chriſt ianity. Let me feel Sadneſs and 
Comfort both together, that I may at 
length come to that Happy State of being 
fill'd with thy Conſolat ions without any 
Grief. For Lord, thou did'ſt let the World 
languiſh without Confolation, before the 
coming of thy only Son; now thou com- 
forteſt and ſoften'ſt the Sufterings of thy 
Children by the Grace of thy beloved 
Son; and thou wilt fill with perfect Hap- 
10 thy Saints, in the participation 

is Glory: Thefe are the admirable Steps 


by which thou finiſheſt thy Works, Thou 


haſt drawn me out of the Firſt, made my 
. Pals 
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paſs through the Second, that ſo I may 
arrive at length at the Third, in which 1 
may praiſe Thee for ever. Lord, it is what 
[ heartily beg of 3873 
| Fg * i 
Uffer me net, O Lord, to be at that 
Diſtance from thee, as to conſider 
only my Sufferings, without reſdi- 
cing to ſuffer both in Soul and Body. Tis 
a Confuſion to me to think that, whilſt 
thou didſt ſweat Blood to expiate my. 
Ofences, I ſhould be bent on nothing 
but Quiet and Faſe. Tis a greater Re- 
money to me, that having renounc'd the 
Vorld ſolemnly in the Face of the 
Church, and believ'd that thou becam'ſt a 
Sacrince for my Salvation; that the Plca- 
ſures and Sins of the World were the on- 
ly subject of thy Sufferings; that the 
World itſelf was thy Executioner, that 
perſecuted and crucified thee; and yet, 
notwithſtanding the Faith of theſe Truths, 
I have all my Life been fond of this ſame 
World, and indulg'd myſelf in theſe ſame 
Sins and Pleaſures. Have not I in this 
embrac'd and cheriſh'd the Murtherer of 
my Father, the Murtherer of my God and 
Redeemer, that gave himſelf ro Death to 
purchaſe Life for me, that bore in his Bo- 
dy the Puniſhment due to my Sin? It is 
Juſt, Lord, and I give thee Thanks that 
thou 
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thou haſt put a Stop to ſuch ſinful De- 
lights, wherein I reſted under the Shadow 


XII. 
A RE therefore from me, Lord, the 
| Sorrow which Selt-Love might give 
mee for my own Sufferings: But be 
plegs'd to caſt me into that Sorrow which 


| of Death. 


is conformable to thine ; let mySufferings 
in fome Meaſure pacify thy Anger: Make 


them the Occaſion of my Converſion and 
Salvation, Let me not henceforth deſire 
Health nor Life, but that I may employ 


and end them for thee, and in thee, I 


ask not Health nor Sickneſs, nor Life, nor 
Death, but that thou wouldſt diſpole of 
my Health and Sickneſs, of my Lite and. 
Death, for thy Glory, and my Salvation. 
Thou only know'ſt what is expedient for 
me; thou art the abſolute Diſpoſer of all 
Things; do what ſeems $900 in thy Sight, 
Give me, or take away from me, as thou 
pleaſeſt, but conform my Will to thine, 
that, in an humble submiſſion and holy 
Confidence. I may prepare my {elf to re- 
ceive the Decrees of thy Providence, and 
equally adore all Things that proceed from 


thee. 5 
XIII 
Rant, O my God, that in a conſtant 
1 Uniformity of Mind, I may eren 
4 all 
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al ſorts of Events, becauſe I know 
not how to ask or defire one thing more 
than another, without a kind of Preſump- 
tion, and being anſwerable for the Con- 
ſequences which thy Wiſdom has juſtly 
hid from me; Lord, I know but one thing, 
that *tis good to Serve thee, and ill to Of- 
fend thee 3 beyond this I know not which 
js worſt or beſt in any thing; I can't tell 
which 1s beſt for me, Health or Sickneſs, 
Riches or Poverty, or any thing elſe in 
the World: Theſe Things neither Men 
nor Angels can diſcern, being all hid in 
the Secrets of thy Provicence, which I 
humbly adore, but preſume not to ſearch 
into. 


| | XIV. | 
Rant therefore, Lord, that ſuch as I 
J am, I may conform my ſelf to thy 
holy Will; and that being Sick as 
I am, I may glorify thee in my Suffer ings: 
Without them I cannot attain to Glory; 
for thou thy ſelf, my Bleſſed Saviour, 
wouldſt not chuſe any other Way. It 
was by the Marks of thy Suffer ings thou 
waſt known to thy Diſciple, and *tis by |! 
Snflerings thou alſo know'ſt thoſe who {| 
are thy Diſciples : Acknowledge me there- | 
fore, I beſeech thee, in the Pains I ſuffer, 
both in Body and Mind, for the Offences 
I have committed. And becauſe nothing 
5 15 
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is well pleaſing to God, but what is offer d 
up by thee; conform my Will to thy 
Will, and my Sufferings to thoſe which 
thou haſt ſuffer'd; grant that mine may 
become thine; unite me to thee; fill me 
with thy ſelf and thy holy Spirit. Enter 
into my Heart and Soul, to bring thither 
my Sufferings, and to continue to main- 
rain in me what js yet behind of thy 
Paſſion, which thou fulfilleſt in thy Mem- 
bers, until the full Conſummation of thy 
Body , that ſo being fill'd with thee, it 
may be no longer I, that live and ſuffer, 
but thou in me, O my blefled Redeemer ; 
and that having ſome little Part of thy 
' Sufferings, thou may'ſt fill me entirely 
| with that Glory, to which they brought 
thee; and in which thou liveſt with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt, World with- 
out End. Amen. 

Prayers to be [aid by ſuch as aſſiſt the Sick Perſon, 
Ord, look on thy Servant witk rhe 
yes of Compaſſion, and enable him 
by thy Grace to bear whatever thou 
art pleas'd to lay on him. He acknow- 
ledges in thy Preſence his great Weakneſs, 
and that of himſelf he is able to do no- 
thing: He therefore with all Sincerity ad- 
drefſes himſelf to thee, that being aſſiſted 


With thy Heavenly Grace, he may be pre- 


ſerv'd from all the Dangers of his own In- 
firmity. 
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firmity. Lord, have regard to thy Servant, 
who calls upon thee in theDayot Tribulati- 
on; and let him not be confounded, who 
deſires to put his whole Truſt in thee. 
Give him Patience in his Sickneſs, with 
which thou art pleas'd to viſit him, that 
he may receive it with all due Submiſſion 
from thy Fatherly Hand, that he may ac- 
cept it as the Puniſhment of his paſt Sins, 
and not to add to the Number of them 
by murmuring and Impatience. 
Thou know'lt Lord, how trail this poor 
piece of Clay is, and how little able it is 
to bear its preſent Affl ict ion: It can hgh, 
and groan, and complain, and be uneaſy 3 
it can ofiend thee by its Fretfulnets and 
Impatience; but to bear it with a true 
Chriſtian sSubmiſſion, it cannot come to 
the leaſt Degree of this, but by the aſſi- 
ſtance of thy Grace. Help therefore, I be- 
ſeech thee, this thy Servant, who comes 
to thee tor Help; look upon the Deſires 
ol his Heart, and leave him not to Him- 
ſelf who ſeeks Relief from thee. Deſpite 
not the Sighs of the Afllicted, but ſuccour 
him according to his Neseſſities. Give 
him inward Strength, whereby to bear all 
the Pains - and Inconveniencies of his 
Diſtemper ; give him true Humility to 
bend under thy Correction; give him a 
perfect conformity to thy Heavenly W th 
| tha t 
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that all his Sufferings may tend to thy 
Glory, and his own Salvation. 
TD Ehold, thy Servant now acknowledges 
that thou art Lord of all; that thou 
— art infinitely Juſt, and that thy Will 
is adorable in whatever thou appointeſt. 
He calls in queſtion nothing that thou 
doſt, but confeſſes he deſerves all this, and 
even more than thou now lay'ſt upon 
him; he knows ?tis his Duty to ſubmit 
and accept the Chaſtiſements with which 
thou art pleas'd to viſit him; but, Lord, 
thou know'ſt too the frailty of our Na- 
ture, and how uncapable it is to bear 
Sickneſs and Pa in, except thou art pleasd 
to ſtrengthen ir with thy Grace : Streng- 
then therefore, I beſeech thee, this thy 
Servant, and let thy Heavenly Comforts 
accompany thy Chaſtiſements 3 ſweeten 
his Pains with the Viſits of thy Grace, 
and let thy Mercy come with thy Juſtice; 
leave him not to his own Weaknels, but 
be thou his Support, that ſo thou may'lt | 
be 3 and he find Benefit in all he 
| ſuffers. 1 
I ORD, thou haſt often promisd to 
| help *thy Servants, that call upon 
'_ thee in the Day of Afflict ion: Thou 
haſt promis'd to heal that which is wound- 
ed; to raiſe up that which is dejected; 
and ſtrengthen that which is Weak: TT 
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bat promis'd that none ſhall be aban- 
dock that put their Truſt in thee: We 


now cla im thy Promiſes in behalf of this 


thy Servant, for we know thou art faith- 


fal to them: Bchold then we preſent be- 


fore the Eyes of thy Mercy this our Bro- 


ther, who being ſick, wounded, dejected, 


and oppreſſed both in Soul and Body, 
tands in Need of thy Help; he calls up- 
on thee for it, and we join with him in 


ſoliciting thy Goodneſs to come in to 


his Aſſiſtance. Stretch forth thy Hand, 
and help him; let thy Heavenly Power 
defend him, thy Goodneſs comfort him, 
and thy Mercy pardon him. Shew thy 
telf a tender Father, and have Compaſſion 
on his Infirmities. 


thy Anger, but in thy Mercy for- 
give him: He ee himſelf 
unworthy of thy Favours; but becauſe 
thou loveſt to do Good, and canſt not 
rect the Sighs of thoſe, that ſincerely 


in thce, and Aſſurance of thy Help. He 


'tis for Pardon of theſe he now calls up- 
on thy Mercy. Grant him, Lord, a true 


and 
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OR D, chaſtiſe not thy Servant in 


ſcek thee 3 he has ſtill a great Confidence 
has nothing to Fear but his own Sins, and 
dene of all his Iniquitics, by which he + 


has offended thee, his Loving Father, and 
his God: Shew him the Foulnels of them, 
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132 PFRAT ERS. 
and how diſl pleaſing they have been int 
Sight: Teach him now ſincerely to det! 
them, and let an unfeigned Sorrow, U 
Effect of thy Grace, ſo change his He 
that his Soul being purified from all th 
Corruption, his Sins may be no longs 
a Bar to thy Bleſſing: Create in hin 
Lord; a clean Heart, and renew a righ 
Spirit within his Bowels. 
ET thy Grace, O Lord, work h. 
Soul into a Holy Diſpoſition, ſug 
as may render him acceptable in tio 
Sight. We know not what thou haſt Mit 
pointed for him, whether Life or Deat er. 
We beſeech thee to reftore his Health, f 
it be thy Holy Will; give a Bleſſing ty 
the Remedies he takes, and be thou th 
Director to thoſe who preſcribe them; 
without thee nothing can have its deſire 
Effect, and with thy Bleſſing nothing cn 
milcarry : Life and Health are thy Gifts 
behold our Confidence js in thee ; fay but 
the Word, and he ſhall be whole; con 
mand, and all Creatures {hall obey the 
Grant the Petition we naw offer thee in 
behalf of this thy Servant, and reſtor 
him to his former State, that by a nev 
Life he may make Reparation for all pal 
Abuſes of his Time and Health, be a Com 
fort to his Friends, and in the Congreae 
tlg 
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jon of the Faithful give Thanks for the 
leſſings received from thy Hands. 
UT it in thy Providence thou haſt 
J) otherwiſe appointed it, fit him, we 
beſcech thee, for thy Appointments: 
lake him ſenſible of his Condition, and 
rercifully deliver him from all the Delu- 
ons of vain and deceitful Hopes: Take 
rom him all Solicitude and Diſquiets for 
he Things of this World; permit not 
heſe lefſer Concerns to be a Hindrance 
o the greater, ſo as to loſe the Opportu- 
ity, thou giveſt him, of preparing for E- 
ernity. Let thy Grace now flow in up- 
In him, and bring with it all thoſe Diſ- 
{Wofitions, which are neceſſary for his 
ate; remove all Obſtinacy and Blindnels, 
evil paſſion and Self- Love, deſtroy all 
inful Habits, and poſſeſs his Heart with 
rue Charity, both towards thee and his 
Ncizhbour. Send thy Holy Angels to 
ratch over him, protect him under the 
Shadow of thy Wings, be thou this Guard 
gainſt all Enemies, and mercifully pre- 
eye him from Pretumption and Deſpair. 
ORD, turn not away thy Face from 
thy Servant, but help him now in 
the Time of Diſtreſs ; he has a great 
York todo, who is to appear before thee : 
For how can Duſt and Aſhes, how'can 
Milcry and Sin, ſtand in thy Pretence ? 
H Ts 
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*Tis a difficult Task for a poor Soul toh 
taken out of this World, from the mig 
of its Friends and Acquaintance, and 9 
be tranſlated to an unknown Region 9 
Spirits, there to give an Account to a 
All- ſeeing Judge of his whole Lite, both 
as to Thoughts, Words and Actions, 0 
God, if thou regard'ſt our Iniquities, wio of 
can ſtand before thee ? And yet this mut zn 
be; but then it muſt be thy Work, O Han 
Lord, to prepare a Soul for this great Ap. 
pearance. Shew this Mercy to thy Servant in 
and if now thou art pleas'd ro call hin, 
let him not go hence unprepar'd. Give 
him true Repentance of all his Sins, viſit 
him with Heavenly Comforts, and by the 
3 of Grace fix his Heart entirely on 
thee. | 

O God, how poor and miſerable is Man! 
How little can he do in the Beſt of his 
Strength! Much leſs can he do, when dil. 
abled by Sickneſs, diſorder'd with Pains, 
and perplex'd with the Uncertainty of his 
future State. This is a Time, in which 
he moſt ſtands in Need of thy Help; and 
if thou forſak'ſt him, he muſt certainly 

eriſh. Come in therefore now, we be— 
teech thee, to the Aſſiſtance of thy Servant; 
he lays open his Miſery before thee, hc 
confeſſes both his Unworthineſs and 


Weakneſs, and begs thee to Rrerch ford 
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to him thy helping Hand. Is not he a 
Creature, whom thou haſt made? Thou 
haſt redeemed him with the Blood of thy 
only Son ; thou haſt encompaſyd him 
With many Bleſſings 3 thy paſt Mercies 
encourage him to put his Truſt in thee: 
leave him not therefore now in the Time 
0Wof his Weakneſs, but as a Loving Father 
and Powerful Protector, ſuccour him in 
) Wall his Wants. 5 hs 
And thou, Lord Jeſus, who didſt come 
„into this World to call Sinners to Re- 
MW pentance, and to look for the loſt Sheep, 
*Wadmit the Petition of thy Servant, who 
t ſeeks thee for Help; undertake his Cauſe, 
and be Thou his Advocate to the Eternal 
father. Thou didſt never, while on Earth, 
ſtop thy Ears againſt the Cries of the Mi- 
ſerable, and thou haſt-commanded all, that 
labour and are heavy loaden, to come to 
"Wthee for Help and Refreſhment. Look 
therefore on thy Servant; he confeſſes 
himſelf a loſt Sheep, who for many Years 
has gone aſtray ; he labours under the Bur- 
then of his Sins, and has many Miferies, 
whereon to exerciſe thy Charity. Re- 
cive him now into thy Protection, and 
let him not periſh, who has been Re- 
deem'd by thy precious Blood. O Father 
of Mercies, and God of all Comfort, have 
Mercy on thy Servant, and Support bk 
2 Wit 
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with Heavenly Comforts, direct hig 
Thoughts and Heart to thee, and let no 
other Power take him out of thy Hands, 
Other Prayers to be ſaid by the Sick Perſon, 
n hi Name. 
| ORD, thou art pleas'd to viſit ne Hor 
| with Sickneſs, viſit me likewiſe with 
thy Grace, and give me Patience in 
all J am to ſuffer, that I may not increaſe N tu 
| the Number of my Sins by my uneaſie and My 
rebellious . Temper; but by a peaceable 
Submiſſion to thy Chaſtiſements, make 
ſome Atonement for the Sins I have al. 
ready committed. Lord, *tis this I fin- 
cerely deſire to do; but when I conſider 
my great Weakneſs, and how ſubject I 
am to murmur at thy Correction, I ſee 
no Hopes in my ſelf, but all my Truſt is 
in thee. Help me therefore according to 
to thy Great Mercy, and have Compaſſion 
on mc a miſerable and ſinful Creature, 
unworthy, of my ſelf, I confeſs, of all thy 
Favours : But, Lord, I know thy Good- 
nels is Infinite, and thou wilt not deſpiſe 
the Cries of thoſe who call upon thee in 
| their Aﬀiction. Look on this miſerable 
| Creature, and have Compaſſion on me. 
Each me, O Lord, now to do thy 
Will, and give me 2 Heart to com- 
plwGKy with all thy Appointments. Self. 
love is unwilling to bend, and eſteems it 


ſelf 


* —ͤ —— 


— — ̃ — 


PRATER S$; 137 
elf unhappy in whatever it ſuffers : This 
is the Corruption of my Nature; but 
Lord, I know ?tis all ſubject to thee, and 
thy Grace is able to remove theſe Difficul- 
ties. Pour forth thy Grace therefore up- 
on me at preſent, ſoften my rebellious. 
Heart, and draw it to a Compliance to 
thy Holy Will. Tis but juſt that a Crea- 
ture ſhould ſubmit to its God: And 
hom ſhould I obey, but my Lord and 
Redeemer ? Thou knovꝰſt what is beſt for 
me; *ris now thy Will I ſhould be fick ; 
nothing of this happens to me but by thy 
order; thy Hand is in all the Pain and 
Uneaſineſs I feel: Lord, behold I now 
bow down in Spirit before thee, I accept 
of thy Appointments; I am in thy Hands, 
do with me as it ſhall ſeem good in thy 
Eyes : Lord, thy Will be done. 
TIs reaſonable I ſhould ſubmit ta 
thee, whilſt I cannot but acknow- 
edge even Mercy in thy Correct i- 
on, and diſcover the Effects of thy Good- 
neſs in all thy Providence. For having 
abus'd the Bleſſing of Health, as I have 
done, and made it almoſt wholly ſervice- 
able to Self-love, Pride and this World, 
tis an Effect of thy Goodneſs now to 
viſit me with Sickneſs, ſo to call my 
Thoughts home to Thee, and to the Con- 
ideration of a 19 World, for "I n 
1 3 | 
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I was created. O God, grant me no 
Grace, that I may make a true Uſe of this Ms 
Mercy, and improve it. wholly to that MW 
End, for which thou haſt deſign'd it. Give MR 
me Grace to acknowledge my Sickneſs to 
be the juſt Puniſhment of my Sins: let my | 
Sickneſs teach me to know my ſelf and 
Thee, to know my own Miſery, and thy iu 
Power and Goodneſs: Let me now pro. Mi 
foundly humble my ſelf under thy Hands, II. 
and find Mercy under thy Fatherly Corre- Ito 
tion. ha 
God, when I look back on my paſt N. 
Life, and confider my manifold Ini- Wn 
quities, by which I have provok'd {du 
thy Juſtice, I cannot but admire and praife Wig 
thy Goodneſs, which has waited for me Win 
ſo long. How many have been cut off in Noi 
the midſt of their Sins, and periſh'd ever. Wall 
laſtingly, without Time to confider their Han 
Miſery and repent ? And why have not I Wo 
been of that unhappy Number ? Lord, D 
tis thy Mercy has ſpar'd me, and given Wi! 
me now this Opportunity of making my Wi 
| Peace with thee. Bleſſed be thy Name, O Wh! 
feſus, for this Goodneſs to thy unworthy WV 
| Servant; Bleſſed be thy Name for ever. 
Far be it therefore from me to complain 
; of any Uneafineſs or Pain, whilſt there js 
ſo much Mercy in them. Shall I complain 
of that which is ſent to draw me out 2 
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the Way to Hell 2 Shall I complain of that 


which is deſign'd to feparate me from the 


Maſs of the Damn'd ; Lord, I have more 
Reaſon to rejoice and thank thee for it. 
Ature, I confeſs, is unwilling to 
ſuffer, but I conclude my preſent 
Afflict ion to be moſt rea ſonable and 
juſt; eſpecially when I reflect, that ha- 
ving been created to love and ſerve thee, 
I have hitherto made it my chief Buſineſs 
to love and ſerve my ſelf; my whole Life 
has been a Life of continual Injuſt ice; 
hilft (knowing my ſelf to be a great Sin- 
rer, that Self-Denial and Puniſhment was 
| Wine to my Offences) I have ſhut my Eyes 
ga inſt this Juſtice, and inſtead of puniſh- 
ing, as I deterv'd, have indulg'd and fav- 
 Wour'd my ſelf in all Things: This I have 
, Will along ſought in my Eating, Drinking, 
andCloathing, and all other Ways through- 
out the whole Courſe of my Life: All my 
eſign has been to make much of an Ot- 
\ Winder and Traitor: I ſee now I have 
en unjuſt in almoſt all I have done; *ris 
but juſt therefore thou ſhould puniſh, 
hom I have ſpar'd fo long. 5 
Now offer my ſelf to thy Scourge; all 
that is within me has been diſpleaſing 

to thee; let all now ſuffer, as thou 
halt think fit; I can call nothing in 
ſueſtion, that thou do'ſt ris all Juſt and 
| Holy. | 
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Wrath; but as I acknowledge the Juſtice 


my Aftiction. Remember me, Lord, in al 


my Weakneſs, wilt have Compaſſion on 


— 


Holy. But, Lord, thou know'ſt my Weak: 
neſs, and how little. my Patience is: 
Chaſtiſe me not therefore in thy Anger, 
I beſfeech thee, nor reprove me in thy 


of my Suffering, ſo give me Grace to hear 
it: Give me a ſubmiſſive Heart, that I 
may chearfully conform my Will to thine: 
that having ungratefully abus'd thy Blefl. 
ings, I may now adore and pra iſe thee in 


my Weaknels, and let thy heayenly Com- 
forts ſupport me, tho" I haye been un- 
worthy of all thy Fayours. My Truft js 
in thee, O God; come now to my Help, 
and viſit my afflicted Soul; ſtand by me 
and be to me a merciful Protector. 

Am ſenſible how apt J am to forget 
trom whoſe Hand my ſui Sicknels 


comes as likewife the Juſtice of it, and 
therefore often fall into Impatience and 
Dejection, and am uneaſy to thoſe about 
me. But, Lord, I hope thou who know't 


me, and forgive theſe my Sins. I ſincerely 
defire to amend theſe Fa il ings, and heart; 
ly beſeech rhee to encreaſe thy Grace in 
my Soul, whereby I may obtain ſtil 
reater Degrees of Patience, and a more 
perfect Submiſſion to thy Holy Will. Ian 
frail and weak, O God, help me ; I am 4 
VV N _ 
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poor and miſerable Sinner, O God, have 
Compaſſion on me. Thou delighteſt in 
doing Good and relieving the Afflicted: 
Ke here, Lord, thy poor Creature ſubject 
Joo many Miſeries, whereon to exerciſe 
thy Charity; ſhut not thy Bowels againſt. 
me, but ſtretch forth thy Hand and help 
me, that I may for ever Bleſs thy Name. 
Confels, Lord, I am too apt to be dil- 
turb'd, and my Heart is diſtracted with 
many unprofitable Thoughts; the 
Concerns of this World preſs upon me, 
Fears of Death diſquiet me, and every 
hing hinders me from compoſing my 
soul in a peaceable Submiſſion to thy Bleſ- 
fed Will: Say the Word, Lord, and com- 
mand a Peace within me: Remove all in- 
erior Diſturbance, ſuppreſs all immoderate 
Sollicitude and Fears, that I may apply 
my Soul entirely to my preſent Buſineſs, in 
ear ing Sicknets with Patience, and endea- 
ouring to put mySoul in order, for what- 
yer thou haſt appointed for me. Lord, 
this muſt be thy Work, for whatever I 
propoſe, I fee I can do nothing of my 
ſelf. Teach me now to make a right Uſe 
of my Infirmity, direct my Thoughts and 
y Heart to do thy Will: Permit me not 
o loſe this Opportunity 3 leſt in neglect- 
ns this, I loſe all, 5 ; 
= 1 LORD 
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ORD, I commit my ſelf entirely in- 
| , to thy Hands, defiring thy Will to 
be fulfll'd in me, and I beſeech thee MI" 
fo ſtrengthen me by thy Grace, that IAH“ 
not only in Words, but effectually and A 
with true Conformity embrace, whateyer Nc 
thou appointeſt for me. I defire Health and. 
Eaſe, but cannot tell whether theſe are - 
beſt for me: Thou know'ſt it, O Lord," 
and therefore ſuſpending my own defires, Al 
J leave my ſelf to thy Holy Diſpoſition, 
do with me as thou pleaſeſt, order every 
thing belonging to me, as thou pleaſeſt. But 
remember, I beſeech thee, my Weaknels, 
and leave me not to my ſelf. Iam ee, 
but Miſery and Sin; I find Impa t ience an 
Rebellion in me; but as for a peaceable 
Submiſſion and Refignation of Mind; 
theſe are thy Gifts, and muſt be the Effects I" 
of thy Grace; Pour forth this Grace 
plentifully upon me, and teach me to do 
e | 
hon, O Lord Jeſus, who haſt ſuffer 
ſo much, not only for my Redemption, 
but likewiſe for my Example, teach me 
to follow now thy ſacred Steps: Obtain 
for me an humble and ſubmiſſive Heart, 
that whatever I am to ſuffer, I may ſuffer 
it in Union with thee, with Patience and ve 
due Conformity to thy Father's Will; and 


fince thou haſt experienc'd theInfirmity of 
our 
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our Nature, and what Difficulty it has in 
ſulter ing, be now mindful of this extreme 
Poverty and Weakneſs in me. Thou hadſt 
in Angel ſent to Comfort thee in thy 
Anguiſh 3 if this was neceſſary for thee, 
how much more for me, a poor, miſerable, 
and unhappy Sinner? What can I do, if 
lefr to my ſelf? Lord forſake me not in 
ais Day of Trouble, but lend thy holy 
angels to Direct, ſupport, and Comfort 
me: Come thou thy ſelf and ſtand by me, 
for thou art the only Comforter in the 
ine of Diſtreſs. f 
A LIT AN for the Sick. 
" | 0 R D have Mercy on us. 
Chriſt have Mercy on us. 
Lord, have Mercy on us. 

God the Father of Heaven, have Mercy 
On 116, 

God the Son, Redeemer of the World, 
e Mercy on Us, | 
Holy Trinity, One God, have Mercy on us, 
0 God, who Deltroying the Egyprians, 
dſt faye the 1ſrae/1tes, have Mercy on thy 
evan, | | 

0 God, who didſt heal the wounded 7- 
1lites by looking on the Brazen Serpent, 
ave Mercy on thy Servant. 

0 God, who having Compaſſion on thy 
People, didſt command the deſtroying An- 
zel to ſheath his Sword, have Mercy, &c. 
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144 Titam for the Sick. 
O God who by the Propet. Eliſæus dil 
heal Naaman of his Leproſy, have Mercy, &. 
O God, who by the Prayers of Eliab dil 
raiſe the dead Child to Lite, have Merc y 
O71 Us, | — BL 

O God who didſt hear the Prayers 

| King'Hezechias, and deliver'd him from sic 
nels, have Mercy, &c. 3 

O God, who didſt exerciſe Fob with man 
Trials, and ſtrengthen him with wonde 
ful Patience, have Mercy, &c. 

O God who Striking Toby with Blindne| 
for an Example of Patience, did'ſt wo 
derfully heal him, have Mercy, &c. 

O Jeſus, who didſt heal the Ruler's Sor 
fick at Caternaum have Mercy, &c. 

O Jeſus, who by thy Word didſt Cy 
the Man that had been Diſeas'd Eight an 
thirty Years, have Mercy &c. 

O Jeſus, who didſt reſtore to Health? 
ter's Mother-in-law, ſick of a violent Fest 
have Mercy &c. | 

O Jeſus, who even abſent, didſt rajſe1 
the Centurion's Servant, have, Cc. 

O Jeſus, who didſt give Remedy tot 
Deaf, the Dumb, and the Blind, who di 
deliver thoſe that were polleſt with Deyl 
2nd cur'd all Diſeaſes, have Mercy, &c. 
0 Jeſus, who didſt reſtore Lazar! 

Life, and the W idow's Son, have &c. 

O Jeſus, who in thy Agony didſt 1 

8 : 
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Flood in the Garden of Gerhſemane, have 
have Mercy, &c. 2 
0 ſeſus, who being to drink the Cup 
of thy bitter Paſſion, didſt ſubmit thy Will 
to hy" Father's, have Mercy, &. 
oO Jeſus, who for us becam'ſt obedient 
Je Death, even the Death of the Crols, - 
have Mercy, GC... 
nll 0 Jeſus, who Fpiring didſt commend 
e thy Spirit into the Hands of thy Eternal 
Father, have Mercy, &. | 
o 0 Jeſus, who waſt wounded for our Ini- 
ol quities, and bruis'd for pur Tranſgreſſions, 
that by thy suffering we might be heal'd, 
ol have Mercy, 6&c. 
O Jeſus, who at the R ght- hand of the 
u Father, art become an Advocate for Sin- 
ag ners, have Mercy, &c. ; 
0 jeſus, who art come to judge the 
2M Quick and the Dead, have Mercy, &c. 
"ll © Jeſus be merciful; ſpare thy Servant O Lord. 
From all Murmuring and Impatience 
Aer thy Servant, O Lord. 0 
From all Dejection, and Deſ pair, Deliver 5 
tl thy Servant, O Lord. 
0 From all Temptations, deliver, &c. 
ig .From all Forgetfulneſs of thee, and from 
al unprofitable Sollicitude, deliver, &c. 
WF From ſudden and unprovided Death 
Deliver, &. 
e By thy holy Incargarion, deliver, Kee. - 8 


thee in the Garden, and by all the Tor. 


of 8 we beſeech thee, &&c. 
e 


146 Litany for the Sick: 
By that Love with which thou didfſt us 


dertake to be our Redeemer, Deliver, &c, 
By that Anguiſh of Spirit, which ſeipd 


ments in thy Paſſion, deliver, ce. 
Me Sinners, Ve beſeech thee, hear us. 
That not having here a permanent Cj. 
ty, thy Servant may more earneſtly look 
for that to come: Ve beſeech thee, hear us. j 
That this momentary and light Tribu- MW 
lation may work in him an eternal Weight 


That he may not deſpiſe the Chaſtife. 
ments of our Lord, be not tired with hs Huf 
Correction, we beſeech thee, &c. l 

That he may receive all that comes from 
the Hand of God, and have Patience in {Wu 
Pain, we beſeech thee, Nc. 

That in Sickneſs and Afflict ion no foo- 
liſh Word may come out of his Mouth, 
We beſeech thee, &c. St 

That as he has received good Things 
from the Hand of our Lord, ſo he may wit 
Submiſſion receive Evil, We beſeech thee, &c. 

That in proportion to his 'Trouble, the 
divine Comforts may now refreſh his Soul, 


f We beſeech thee, &c. I 


That as the Paſſion of Chriſt abounds 
in him, ſo *' Conſolation through Chriſt Ni 
may abo d in him, We beſeech thee, &c. 
That 1. oking on Jeſus, the Author and Wt 
ny 9 8 Finiſher 


* 


niſner of our Faith, who for the Joy ſet 
fore him endur'd the Croſs, he may with 
ztience Run the Race ſet before him, we 
leech thee, &c. 5 2 5 
That Chriſt having fuffer'd for him, he 
ay be arm'd with the fame Mind, Ve be- 
eech thee, &c. | „ 5 
That he may not lofe this acceptable 
ime, nor neglect this Day of Salvation, 
We beſeech thee, &c. BY EE 
That he may deſire to be Diffoly'd and 
i with Chriſt, We beſeech thee, &c. | TOY 
That his Diſtemper and the Pains he 
ſuffers, may co-operate to his Good, Ve 
eſeech thee, &c. VV 
That whether he lives, he may live to 
ur Lord, or whether he dies, he may die 
o our Lord, We beſeech thee, 8c. £ 
That neither Life nor Death, Thing 
preſent nor to come, nor any Creature, 
ay 2 him from Chriſt, Ve beſeech 
ee, &C. 3 
That his Life may be for Chriſt, and his 
Death be Gain, Ie beſeech thee, &c. 5 
That, if he walks in the ſhadow of 
Death, he may fear no Evils, becauſe thou 
rt with him, We beſeech thee, Kc. 

That thou wouldſt enlighten his Eyes 


A 


© 


that he fleep not in Death; andi that the 
Enemy may not prevail aganſt hi. We be. 
eech thee, &c. | 


1 2 0 That 


Litany for the Sick i479 _ ||| 


in the expectation of thy Kingdom, 14 


of the World, have Mercy on thy Servant. 


Will; that his will being united to thine, 


148 Liitany for the $ ick; 
That if he dies, thou wilt comfort hig 
with the Promiſe made to the good Thief 


beſeech thee, &c. „„ 
That thou wilt not enter into Jud 
ment with thy Servant, Ve beſeech thee, &e 
That thou wilt not deal with him ac 
cording to his Sins, nor Judge him accord 
ing to his Iniquities, Ve beſeech thee, &c. 
That this Houſe of Clay being diſſolyd 
he may be received into thy Heavenly Ta 
bernacle not made with Hands, Ve beſeed 
thee, &c. EET | 3 
That he may dwell in the Houſe of our 
Lord for ever, We beſeech thee, Kc. 
Lamb of God that takeſt away the Sin 
of the World, ſpare thy Servant. _ 
Lamb of God that takeſt away the si 


Let us Pray. 

1 ORD Jeſus Chriſt, I beſeech thee hy 
that Love, by which thou didſt tak 
upon thee all our Intirmities, that 

with Patience this thy Servant may bear his 

preſent Sickneſs, and ſuffer all the Trou- 
le of it, as "og as thou ſhalt pleaſe, 
with a perfect reſignation to thy bleſſed 


he may deſire nothing, but that thy Wil 
be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven. 


Tit any for the Sick, 149 
„ nn time of Pain. 9 
AVE Compaſſion on thy Servant, 
O Lord, and give him Patience in 

his suffer ing; let thy Grace ſupport 
bim, that he offend thee not in this 
tine of Trial : Remove, we beſeech thee, 
his Pain, if it be thy bleſſed Will, fail not 
at leaſt to be his Comfort, if thou art {till 
plead to aflift him. : 
Confider his Weakneſs, and lay no 
more upon him than he can bear : But 
chat, Lord, can he bear, except thou art 
Wplcas'd to help him > Help him we beſeech 
thee, and let now thy poor Servant find 
the Comforts of thy Grace, that he being 
deliver d from all Impatience, he may, in 
true Submiſſion, glor ify thy Name. 
Grant him true Conformity of Heart, 
that he may comply with thy Appoint- 
ments; that he may bow down under thy 
Hand; that he may acknowledge the Juſ- 
tice of thy Correct ion: But, Lord, what 
of can he do of all this, if thy Heavenly Com- 
forts do not ſtrengthen him in his Pain, 
and ſupport Nature in all its Weakneſs? 
Strengthen him, we beſeech thee, to [2 
through whatever thou haſt 1 Penn or 
him; ſtand by him, and be his powerful 
Helper; forſake him not in the Day of Af 
fliction. Thou now leadeſt him in the 
Way of the Croſs, teach him to bear his 
1 1 3 Crols 


. 


„ Sd Redeemer. 


to come to thee for Refreſhment ? Beholl 


150 Litany for the Sick: 
Croſs with Humility and Patience, th 
that he may bea true Follower of his 


Lord Jeſus,' haſt not thou invited 
thoſe that Labour and are Heavy Lad 


now thy Servant, Afflicted and oppreſs{ 
comes to thee for Help; ſtretch forth th 
Hand and Help him; either lighten hi 
Burthen or encreaſe his Patience: Reliey 
him, we beſeech thee; Thou who att in 
finite in Mercy ſhew Mercy to him. 
Thou who haſt comforted the Marty 
in their Torments, and refreſh'd then 
with Heavenly ſweetneſs on the Rack ani 
the Eire, renew now thy ancient Merci 
and bring Relief to thy Servant: Tempe 
the Cup thou now giv'ſt him to Drink 
with the Comforts of thy Grace, tit 
with the Patience of the Martyrs, he maj 
ſubmit and ſuffer as a Chriſtian. 

Give him a lively Senſe of all he ſuffe 
coming from thy Holy Hand, that he mij 
ſuffer with the perfect Subje&ion of 4 
Creature to his Lord and Creator: Givs 
him a lively Senſe of his paſt Sins, that he 
may acknowledge all he ſuffers to be ajul 
Chaſtiſement: Give him a lively Faith 0 
future Happineſs, that he may be ſuppor- 
ted by Hope. i 

Lord, look upon thy Servant with 185 

| 7 paſlion, 


In time of Pain. IST 
paſſion, and have Mercy on him, mode- 
rate his Pains, and ſuccour him in his 
Trouble; defend him againſt all Tempta- 
tions, and permit not the Enemy to take 
any Advantage of him in this time of Af. 
fiction. Lord, thou know'ſt all his Weak- 
nels, and his preſent Danger, have Mercy 
on him. 3 ö 
Lord, quicken his Spirit, whilſt thou 
afflicteſt his Body; and fince thou permit- 
teſt all for his Good, teach him to make 
good Uſe of his Sufferings 3 teach him 
to be humble and patient, teach him to 
ſubmit. Lord, help thy Servant in his 
Miſery, and give him Grace ſo to bear it, 
that in Patience he may poſſeſs his Soul, 
ind obtain Pardon of all his Sins. . 
Other Thoughts to be ſuggeſted in Violence of Pain. 
ORD, I am an unworthy Sinner, 
accept of what I now ſuffer in Par- 
don of my Sins. - | 
I have often offended againſt thee ; tis 
but juſt I ſhould ſuffer; Lord, thou art 
Juſt in all thy Ways. "ES 
The Lord has given me Health and 
Strength 3 the Lord has taken it away. 
As it has pleas'd our Lord, fo it is done; 
bleſſed be the Name of our Lord. f 
I have deſerv'd yet greater Evils than 
what I now ſuffer ; thou art Merciful to 
une eyen in thy Puniſhments, - 
| I 4 Ho- 


152 In time of Pain: 
How many are now ſuffering in Hel 
for Sins leſs than mine ! my Pains are no- 
thing in compariſon, of the irs. 
Lord, I am content to ſuffer here; but 
ſpare me hereafter. | 
How many cruel Torments didſt thou 
ſuffer for my Sins 3 and can I expect to 
live without ſuffering > e 
Thou offeredſt thy ſelf a Sacrifice forme; 
Lord,Inow offer my ſelf a Sacrifice to thee, 
I Innocence was ſo ſeverely treated 
for our Tranſgreſſions, what mult the Sin- 
ner expect? 3 5 © 
I havehitherto follow'd my own ways; 
teach me now, Lord, to walk in thine. ' 
What a Chriſtian am I, if I refuſe to 
follow my Leader > Thou carriedſt thy 
Croſs, and muſt not I carry mine? 
How am I thy Creature, it I do not 
ſubmit to thee > How can I call thee Lord, 
if I obey not thy Will? 
There is nothing of this is fallen upon 
me but by thy Appointment ; Lord, thy 
—A. TN. 
Lord, look on this poor Piece of Clay, 
and help me in my Diſtreſs ' 
Thou haſt promis'd to relieve thoſe that 
call upon thee in Tribulation 3 O God, 
make haſte to help me. | ' © 
Thou hat promis'd that none ſhall be 


confounded, who put their Truſt in thee . 


3 
— 
0 
* 
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In time of Pain. 


O God, be a Comfort to me, grant me 


Patience to ſuffer ; pou me true Submil- 


ſion to thy bleſſed Will. 

This is now the Da 
call'd forth to fight, help me, O Lord, that 
I be not overcome. 5 

Have not I undertaken to be thy Sol- 
dier > And muſt not] ſuffer in thy Cauſe > 

How much have the Martyrs ſuffer'd ? 
In their greateſt Torments they have 
bleſs'd thy Name. 4 


Can I alone expect to be free from 


Suffering 2 Am I better than all that have 
gone before me? | 

Have not I enjoy'd long Peace and 
Health, when others far better than me, 
have been in great Miſery ? | 
Is not this Life a time of Trial; and 
muſt not I have my Trials too ? 

Can I expect a Crown without Vi- 
tory ? And how can J obtain a Victory 
without Fighting? - | 

Where is my Humility if I ſubmit not 
to preſent Troubles > Where is my Pa- 
tience, if I bear them not? 1 

Where is my Courage, if I lie down 
and yield in time of Trial? | 

Now 4s the Time to ſhew myſelf a 
Chriſtian ; What have all my Profeſſi- 


s 


i 


155 


0 Lord, in thee I hope, let me not be 


of Battle, I am 


154 Tn time of Pain. 
ons been, if now I rebel when thou touck 
eſt me? 
If I deſerve thy Correction, OGod, wh 
- ſhould I not ſubmit to jt > 
But Chaſtiſe. me not, O Lord, in th 
Anger, nor Reprove me in thy Wrath. 
Conſider my Weaxneſs, I beſeech thee 
and have Compaſſion on me, tho? Tha co 
been unworthy of all thy Favours. Im 
Thou know'ſt I am but Duſt and AſheWv'! 
of my ſelf I can do nothing; ſupport ng 
by thy Grace. le 
Forſake me not in my Diſtreſs, be t 
me a God and Protector. ca 
What am] but a poor miſerable Worm 
Shew not thy Anger aga inſt me. ſu 
T have no Help but in thee : Thou ary] t! 
my Sanctuary and my Nenn, 
Deſpiſe not the Cries of the Miſerable tt 
but ſhelter me under the Shadow of thy F 
Wings. Dh Ih 
Take from me all Murmuring and Impatiſ ® 
ence, ſuppreſs all the Corruption ofNatur I U 
Give me now a willing Heart to drin 
of the Cup thou haſt put into my Hand 
* Give me Patience to go under the Crols 
which thou lay'ſt upon me, 
I know, *tis by many Tribulations, . 
muſt enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Iknow that thoſe, who will be glority! 
with Jeſus mult luffer wih Jeſus 5 


| duller ings, that they may be ſerviceable 
ee my laſt End. 5 

All that J can ſuffer here muſt have an 
End 3 this Life is ſhort, and ſo are all the 
cufferings of it. f 
The next life is everlaſting: O, that I 
could ſo bear my preſent Pain, that by 


which is Eternal. 3 
If J think theſe paſſing Pains ſo into- 


caſt into Hell. 


ſuffer, and thou haſt prepar'd a Crown for 
thoſe that ſuffer with Patience; give me 


thou putteſt into my Hands, that the 
v8 Faith of thoſe everlaſting Goods to come, 
may ſuppreſs all the Corruption of Nature, 
and keep my Soul in a due Submiſſion to 
thy holy Will. Let my Heart be ſo poſ- 
ſels d with the deſire of Glory, as to em- 
brace all that willingly which may be 
ſerviceable to that End, and never to 
think myſelf unhappy as long as I am ir 


Pains whoſe Fruit is everlaſting Reſt, 


In time of Pain. 155 
Teach me now ſo to bear my preſent 


my Patience in this, I might eſcape that 
e what mull thols of Hell be + ©. 
God, theſe and theſe again, rather than be 


0 God, thou art Witneſs of what T } 


Grace to make uſe of this Opportunity | 


a 
the Way to Happineſs. Welcome thoſe 


: to 

{ 
5 

wy * 


156 1 
Acts of Repentance, which may be a Preparatin 
| fe ny 


Y Lord and my God, I am a moſt 
vile Sinner, and unworthy to ap- 
: | _ pear before thee 3 but have Mer. 
r 
0 God, my chiefeſt Good! How far 
have I gone from thee by my Sins! How 
have I dwelt at a Diſtance from thee, in 
the Region of Miſery, where I had quite 
loſt myſelf! I ore | 
Moſt loving Father, I have ſinn'd a. 
gainſt Heaven and before thee, and am 
not worthy to be call'd thy Child; make 
me as one of thy Servants, and let me 
now at leaſt, for every Moment of my 
Life, be faithful ro the. 
It grieves me, O God, that I have finn'd 
againſt thee; I am heartily ſorry for the 
many times I have tranſgreſsd thy Law : 
But waſh me now, I beteech thee, from 
my Iniquity, and cleanſe me from my Sin. 
I I deteſt now my Sins, O Lord, and ab- 
hor all my Wickedneſs; I confeſs my In- 
gratitude, and ſeek Refuge in thy Mercy. 
Waſh me, dear Jeſus, with thy Blood, 
and purify my Heart from all the Filth 
of Sin; heal my Soul that lies maim'd 
and wounded, and deſpiſe me not, tho. 
moſt unworthye is 5 
A I hard 


— 


Ads of Repentance. 157 
f have wander'd like a Sheep that's gone 
aſtray : but Thear now thy Sweet Voice 
thus crying after me, thou haſt gone af» 
ter many Lovers ; but return now to me, 
and I will receive thee yet again. FE 
My Soul is full of Anguiſh and Confu- 
fon at the thoughts of my manifold Sins 
whereby I have offended thee, my Merci- 
ful Redeemer ; whereby I have made my 
ſelf a Slave to Hell, and proyok'd thy An- 
Ae | | 
0 that I had never tranſgreſsd thy 
Commandments, nor fall'n into ſo great 
Mifery ! O that I had never Sinn'd ! Hap- 
| P thoſe Souls, who have preſerv'd their 
Innocence. e | 
lock on me however, O Lord, with the 
yes of Mercy, and blot out all my Sins; 
forgive me what is paſt, and thro* the 
Bowels of thy infinite Goodneſs ſecure 
Ine by thy moſt efficacious Grace againſt {| 
| Wy Failings, for the Time I have yet ta 
VVV 
J. Alas! How Slothful and Careleſs have 
-hicherto been! I have deferr'd my Re- 
dentance, rejected thy Hel ps, 8 
thy Viſits, been deaf to * Calls: And 
now, Lord, what ſhall J do in theſe 
Streights 2 It grieves me that I have of+ 
Ended thee 3 have Mercy on m. 


Lord; 
4 f 124 


r ww <a 
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158 Devotions for the Sick; 
Lord, be merciful to me a Sinner: Jeſus 
San pf the living God, have Mercy on 
me. : : | , 
Sovereign Lord of my Life, behold 
thou ſeeſt there's nothing Good in we, 
nor Health in my Soul: Iam miſerable 
and blind, and without thee, O God, I 
can do nothing. 1 1 
My Sins exceed in Number the Sands of 
the Sea, and Iam moſt unworthy, I con- 
feſs, O Lord, of all thy Mercies; but thy 
Goodneſs however is infinite, and above 
all my Offences, . Ts 
Thou haſt ſaid, Lord, there is Joy in 
Heaven for one Sinner that does Penance; 
Give me now Grace truly to Repent, and 
let Heayen Rejoice in my Amendment. 
Is it not thou, my God, who wilt not 
the Death of a Sinner, but that he be 
Converted and Live 2 Grant me then 
now that Spiritual Life which I want; 
for behold, O my Lord, I fincerely deſirs 
to Live. 0 33 he 
Thou cam'ſt, my dear Redeemer not to 
call the Juſt, but Sinners to Repentance: 
Þehold here a miſerable Sinner betore 
thee 3 draw me now, * thee, molt 
powerfully to thy ſelf, Ea 
Have Mercy on me, O God, according 
to thy great Mercy; and according bY 


out my Iniquity. 
and I ſhall be made whiter than Snow. 
2 right Spirit within my Bowels. 


bringeſt no Relief to my Sorrows ! 
ok Pehold the prodigal Child, nay, worſe 


n than the Prodigal: Have Compaſſion on 


ne, moſt Loving Father; cloath me with 


e ty Grace, and receive me into the Arms 
of t ST 


| hy Mercy, 5 | 

nl [et not thy Blood be ſpilt in vain for 
© me, my Dear Redeemer, but now let it 
[i bring forth in me the Fruit of a fincere 


Repentance, and open me a Way to Lite 


YN Everlaſting. F 
Y Thy Goodneſs I confeſs is great, O 
NY Lord, who haſt ſo long ſpar'd this un- 
WM worthy Sinner, and with ſo much Patience 
MW waited for his Amendment. 8 5 
What Return ſhall I make for this thy 

0 infinite Mercy, but ask this one Mercy 
"WF to be added to the reſt, that now from 
; this Moment I may never offend thee 
more? 2 


This one thing I earneſtly beg of thee, 
hear me, Lord, I beſeech thee; may I now, 


10 what rema ins of my Life, be entirely 
4 lde. 2 N I 


- Sprinkle me with thy Blood; O Jeſus, 
Create in me a clean Heart, and renew | 


Dear Redeemer of my Soul, how long 
turneſt thou thy Face away from me, and 


Coma 


Acts of Repentance. 159 — 
the Multitude of thy tender Mercies blot {| 


5 ' 
i! * 
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160 Devotions for the Sick. 
Come, Lord, make haſte into my Hat 
and caſt out from thence, whatever thy 
know'ſt prophanes or defiles that t 
WWW 
Deſtroy and root out all that is (|. 
pleaſing to Thee, and lay in me the Fam: 
dation of a newLife, either for this Worlk 
or that to come. 1 
I confeſs I have Sinn'd 3 but if tha 
wilt, thou canſt make me whole. Hal 
then a Soul, moſt loving Father, hal 

my Soul. 5 
Adds of Contrit ion. And of the Love of Gul 
3 bove all thing. 
I Nhappy Sinner I am, who have of 
ten had more Regard to Vanity 
and Folly, than to the infinite Good. 
neſs and Majeſty of thee, my God. Wo to 
me, who being on ſo many Titles bound 
with all my strength to love, honourand 
obey Thee, have neglected my Duty, and 
choſe rather to offend and break thy Com. 
mandments. Moſt loving Father, who hal 
prevented me with Bleflings of Sweetnels 
who haſt loy'd me, moſt unworthy of al 
thy Favours; what am I, after all, but! 
wretched and ungrateful Sinner, wi 
have not loy'd, but moſt grievouſly of 
fended ſuch a Father, ſuch a Benefadtor! 
Lord Jeſus, Thou 978 ſhed thy Blood 0 
| "if my 7. 1 
ae eng 
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Aﬀs of Repentance: 16 
th of ſo many Sins; and yet I have ſtill 
gain repeated my Crimes, and defiPd that 
obe of Innocence, thou purchaſed'ſt 
or me. Wo again to me, who have made 
uch vile Returns for the infinite Chari- 
y and Bleſſings beſtow'd on me. 
What ſhall I do, miſerable Sinner that 
am? Whither ſhall I fly but to thee my 
ord, whom I have offended 2 Thou wilt 
ot deſpiſe a contrite and humble Heart. 
zehold then, my God, I here retract all I 
ave hitherto done againſt thee. I am 
ruly forry for the many times I have 
lighted ſo great Goodneſs ; my Sins now 
ilpleaſe me, becauſe they have been dif- 
pleaſing to thee : I am troubled for my 
fences, becauſe they have been injuri- 
us to thee my God, whom IJ ought to 
ave lov'd above all Things. O that I had 
ever Sinned, never committed any Of- 
ence againſt thee ! But ſtill thou com- 
nandeſt me to have a Confidence in thy 
ercy, becauſe thy Goodneſs far exceeds 
| my Wickedneſs. Have Mercy there- 
ore on me, tho? a wretched and unwor- 
by Sinner 3 accept of the Death and Paſ- 
lon of thy only Son. in Satisfaction for 
y Offences, and have Compaſſion on one, 
hat puts his Truſt and Confidence in 
hee. Waſh me 25 more from my Ini- 
ty, and cleanſe me from my Sin; for 
1 | know 


PE r 
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162 Devot ions for the Sick, 
I know my Iniquity, and my Sin is al; 
ways againſt me. To thee only haye! 
Sinn'd,' and done Evil in thy Sight. But 
turn away thy Face from my Sing, 
and blot out all my Iniquities: Create nn. 
me a clean Heart, O God, and renew as 
right Spirit within my Bowels; Caſt me Hn⸗ 
not away from thy Face, and take not th 
thy Holy Spirit from me: Reſtore me toy 
the Joy of thy Salvation, and confirm me ne 
with a perfect Spirit. . 
Great God, I now defire to love H 
thee above all things; I deſire toi 
love thee with all my Heart, with all MWD: 
my Soul, and with all my Strength. Ian 
am heartily ſorry, that I have ever depart-M] 
ed from thy moſt holy Will, and oftend-Mho 
ed thee in Thought, Word or Deed. But v 
now, tho' late, I firmly reſolve to uſe my be 
beſt Endeavours for the obſerving thy Mm 
Law, and thro' the Help of thy Grace to 
avoid all Sin: And this for no other Mo, 
tive, than of thy infinite Perfection, of 
thy Power, thy Wiſdom, thy Goodnels, 
thy Mercy, that is for thy own fake, be- 
cauſe thou art moſt worthy of all Love, 
O moſt ſacred Trinity, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, my God, and my All. | 
Ord Jeſus Chriſt,-true God and Man 
L my Creator and Redeemer ; behold 
tis now my great Trouble tht | 


Ad of Contrition: 


my God, and becauſe I love thee above all 
Things. I now purpoſe to offend no 
more, but to avoid every Thing, that 
may be to me an Occaſion of Sin. I de- 
ien now to confeſs all my Failings, to 
make Reſtitution of what I owe 3 and for 
de Love of thee, I here forgive all thoſe, 
F rho bave injur'd me, or any ways done 
Wn: Wrong; and I beg of thee, O Lord, 

to forgive them. And as I now with all 
numility ask for Pardon of all my Sins, 
o [ firmly hope, thro? the Mer its of thy 
| Death and Paſſion thou wilt forgive me, 


and put out of thy Sight all the Crimes 
| have ever committed againſt thee: I 
hope likewiſe thou wilt aſſiſt me now 


with thy Grace, that with Patience I may 


3 
bear all my preſent Troubles, that they 
| 


may be for the Amendment of my Life, 
0M if thou ſhalt pleaſe to grant it me, or for 
Ml the purifying my Soul from all Guilt, and 
1 making! it worthy to appear in thy Sight, 
» owner thou ſhall pleaſe to call me 
- hence. 
Tremble, my God, at the Remembrance 
of my Sins, and am now cover'd with 
Shame and Confuſion, while I think 
of appearing before thee. But have Com- 
ſion. on me, O Lord, and when thou 
alt come to Judge, caſt me not off a- 
| Oe | mong 


e 


have Sinn'd againſt thee, becauſe thou art 
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164 A, of Contrition: 
mongſt the Reprobate. It repents me 
with all my Heart, and TI am now grieved 
for the many Times I have offended a. 
gainſt thy Infinite Goodneſs and Majeſty, 
0 God of my Heart, I now love thee 
with all the Affect ion of my Soul, becauſe 
thou art infinitely worthy of all Love: 
love thee, not for my own ſake, but for 
| thee alone, my God, who art Infinite in 
Goodneſs, in Power and Mercy. To thee 
I refign my Heart, I defire to be united 
to thee, to praiſe thee and gloriſie thee 
for ever. = FO 
Good. Jeſus, my God ; I wiſh I had 
ever lov?'d thee, and that at preſent 

my Soul was fill'd with the fincere 
Love of thee. I wiſh I had never offend- 
ed thee, and that from this Moment I may 
never offend thee more. But alas !I haye 
gone aſtray like the loſt Sheep 3 ſeek th 
Servant, O Lord, the Shepherd of my Soul, 
look on me with the Eyes of Compaſſion, 
and have Mercy on me. For I confeſs my 
Sins in thy Sight, and am now heartily 
Sorry for all I have ever committed a: 
gainſt thee ; becauſe they are dif —_y 
to thee, whom I love above all things. 
defire now, and ſeriouſly 1 2 to a. 
mend, for what rema ins o 1 Life. I 
here make an Offering of my ſelf to thy 
Holy Will, to do or to ſuffer verry 
TI thou 
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As of Contrition. 165 
thou ar j and in the manner thou 
pleaſeſt. I beg Pardon of all my Sins. 
and Grace to perſevere to the End, and I 
hope to obtain this my Requeſt, through 
thee my Jeſus and Saviour, who by thy 
Tears and Suffering, by thy Paſſion, Croſs, 
and Death, haſt been pleaſed to redeem 
me. I fly to thee, my only Hope, I de- 
pend on thy Merits, I caſt my ſelf at thy. 
Feet, and take ſhelter in thy Wounds. I 
beſeech thee to ſupply all my Imperfe- 
tions by thy Infinite Love, to conſume 
all my Sins in the Fire of thy Charity, 
and have Compaſſion on my Failings. 
Vouchſafe thou, my Creator and Saviour, 
to take full Poſſeſſion of my Heart, be 
thou my Director and Governor; deliver 
me from all my wonted Imperfect ions and 
WY Miſeries3 and unite me perfectly to thy 
e Will, that Imay no more be ſeparated 
from thee; but that, whether in Health or 
' MI Sickneſs, in Pain or Eaſe, in Life or Death, 
I may ſtill be entirely ſubject to thee, bleſs 
! MW thee in all thou appointeſt, and give 
) @ Praiſe and Glory to thy Name for ever. 
Proteſtations to be made tn time of Sickneſs, which 
f may ſerve as a Preparation to n. 
| Proteſt in the firſt Place, that, with' 
J all Readineſs of Mind, I accept this 
Sickneſs from the Hand of my Heaven- 
I Father, and entirely reſign my ſelf Kd 
; Nis 
U 5 
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166 Proteſtat ion in 
his bleſſed Will, that if he ſhall pleaſe ti 
call me out of this World, the Sentence 
of Death ſhall be welcome to me; for! 
defire to have no Exceptions aga inſt his 
Will, and confeſs that I have deſeryy 
not only this Sickneſs and Death, but 
even Hell it ſelf, the juſt Puniſhment of 
my Offences” TE on 
I believe the holy Catholick Church, 
and the Faith the delivers: In that Faith 
IT now live, in the fame I defire to die; 
for that End I now repeat the Creed, ! 
believe in God the Father 5 wn. ys &c. All 
which Articles I underſtand in that Senſe 
in which the Catholick Church has al. 
ways underſtood them. PE Fo 
I humbly defire and beg Pardon of all 
the Sins I have ever committed againſt 
the Infinite Majeſty of God, againſt my 
Neighbour or my ſelf, whether in Thought, 
Word, or Deed, or by any Omiſſion in 
the Negle& of God's Commandments or 
Precepts of the Church: Of all my known 
and hidden Sins, of the Abuſe of the &- a 
craments, of all the Sins I have any "a | 
occafion'd in others: All theſe I humbly 
| beſeech Almighty God to pardon, by hisWer 
own infinite Goodneſs and Mercy, by the 
Merits of Chriſt's moſt bitter Paſſion and 
Death, and by the Prayers of the Bleſſed 
Virgin Mary, and all the Angels wn 
| | _ Saintd 


time of Sickneſs. 
Mints, who join now with me, and are 
petitioners before the Throne of God. 


_——— 


— 


Mercy, I beſeech the heavenly Father to 
upply all the Defects of my former Con- 
Eons, all my Defects in making a due 
gamen, in exciting a true Sorrow and 
Wepentance, and in the little Care I have 


ting I moſt earneſtly beg of him, that he 
vil now at laſt grant me a true and fin- 
ee Contrition for all my Sins. 

I now from my Heart forgive all thoſe 
ho have any ways offended or Injur'd 
e; I defire Almighty God to pardon 


lefire for my own Soul. I beg of my 
eavenly Father, that he will imprint this 


ut with alll my Heart, I may repeat . this 
etition, Forgive me my Treſpaſſes, as I forgive 


ren that have N againſt me. 
nl Withall Humility I heartily beg Pardon 
-n thoſe, to whom I have given any 


sWience, whether by my ill Example, by 
Fords, or Deeds, or any other Way, whe- 
5er knowingly or unknowingly : And I 


er offer my ſelf to make the beſt Satiſ- 
d tion Jam able; and beſeech God that 
dvi now bring into my Mind the Re- 


nbrance of all ſuch, as I have any ways 
Pr hu 
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from this Infinite Treaſure of Divine 
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ken to amend my Life; and this one. 
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hem, and grant them the ſame Bleſſings 


ep in my Soul, that not only in Words, 
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x68 Protefutions in 
hurt or wrong'd, and , we me a ſincer 
Deſire and full Power of making juſt ati 
fact ion before my Death g. 
-. T am wholly uncapable of returnin 
due Thanks for all the infinite Bleſſine 
the Divine Goodneſs has beſtow'd on me 
however, at thy Feet, O Lord I here x 
knowledge, in the beſt manner I am abl 
all the Favours I have receiv'd, and wit 
all the Affect ion of my Soul, return the 
Thanks. I beg the bleſſed Virgin May, ; 
the Angels and Saints in Heaven, wit 
their Praiſe and Thankſgiving, to ſupp 
my Defects, and make ſome Recompeni 
for my Ingratitude, for which I am he; 
tily ſorry, and beg thy Pardon. I wiſh 
had the Hearts and Tongues of all Cre 
tures in the World, that fo in ſome ma 
ner I might endeayour to declare t 
Pra iſe. All ye Works of our Lord, bl. 
our Lord, praiſe and magnifie him for ev 
Give Praiſe to our Lord, in 1 
fie his Name, all you bleſſed Spirits a 
Bleſs thy Lord, my Soul, and forget n 
his Mercies. I will Praiſe our Lord at 
times, his Praiſe ſhall be ever in my Mou 
Moreover I here give Thanks and p 
for all my Benefactors, whether as tot 
Soul or Body; eſpecially thoſe, who fe 
inſtructed, correhed or told me of! 
Faults, ER os 


time of Sickneſs. 


of living or dying Well, is grounded on 
the infinite Merits of the Paſſion. and 
Death of my dear Redeemer, and the Blood 
he ſhed for me; this I now offer to the E- 
ternal Father, for the Remiſſion of all my 


nefits. And I beſeech Almighty God; that I 
may be helpt by the Prayers of the Bleſſed 
Virgin Mary, my Angel Guard ian, and all 
theSaints, that as long as it ſhall be granted 
to me to live, and moſt eſpecially: at the 
Hour of my Death, by their Charity and 


faith, and aſſur'd Hope, a lively Charity, a 
true Courage, a profound Humility, an un- 
tid Patience, and all other Virtues: that 


ind for the Hour of my Departure. And 
therefore for that time I fay now, all you 


the Death of his only Son, that whenever 


If God ſhall ſo permit, that I be aſſaul- 
ted with Temptations in this my Sickneſs, 
or at the time of my departure, I will by 
no Means give admittance. or conſent to 
them: And therefore I now at preſent, 
for that time, declare my abhorrence of 
al whateyer evil Thoughts the Devil ſhall 

ds RR 


169 
I I proteſt that all my Confidence, either 


zins and in Thankſgiving for all his Be- 


Afiſtance may be preſery'd, in me a firm 


ne neceſſary for the remainder of my Life, 


bleſſed of God, be mindful of me before the 
Throne of God, and befeech him through 


my Hour comes, I may die in his Grace. 


deſire to be true and Faithful to my Gol. 
even to the End, and entirely to renoune} 


Warks: 


Baptiſm: Into thy Hands, O Lord, I con 
mend my Spirit: Be Mercifnl, O God, u 


to my God in my Heart and Mind, an 


16 Proteflatiomein 
then ſuggeſt to me: For *tis my find 


from this Moment the Devil and all hi 


Laſtly; I commend my Soul to G00 
my Creator, who made me of nothinz 
o Chriſt my. Saviour, who redeem'd m 
with his precious Blood: To the Hoh 


Ghoſt, who ſanct ified me in the Water e 


VVV 
I likewiſe declare that; whenever the fit 
Time comes that I ſhall be labouring it 

my Agony, and ſhall be then able 00 A 
no more, I deſire even then to be unite 


now, for then, offer to him m Agony, mj th 
Sweats, my Pains, and Diſtreſs, to be uni U. 
ted to the Bloody Sweat, to the Griefani 4: 
Torment of my dear Redeemer Jef 7 


Chriſt; for the remiſſion of my Sins, ant Li 
the eternal Glory of his Name: And Id * 


fire all holy angels, whom God command : 
ed to take care of me, to defend me from 10 


the Power of Darkneſs and all evil Spi 1 
Tits at my laſt Hour. | bo in 

Q. This Preparation for Confeſſion and Exif © 
ciſe of Repentance is very long: Is it all neceſit 5 


for a fe Perſon before he makes hi Confeſjn 


time of Sickneſs, 171 
- A, It may not be all neceſſary, becauſe 
tis to be hop'd there are many live ſo 
well, and with Souls fo truly diſpos'd, that 
they ſtand not in need of ſo long a Prepara - 
tion: And *tis moſt certain there are ma- 
ny others, who through the ſharpneſs of 
their Diſtemper, or ſtupiſy ing Qualities of 
their Phyſick, have not time to make uſe 
of it: But 'tis here ſet down for ſuch as 
zre under a more tedjous Sickneſs, and 
are in a daily Neceſſity of ſome ſpiritual 


Helps, to keep their Souls in a due diſpo- 


KY fition, and to be ever prepar'd, for the laſt 
— 8 
It may be likewiſe very proper for 
thoſe, who having liv'd ſomething irre- 

gularly, are ſurpriz d with Sickneſs, when 
they are very unfit to die. For *tis very 
neceſſary theſe ſhould endeavour. by fre- 
quent and repeated Acts of the Deteſtation 
of the Sin, of Refentance, of Contrition, of the 
Love of God, &. to change their Hearts, 
and ſo by Degrees remove that Indiſpoſi- 


tion, ſtrengthen'd in them through the 
long Habit of Sin, For ſince their 
Thoughts of making their Confeſſion in 
time of Sickneſs are only occaſion'd by 
their Diſtemper, there's 2 Reaſon to be 


jealous of ſuch Confeſſions, and to fear 
that 'tis only their preſent Circumſtances, 
and not any deteſtation of Sin, or Love of 
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172 Proteſtat ions, &c. 
God, or any change of Heart, is the true 
Motive of their preſent Devotion. And 
therefore tho? ſuch: Confeſſions may he a 
Satisfaction to their Friends, yet God 
knows how much it will avail them. For | 
this Reaſon, as often as the Diſtempers 
will permit, *tis not fit ſuch Perſons 
ſhould be haften'd to Confeſſion, but all 
Care is to be us'd by thoſe that Aſſiſt them, 
firſt to prepare them well, to make them MW; 
ſenſible what true Repentance is, by often 
reading and pray ing; to ſtir up in their 
Hearts a fincere Abhorren:e of their 
paſt Life, quicken their Faith, ſtrengthen 
their Hope, and bring them inſenſibly to 
the Love of God, and true Spirit of Pen- 
ance; by this Method their Repentance, 
tho* late, may be acceptable, and they may 
have Reaſon to bleſs God for the well. 
order'd Charity of ſuch Friends; when o- 
therwiſe who knows, but they will have 
as great Reaſon to curſe thoſe, who have 
accepted their haſty Confeſſions, and flat- 
ter'd them with falſe Hopes, upon an ill- 
grounded and only ſuperficial Repentance? 
Therefore I fay, when the Diſtemper will 
give leave, great Pains ſhould be us'd for 
the preparing for, and makirig this laſt 
Confeſſion, at leaſt, 8 good one, on which 


| 
1 


Eternity ſo near depends. 50 
| Before 


fore receiving the Holy Communion or 
NY __ Vaticum. N 

Father of Mercy, and God of all 
Comfort, behold here thy Creature, 
made to thy Image, and redeem'd by 
the Blood of thy only Son, defires to ap- 
rear before thee. Tis by thy Favour, I 
ve hitherto liv'd 3 and now, as for what 
me rema ind J defire to live to thee; ſo 
5s to my Death, I defire to die in thee, 
ind for thee, I perſonally adore thee, at- 
er whom my Soul ſighs and thirſts; 1 
ry out to thee, whom I love above all 
Things, O my Reſt, my Hope, my Love, 
y Defire, and all the Good of my Heart. 
Moſt loving Father, although I am the 
aſt-of thy Children, and unworthy ta 
e call'd thy Child, becauſe I have not 
jonoured the as a Father, yet I come with 
n humble Confidence, and caſt my ſelf 
nto the Arms of thy moſt tender Good- _ 

els and Mercy, being now heartily grie- 
ed for having forſaken thee my God, the 
ountain of all Good, for having depart- 
d from thee, my loving Father, for ha- 
mg ſo often forgotten thee, who art ever 
indful of me, EE 10 1 


0 that I had never offended thee, my 
od, and my All! Accept at leaſt this 
7 hearty Deſire: And now, while it is 
ie time of Mercy, look on me with Com- 

„ Faſhion 
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 know'ſt, O Lord, that I love thee, or tha 
I fincerely deſire to love thee aboye ; 


and that thou wilt not deſpiſe a contri 


not caſt me away from thee, who wit 
- .fo much Love inviteſt all to thee: Tho 
haſt ſaid, Come to me all you that Labour, 4 
are heavy Loaden, and I will refreſh vou; Be 
hold, Eord, I come; receive me accordin 


Sou Sf 
— happy Hour! When I ſhall be de 


When ſhall I come to thee my + God 
When wilt thou come and comfort me 
When ſhall thy Servant depart in Peace 
But before J leave this Vale of Tears 
deſire to offer thee a Sacrifice of Prail 
that hereafter I may Praiſe thee for eve 
Wherefore J here pour forth my So 
in Thanks to thee for all thy Blellings f. 
my Creation, for my Redemption gi 
Blo nit 


Mierc ies, whereby thou haſt ſo often rab 


© 48 
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me out of Sin, prevented me by thy * 


— — — 
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fon, and have Mercy on me. For tho 


Things. And J know in whom I pl 
my 'Truft, that thou art able to fave ms 


and humble Heart. 


Tis likewiſe my Hope, that thou wil 


thy Word, and J ſhall Live, and not 

diſappointed 'in my Hope. Deliver m 
1 this Priſon; that I may blel 

thy Name. e 


livered from the Body of this Death 


od of thy only Son, for the in 


. 


the Holy Communion. 175 
and cal'd me out of Darkneſs into thy 
admirable Light, But what Return ſhalt 
] make thee, my Lord Jeſus, the belove 
spouſe of my Soul, for thy painful Life, 
and moſt bitter Death? For the many 
times thou haſt fed me with thy precious 
Body and Blood ? Here what ſhall I ſay? 
This nothing that I am, appeals to thy 
Infinite Goodneſs and Love; and through 
thy Sacred W ounds, and that the Ocean 
of Mercy flowing from them, hopes to 
find acceptance and be ſecure. I will drink 
the Cup thou gaviſt me, I will take it 
chearfully from thy Hand, and drink it 
with thee, becauſe thou haſt firſt drank it 
for my Salvation. 5 


* 


Accept, Lord, my Heart, which J offer 
thee as a thankſgiv ing Offer ing for all thy 
Bleſſings: accept all that belongs to me; 


and thou, my Soul, bleſs thou thy Lord, {Wk 
and let thy Praiſe continue for ever. As 6 


for the World, renounce it all, becauſe 


in thy God thou paſſeſſeſt all: Renounce 
thy ſelf, becauſe thou art not thy own, 


bur thine, O Lord; O may-I now no long- ||| 


er live, but thou in me: I Love thee, 5 


Jeſus, with all my Heart, and with all my {WK 
. „„; « T1 Men 


Place me therefore near thee, O God. 
and take me into thy Protection, and then 
I will fear no Evils; I will fear nothing [IO 
VVV 8 5 IA „ my. 1 
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796 Preparations for 

my Enemy can do againſt me. And it 
thro' the Violence of my Diſtemper, or 
ſuggeſtion of the Devil, I ſhould either 
{ſpeak or think contrary to what I do at 
preſent, I now revoke and renounce all 
ſuch Words and Thoughts, and proteſt 
before thee, my God, and in the Preſence 
of all the Bleſſed, that I will live and die 
in the Faith of the Catholick Church, 
that I place my whole Truſt in God, in 
my Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his Merits, and 
that I love him at preſent with all my 
Heart, and in his Love, defire. to Breathe 
out my laſt. If any thing ſhall happen 
contrary to this my Profeſſion, I here de- 
clare my Abhorrence of it, I. deteſt and 
abjure it: And this I defire may be ac- 
knowlede'd as my laſt Will, which I am 
ready to Seal, even with my Blood; for 
| *tis my Deſire to die for thee, my God, 
that-I may live to thee, to whom all 
things live; that I may die in thee, for 


whom thou haſt been pleas'd to lay down 


thy Lite. 


cam'ſt to. fave Sinners, who haſt 
= call'd all to thee, that thou may'ſt 
| refreſh them; behold, here a Sinner comes 
to thee for Relief; fave me, O Lord, for 
with thee there's a plentiful Redemption. 
1 come to thee, from whom I had run 


J leſus, Saviour of the World, who 


the H. Communion, 177 
tray, like the loſt Sheep; but thou, 0 
good Shepherd, who haſt given thy Life 
for thy Sheep, who camſt to ſeek and 
ye what was loft, look on thy Servant 
with Mercy, and receive me into thy Fold, 
come to thee with my Soul diſorder'd 
rith many Paſſions, and covered with 
Sores 3 but thou, Lord, if thou wilt, canſt 
make me whole; heal me then, O Lord, 
and I ſhall be heaPd; for thou art the 
good $S1maritan, the true Phyſician of Souls, 
who haſt born our Infirmities, and given 
hy Body and Blood for the Cure of my 
Soul, And now, Lord, at this Hour it is, 
Iſtand in need of thy Help. For of my 
elf, what am I but Duſt, Weakneſs, and 
nothing? And if thou confirm'ſt me not 
rich this divine Food, and ſtrengthen? 
me not from above, how can I hold out 
in the Combate? How ſhall J refiſt the 
nemy, and with Patience bear rhe Trials 
of ike, the Agonies and Pangs of 
Death : . jo TT 
Have Mercy therefore on me, come 
ow and thew thy Power in my Soul; 
Cure firſt, I beſeech thee, all my Wounds 
n the forgiveneſs of my Sins, then Com- 
dort my Soul with divine Strength, that 
| may ever Believe and Hope in thee; 
tat J may ever love thee, with true Cour- 
ge hight againſt thy Enemies, and with. a 
by perfect 


— 


178 Preparations for 
poug submiſſion reſign my ſelf into thy 
Hands; this I deſire may be the Diſpok 
tion of my Soul : Come then, Lord, work 
this good Effect within me, that, as tho 
haſt created and redeemed me, fo I ma 
be thine for Ever... © | 
| Ear Jeſus, my Redeemer, I Adoft 
thee with all my Heart; I gi 
thee Thanks for that infinite Love 
which thou ſhew'dſt to poor Sinners, i 
ſhedding thy Blood for them on the Croſs 
and by thy ineffable Power leaving th 
Body and Blood for the Food and Com 
fort of their Souls: To this Banque 
thou art pleaſs'd now to call me; bu 
woe to me! how ſhall I approach to it 
who have ſo ungratefully offended thee 
and lived ſo unworthy of my Profeſſion 
I I acknowledge, O'God, that I am 
Sinner, that I am Miſerable, Poor an 
Needy; and therefore now humble my ſe 
under thy powerful Hand. I appeal te 
thee, my Jeſus, who haſt undertaken tot 
the Advocate and Mediator for Sinners 
Thou art Rich in Mercy, arid canſt no 
refuſe to appear in their behalf, who pu 
their Cauſe into thy Hands. Help n 
there fore in my Diſtreſs, and lay now be 
fore thy Father the Price of thy Blooc 
and infinite Treaſure of thy Merits, an 
ſupply hence all my Defects, and elpecul 


the Holy Communlon, 199 M1 
Wy want-of Preparation in coming to It | 
rtake of this Holy Food. Thou know'ſ} We |! 
| als unworthy. IJ am, and how. unfit. } |. | 
rough my manifold and grieyous Sins, 1 
to appear before the Judgment Seat o — 
God; I-tremble at the Thought of that 1 
lreadful Hour, when all my Sins and In- {Ri 
atitudes ſhall be laid before me. What 7 
Nall I then do, Q Keeper of Men! What 
will become of me, if the Review of my. 
Life be the caſting of my Eternal Lot! 0 
Teſus, let me not go alone to that Place [ 
of Terror; come thou f my Soul, acc |} 
company it to the Tribunal of God, theres 1 
kt all thy Merc ies plead for me; for tho* || 'UR 
of myſelf I have nothing to Truſt to, yet | Vi 
in thy Goodneſs I have Comfort. Run Ji 
men, my. Soul, to the Protection. of thy 
Lord, take ſhelter under his Wings, hide 
thy ſelf in his blefſed Wounds, and there, 
"Wtho' thy Sins cry out for Juſtice, his preci- 
ous Blood will cry much louder for Mer- 
ey ; tis on this Mercy, I depend, in this 
I hope, and in this Hope I deſire to die ; 
come, my Jeſus, enter now into my Soul, 
and ofleſs it for Ever. 7 hae, os 3 P8Þ | monk: 
Thou art the true Light, who enlighht?⸗ 
reſt every one that comes into this World; Wl 
enlichten now my Eyes, I beſeech thee, ME 
hat the Sleep of Eternal Death may never 11 


be my Portion . Ant 
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© Thor art a Fire ever burning, and. 
tepid and cold; enflame now my He 
and Reins with the Fire of thy diy 
Love: For thou cam'ſt to bring Fire » 
on Earth, and why does it not burn? 
Thou art King of Heaven and Fart 
abounding in Mercy, and I am Poor an 
Miſerable : Thou know'ſt what I van, 
and befides thee there's none that can ſa 
me. Help me then, my God, and out « 
the Treafures of thy Goodneſs rel ieve mi 
in my Neceſſities © 
Thou art my Lord and my God; ben 
hold Jam thy Servant, give me Under 
ſtanding, and ſtrengthen my W ill, that In 
may know thy Will, and do it. fa 
Thou art the Lamb of God, the Spotle(}©? 
Lamb, that takes away the Sins of th 
World; take from me all that is ſinful H- 
and give me, what thou know'ſt will be 
pleaſing to thee, and beneficial to m 6 
Thou art my Love and my Joy; tho c 
art my God and my All; thou art mt 
Lot and my Inheritance; and 'tis tho 
alone can'ſt reſtore my Inheritance to me 
0 God and my All, let the powerfu 
Force of thy Love ſeize and conſume al 
that is within me; and ſo entirely change 
my Heart, that for the Love of thee Ima 
die to the World, who for Love of *. 
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12ſt pleaſed to die on the Croſs, my Gbd 
nd my All. | 


ier having receiu'd the Holy Communion, 0p 
Vlaticum. | 


1 


lory and Thankfgiving be to thee; 
(3 O Lord, who in thy Sweetneſs ha 
been pleas'd to viſit and refreſh my 
poor Soul. Now let thy Servant depart 
in Peace, according to thy Word: 
Now thou art come to me; and I will 
not let thee go: Now I willingly bid 
farewel to the World, and with Joy I 
come to thee, my God, © 7 
Nothing more, O good Jeſus; nothing 
more ſhall ſeparate me from thee. Now f 
am united to thee, in thee I will live, and 
in thee I will die, and in thee I hope to 
abide for ever. Rom or ls WOE 
Now Life feems uneaſie to me; I de- 
fire to be diffolv'd and be with Chriſt; for 
Chriſt is my Life, and to die will be my 
Gain. 6 IDS, | BO 4 ; I'M 
Now I will fear no Evils, tho' I walk 
in the ſhadow of Death, becauſe thou art 
with me, O Lord: As the Hart pants af. 
ter the Fountains of Water, fo my Sout 
thirſts after thee, O God: My Souls thirft 
L after 
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after the Fountain of Living Water: 9 
when ſhall I come and appear before the 
Face of my God! 
| Give me now thy Bleſſing, O loving 
| Jeſus, and eſtabliſh my Soul in everlaſting 
Peace; ſuch Peace, as only thou can{ 
give; ſuch Peace, as It may not be in the 
Power of my Enemy to deſtroy. 

O that I were once happily united to 


E obs for ever; that I were wholly fwal- 


low'd up and buried in thee :. O that my 
Soul were at reſt in eb Happineſs, and 
in the Enjoyment of thee, my God, for 
ever. | | 

What have I more to do with the 
World? And in Heaven what have I to 
deſire, but only thee, my Lord? 

Into thy Hands I commend my Spirit; 


receive me ſweet Jeſus, in thee may I reſt, 


and in thy Happinels rejoice without End, 
1 


Rotect me, Lord, againſt all my E- 
nemies; and in all Dangers appear 
in my Defence; make haſt to help 
me, O God, and ſay to my Soul, I am thy 
Health, and thy Salvation. 
Remember thou art my Father, and 
ve Compaſſion on my poor diſtreſsd 
Soul; cloth her with all Virtues, * 
n Er 


Sa a —_ +. 
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her with thy Grace; for it belongs to a 
father to take this Care of his Child. 

In thee, I live, ſweet Jeſus, in thee I 
defire to die: Both living and dying J 
will ever profeſs that thou art good, and 
thy Mercy endures for ever. 

O ſweetneſs of my Heart, and love of 


my Soul, rake off my Heart and Thoughts 


from this World, that all my Comfort 
may be in thee. | | Rb . 

My God, and only Hope, permit me no 
longer to run from thee; when wilt thou 
conſume in me all that is corrupt and 
contrary to thy Will 2 . 

Draw me after thee, I beſeech thee, that 
{ may chearfully obey thy Call, and ſub- 
mit to thy bleſſed Will. 

Make me one according to thy own 


Heart, and let my Soul become now thy 


Habitation for ever. „ 
My Soul without thee is dry, like Earth 
without Water; moiſten it with the Dew 
or Heaven, and give me now a large Bleſ- 
ſing from the Land of rhe Living. | 

Wound my Heart with thy Love, that 
it may reliſh nothing that is earthly, but 
entirely depend on thy Commands. 

Hail, dear Redeemer, I now deſire to 
adore thee, with the Spirit and Aﬀection 
ofall thy Elect; I commit io thy Directi- 
on all the Motions of my Soul. 

e 


— — — — — 
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O my Love, and my Joy, when will the 
Day of Eternity appear, when laying 
down this Weight of Fleſh, I ſhall join 
with thy Saints in thy Everlaſting Praiſe! 
O ſweet Light of Heaven, inflame m 


Heart with the Fire of Charity; I offer | 


thee all that is within me; let that divine 
Flame conſume my Bowels. 


III. 


That I could now give thee, 0 
Lord, all that Honour, Praiſe and 
Glory with which the Angels and 
bleſſed Spirits praiſe and glorify thee in 
Heaven ! But becauſe I am unable to do 
this, accept this my Deſire at leaſt, and 
8 
Deliver me, O God, from every thing, 


that is contrary to thy W ill; and be pleasd 


ſo to diſpoſe my Soul, as may be for thy 
greater Glory. 

I ſurrender my felf, O my Creator, into 
thy Hands, and laying aſide all private 
W iſhes, I defire to depend on thee; as to 
the whole State of my Body and Soul, in 
whatever thou ſhalt pleaſe to appoint for 
moe. | | | 
Lask nothing, but that thy holy Name 
may be glorify'd for ever: And it thou 
wilt pleaſe to admit me, tho? unworthy, 

| to 
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to have a ſhare in paying thee now this 
Homage, Bleſſed by thy Name. 

If it be more for thy Honour, that I 
ſuffer interior Deſolation,I accept it from 
thy Hand, O God; becauſe I know ' tis for 


my Good, whatever I ſuffer in my Soul 


for Love of thee. 


O Divine Love, how little art thou 


known, how little art thou lov'd! Come 
to me, and if thou no where find'ſt Reſt, 


infuſe thy ſelf wholly into my Soul. May 


the Fire of thy Love, O God, ever burn 
in my Heart, and grow up to ſuch a Flame, 
that it may burn and conſume not only 
the Sacrifice, but the Altar too. 


Let noting be now my Comfort, but 


thou, my Lord Jeſus, and nothing afflict 
me but my Sins, and whatever is diſpleal- 
ing to thy Divine Majeſty. EE 

0 Bleſſed Jeſus, Life Eternal, by whom 
| live, and without whom I die, grant I 
may now be united to thee, and that in 
the Embraces of thy Holy Love and Divine 
Will I may reſt for ever. 


When ſhall I ſee thee, O ſweet Lord! 


When ſhall I appear before thy Face ! 
When ſhall I ſee thee in the Land of the 


Living ! Till then I figh and bewail my 


Baniſhment, deſir ing to be diſſolv'd, and 


be with thee. 
L3 


How 
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How happy are they, who eat and 
drink at thy Table in thy Eternal King- 
dom! They love thee and enjoy thee, but 
J periſh here with Hunger, lying in Duſt | 
and Darkneſs, and ice not the Light of | 
Heaven. 5 | 

But remove this Veil, O God, and bring 
me to thy Sight; fill my hungry Sou 
With good Things, and grant me my In- 
keritance purchas'd for me by my Re- 
deemer, and be thou my Poſſeſſion for e- 
Ever. 


—— pans fy K 2 2 Foe! > aw ©, ew cs ac. 


Before Extreme Unction. 


Hou haſt mercifully provided Re- MI |, 
med ies, O Lord, for all our Ne- e 
ceſſities; grant me thy Grace ſo to 4 
make uſe of them, that my Soul may re- i 
, Ceive all thoſe good Effects, which thou 
* haſt appointed in their Inſtitution. Now I | 
I defire to be Anointed, as thou haſt com- 
manded me by thy Apoſtle ; grant, I be- 
feech thee, that by this holy Unction, 
and the Prayers of the Church, I may par- | 
take of that Spirit, with which Chriſt 
ſuffer'd on the Croſs, for thy Glory, and 
for the Deſtruction of Sin. Give me true 
Patience, to ſupport all the Pains and 
Trouble of my Diſtemper 3 give me an 
Inward Strength to reſiſt all the Tempta- 


tions 
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tions of the Enemy; give me Grace for 
the Pardon of all my Failings; give me 
that true Light, by which I may be con- 
ducted thro? the Shadows of Death, to 
Eternal Happineſs 3 and if my Health be 
expedient for thy Glory, let this be the 
Means to reſtore ir. Behold I approach 
to this holy Ordinance with a firm Faith 
and Confidence in thy Goodneſs, that 
thou wilt not forſake me in this Time 
of my Diſtreſs, but that thou wilt ſtand 
by me with thy Grace, and defend me from 
all Evil, and now prepare my Soul for a 
happy Paſſage. | . 
Ny Eyes have ſeen Vanities, but now 
let them be ſhut to the World, and op- 
en to thee alone, my Jeſus 3 Pardon me 
all the Sins I have committed by my See- 
„ 5 
My Ears have been open to Detract ions, 
Profaneneſs, and unprofitable Diſcourſes 
let me now give ear to thy Word, to thy 
Commands, and thy Call ; and pardon 
me, O Jeſus, all the Sins I have committ- 
ed by my hearing. | 
I have taken Delight in the Perfumes 
of this World, which are all nothing but 
Corruptions 3 let my Heart and Prayers 
aſcend like Incenſe in thy fight, and par- 
don me all the Sins I have commitred by 
my ſmelling. _ 
; L:4. My 
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My Tongue has many Ways offende( 
both in Speaking and Taſting ; now let 
its whole Buſineſs be to cry for Mercy: 
Pardon me, dear Jeſus, all the Sins I hays 
committed by Words, or by an Exceſß 
in Eating or Drinking. | 
My Hands have offended in contribu- 
ing to many Follies, injurious to my ſelf 
and my Neghbour; now let them be lift. 
ed up to Heaven, in Teſtimony of a peni- 
rent Heart, and pardon me, O Lord, all the 
Sins I have committed in the ill Ule of 
my Hands. „%% 
My Feet have gone N in the Paths 
of Vainty and Sin; now let me walk in 
thy Ways, in the Ways Thou art plea- 
ſed to lead me, and forgive me, Lord, all 
the Sins I have committed by my diſor- 
gder'd Steps. | 3 
I hhave given Admittance to impure 
Delights in my Heart, and for the plea- 
ſing my Senſes have tranſgreſs'd thy Law: 
Let my Heart be now the Temple of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and pardon me all the Sins, by 
which I have baniſh'd thee from my Heart, 
and defil'd my Soul. 
By this holy Anointing, and the Pov. 
er of thy Grace, O God, forgive me al 
my Sins, and convert my Heart wholly 
to thee, that I may chearfully 8 1 
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Death, in Puniſhment of my Offences, « 


and ſo enter into thy Eteranl Reſt. Amen, 


After Extreme Undt ion. 
EAR our Prayers, O God, in Be- 


half of thy Servant; and fince thou 


haſt ſhewn this Mercy to him, as 
to admit him to the Helps of thy Church, 
grant he may partake of the Effects of 
them, even thoſe, which thou haſt a 
pointed for the Comfort of poor Souls 
in the Day of their Diſtreſs. Grant him 
a full diſcharge of all his Sins, that when- 


ever he ſhall appear before thee, the Ene- 


my may find Rong * him. stand 
thou by him, we beſeech thee, and be his 


Protector againſt all Evils let thy Grace 


comfort him, and Heavenly Strength ſup- 


port him, that however he be weak of 


himſelf, yet thro* thy Aſſiſtance he may 
ſtand in this Day of Trial, and chearfully 
ſubmit to whatever thou haſt appointed 
for him. Reſtore him to Health, if thou 
know'ſt it expedient for him; but if thou 
haſt ordain'd it otherwiſe, grant him a 
happy Paſſage, and admit him into the 
Number of thy Blefſed ; thro! the Merits 
and Paſſion of thy dear Son, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee in the Unity of 

Ly dhe 
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| + the Hol Ghoſt; One God, World with 


Out End. Amen. 


Short Prayers to be ſaid diſtinflly,and with ſomely- | 
zervals, whilſt Death ſeems to be approaching, | 


' Adore thee, O good Jeſus, who by thy 
Sufferings haſt redeem'd the World. 
Save me now, O my Jeſus, who haſt 

redeemed me by thy Blood. Draw me 
to thee, who haft promis'd to draw all 
Things to thee. Hold me faſt, and let no 
Power of the Enemy take me out of thy 
Hand : Let nothing any more divide me 
from thee. es 

Merciful Jeſus, I beſeech thee, by thy 

precious Blood, which thou wait pleas'd 
to ſhed for Sinners, waſh me, purity me, 
and cleanſe me from all my Iniquities. 
O Soul of Chriſt ſanctity me; Blood 
of Chriſt, purify me; Body of Chriſt, ſave | 
| me; Water from the Side of Chriſt, waſh 
me: Paſſion of Chriſt, comfort and ſtreng- 
then me, O good ſeſus, graciouſly hear 
me, hide me within thy Wpunds, be ever 
with me, call me at the Hour of Death, 
command me to come to thee, that I may 
take Part with thy Bleſſed, and praile thee 
without End. 
„My Lord and Creator, my Redeemer 
| Jeſus Chriſt, I deliver wy ſelf inro 1 
5 allds, 


T 
Hands, refuſe not, I beſeech thee, the Of- 
fer I make; to thee I come, caſt me not 
away from the. 5 

Caſt me not away, and take not thy holy 
spirit from me; let not my Wickedneſs, 
deſtroy the Work of thy infinite Good- 
nets, | BE | 

Look on me with the Eyes of Mercy, 
my Lord Jefus Chriſt, Eternal King, God 
and Man, who waſt crucify'd for Man. Wl 
Give Ear to my Cry, becauſe I pat my WE 
Truſt in thee : Have Mercy on me, who Wil 
am cover'd over with Miſery 3 thou who il 
art the Fountain of Mercy, a Fountam | 
ever flowing. Hail Sacred Victim, who | 
for me and the Sins of the whole World FW 
waſt offer'd on the Croſss. 1495 

Hail Generous and Precious Blood, 1 
flowing from the Wounds of my Cruci- 8M 
fy'd Lord, and waſhing away the Sins of 


t 1 


k . 4x8 
i 


the World. Be mindful, © Lord, of me 
thy poor Creature, whom thou hait re- 
deem'd with thy Blood, 1 hg; 

Far be it from me to glory, except in 
the Croſs of our Lord ſeſus Chrilt, by 


whom the World is Crucify'd to me, "” 


* 


4 


I to the World. 


I ſee thee, my dear Redeemer, faſten'djMi 
on the Croſs, with thy Arms ſtretcir dt 


forth, and thy Head bowing down, a 
ready to receive us into thy Embraces. k 1 
| UW! 


# Hl 


1792 at the Approach of Death, 
hear thee in Words full of Compaſſion; 


inviting all to come to thee: Come to me | 
all you that labour, and are heavy loaden, and I 


will refreſh you. ' . 

" Behold I come, Lord, do with me ac- 
cording to thy Word, and mercifully re- 
freſh me: I come weary and tir'd under 
the Weight of my Sins, but deal mercifully 
with thy Servant, for thou haſt born all 
our Infirmities on the Croſs ; and to ob- 
tain Pardon for us, haſt laid downthy Life. 


To our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


Compaſhon on thy poor Servant, and 
help me in this time of my Diſtreſs. 
Let thy Death and Paſſion plead for me; 
and ſtand betwixt my Soul and thy Juſ- 
—_-... | „„ 

I give my ſelf wholly into thy Hands, 
reject me not: Now, Lord, according to 
| thy good Will ſhew Mercy to me; com- 
| mand my Soul to be receiv'd in Peace; 
for thou haſt redeem'd me; O God of Truth 
| Lord Jefus, let thoſe ſweet Words ſound 
in my Ears, This day thou ſhalt be with me in 
Receive me, my crucify'd Jeſus, into 
thy loving Arms, which were ſtretched 
forth on the Croſs for me; receive 1 
| »> 13 Yete R & . „ 1 * , "8 ö int 


r 


— 
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into thoſe Embraces of thy infinite Chari- 
ty, and draw my Soul to thee; receive me 


good Jeſus, in thy Mercy, receive my Soul 


in Peace. -- | | 

Enlighten, O Jeſus, my Eyes, that I ſleep 
not in Death, that my Enemy may never 
ſay he has prevaild againſt me. 
Remember, not, O Lord, my Iniqui- 
ties; let thy Mercies make haſte to pre- 
17 0 me for behold I am poor and miſer- 
able. 
Lord Jeſus, by the Merits of thy Suffer- 
ings, command me to be receiv'd among 
the Number of thy choſen Servants. 
Enter not, Lord, into Judgment with 
thy Servant, for in thy Sight no Man can 
be fut ed, but by se. 
This one Thing I ask of our Lord, that 
I may dwell in his Houle for ever. 

Receive OT | 
and I ſhall live and not be dilappointed 
of my Hope. — Fon, 


Of -FAITH 
Ord, I believe, help my Unbelief; I 


, 


= the living God. Thou art my Lord 
wy Goes OO OO 


194 


e according to thy Promiſe, 


Other ſhort Ads, to be repeated now and then one. 


believe thou art Chriſt, the Son of 


———— — ͤ——ä —— 


194 at the Approach of Death, 
I believe all thou haſt taught me by thy 
Apoſtles, and the Holy CatholickChurch, 


Of HOPE. 


T Hou art my Protector, O Lord, in 
chee have I put my Truſt. | 
My Hope is in thee, let me not be con. 
founded for ever, 

Thou art my Defence, O Lord, forſake 
me not; the time of Diſtreſs is at Hand, | 
-- is none to ſave me, but thou my 
God. | 
Preſerve me as the Apple of thy Eye, 
and under the ſhadow of thy Wings pro- 
tect me. 
In the ſhadow of Death I will not fear: 
| becauſe thou art with me. 

Jam thine, O Lord, fave me, I beſeech 
thee. 3 

Save thy Servant, who puts his Trult 
in thee. | 


r 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Hou art the God of my Heart, andm 
| Inherirance for ever, 
| My God, and my All, I have nothing t. 
| deſire in Heaven or Earth but thee. 
| Thou demandeſt my Heart, behold her 
T give it into thy Hands, O God. rofl 


* 


rr 
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Inflame my Soul with thy Love, that I 
may become a grateful Sacrifice to thee. 
My Soul thirſts after thee, O God : When 
ſhall I appear before thee ? 


Of CONTRITION. 


IAve Mercy on me, O God, according 
to thy great Mercy. 
To thee only have 1 Sinn'd and done 
Evil in thy Sight: 
But a contrite and humble Heart thou 
wilt not deſpiſe. 


Turn away thy Face from my fins, and | 


blot out my Iniquities. 

Enter not, O Lord, into Judgment with 
thy Servant; for who ſhall be Juſtify'd in 
thy Sight, but by thy Mercy? 


For thy Name ſake have Mercy on me, 


and forgive all my Sins. 


Of PETITION. 


Hou lufferedꝰſt on the Croſs, O Lord, 


for my Sins; let not thy Sufferings 
be in vain. 
Preſerve me, Lord, J beſeech thee, be- 
cauſe in thee I put my Truſt. 


Let my Enemies be turn'd away back- | 


wards, and all thoſe that ſeck my Soul. 


. „ 
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196 at the Approach of Death: 
Look upon me, and have Mercy on ms; 
becauſe I am poor and 8 ies: 


Behold my Miſery and Affliction? for. | 


ſake me not in my Neceſſit ies, but pardon 
me all my Offences. | 


Of RESIGNATION. 


Here renounce the Devil and Sin, and 
defire to be united to Chriſt. 


Lord, into thy Hands I commend my 


Spirit. Nene 
Thy Will be done on Earth, as it is in 
Heaven. + „ 
Not as I will, but as thou wilt, O God. 
Give me thy Grace to do what thou 
commandeſt, and then command what 
thou wilt. Y 
| Tam thy Creature, O God, and 'tis my 
Duty to ſubmit to thy Will. | 
Behold I bow my ſelf down, and make 
all that is within me ſtoop to thy Com- 
mand, and the Decrecs of thy Bleſſed 
Win. 5 | | 
| Do here with me as thou wilt, but ſpare 
| me hereafter. | 


| Lord, I love the Beauty of thy Houſe, } 


and the Place of thy Abode. 1 
I deſire to be diſſolv'd and be with 
Chr iſt. EY ED 


Who 
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Who will deliver me from this Body 
of Dearh. | | 

This one Thing I ask of thee, that I 
may dwell in thy Houſe for ever. 


Other ſhort Prayers. | 


T” Ternal Father, I am that unworthy 
Servant, whom thou haſt ſo lov'd, as 
to give thy only Son for me: Shew 

Mercy on me now at this Hour, and let 

not his precious Blood be loſt on me. 

ſeſus Chriſt, I am that loſt Sheep whom 
thou haſt ſought with ſo much Pains, and 
and brought back on thy Shoulders: Ihave 
run aſtray like a loſt e but thou art 
the good Shepherd, who giv'ſt thy life for 
thy Sheep : Seek now thy Servant, and let 
me be loſt no more. Let the Enemy have 
no more Power over me, but take me into 
thy Protection. 

O Jeſus, I am that miſerable one, who 
going from Feruſalem, fell amongſt Thieves, 
was wounded and left half Dead: Thou 
art my Phyſician, and that good Samaritan, 
who having Compaſſion on me, haſt bound 
up my Wounds, and heal'd them with thy 
Blood. Thou haſt born all our Infirmities, 
and by thy Anguiſh we have been healed. 
Haye mercy on me, Lord, in this my laſt 


Hour ; 


„ ones 


198 at the Approach of Death. 


guilty of many Crimes, but Thou art my 
Advocate to the Father, and the Propitiz 


Hands I commend my Spirit. 


A Prayer of Stint Jerome in time of Agony 


Hour: Lord, make haſte to help me, th, Win: 
my Soul die not for ever. Mid 
O Jeſus, I am an unhappy Sinner, an 


tion for my Offences. Thou wilt not the 
Death of a Sinner, but that he live. Thy 
coming into this World was to fave y; 
Sinners; have Mercy therefore on me in 
this my Extremity : Be now my Mediator 
and Advocate to the Father. O good je 
ſus, be merciful to me a Sinner. Into thy 


Erciful Jeſus, thou art my SrenethſWfc 

my Refuge, and my Deliverer; in 
thee have I believed and hop th 
thee have I loy'd, Call me now, I beſecch af 
thee, and I will anſwer. Stretch forth thy H 
Hand of Mercy to the Work of thy Hands u 
and let me not periſh, whom thou ha{ar 
redeemed with thy Blood. : m 
*'Tis now time for Duſt to return to lc 


Duſt, and my Spirit to thee who gav'ſt it; h 


Open then, Lord, the Gate of Life, and} t! 
receive me; receive me, molt merciful Lordi it 
according to the Multitude of thy tender 2 
Mercies, who received the Thief on th f 


Croſs, and now prepare my Soul for he 


ring 


jn time of Agony 
ing the ſame Promiſe of Mercy, which he 
lid. I am fick, O Lord, and my Life is wi- 


y Phyſician. Heal me then, my God, and 
[ hall be heal'd : Let me not be confound- 
d, becauſe I put my Truft in thee. In 
hee have I hop'd, let me not be caſt off 
for ever. 1 
But who am I, moſt merciful Lord, that 
J ſhould ſpeak thus boldly to thee? I am 
Ma Sinncr, one grown up in Sin, a rotten 
vMCarcais, a Veſſel of Corruption, and Food 
of Worms. But ſpare me ſtjiH, my God, for 
what Victory is there in overthrowing 
Ine, who am but as Duſt before the Wind? 
Forgive me all my Sins, and deliver me 
from my Diſtreſs. 


\ 


nl Arife and help me, Lord, ariſe and let 


LW thy Mercy plead for me: Let my Prayer 
aſcend before thee, and ſtretch forth thy 
Hand to help me: For behold I am cover'd 
Ml with Sin, and have done Evil in thy Sight; 
i and there's none can heal me but thou, 

my God. If thou hadſt not paid my Ran- 
"M8 ſom, by dying on the Croſs, ſhould not I 
have been ever miſerable > Remember 
chen, O merciful Jeſus, that I have a ſhare 
nn that Price, that was paid; *twas for me 
ao, tho? moſt unworthy, thy Blood was 


Mercy. | 
I 


199 


her ing away, therefore I come to thee, 


ſhed ; let me therefore have a part in this | 


280 Tn time of Agony. 
I confeſs J have many times offended 
againſt thee, and therefore am not worthy 
to be calPd thy Child: But turn away 
thy Face, I beſeech thee, from my Sins, 
and blot out all my Iniquities. Deal not 
with me according to what I deſerve, nor 
chaſtiſe me according to my Iniquities; N al 
but help me, O God, my Saviour, and for I u 
the Glory of thy Name deliver me. Now f 
at this Hour ſhew Mercy to me and when- . 
ever I depart, receive me into the Num- 
ber of thy Family, that I may be one of 
thoſe who are to praiſe thee for ever. 
Q. When a fick Perſon Hes, as to all Appear: 
ance, inſenſible, is it to any Purpoſe to repeat any 
of theſe Prayers in his Name? 
A Theſe Prayers are principal'y inten- ol 
ded for ſuch as continue in their Senſes: W;: 
But however, when a Perſon lies as it were I 
wholly inſenfible, it may not be impro- t 
per to repeat now and then ſome ſhort III ;; 
Sentence of Piety in his Ear; becauſe W 
there are many, who upon recovery have y 
own'd that in their Extremity they were Il c 
ſenfible of what had been {poke to them, 
tho? they could by no outward Sign ma- 
maniteſt it to the By-ſtanders. 


Prayers tobe ſaid by Friends when the ſick Perſon I u 
0008 7 png 9 5 

LN Jeſus Chriſt, we beſeech thee of 
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In time of Agony: 20t 
thy bitter Agony and Prayer in the 
ien. that Mov would'ſt be pleaſed 
to be Advocate to the eternal Father 
in behalf of this thy Servant: Lay before 
him all thoſe drops of Blood which in 
that Anguiſh of Spirit flow'd from thy 
Body, and offer them for the remiſſion of 
all his Sins? that fo, in this Hour of Ex- 
tremity, he may be diſcharg'd from that 
Hand-writing, which ſtands againſt him, 
and from all that Puniſhment, which he 
fears too juſtly due to his Sins. Our H- 
ther, bail Mary. 
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Ord Jeſus Chriſt who was pleas'd to 

L ſuffer Death on the Croſs for us, we 

beſeech thee to offer up all that An- 
guiſh and Pa ins which thou then enduredſt, 
and moſt eſpecially at the Hour of thy 
Death, in behalf, of this thy Servant, that 
they may be accepted in his Favour, for 
the good of his Soul, for the obtaining a 
happy Hour, and for the releaſe from that 
Puniſhment, which he has deſerv'd for his 
Sins, Our Father, Hail Mary. 


Ord Jeſus Chriſt who hadſt that Love 
for Man, as to become Man for his 
Salvation, we beſeech thee to ſhew 

that thy Charity and Goodneſs to the e- 
ternal Father; let that appear for this thy 


— — 


— — 
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Servant, that plead his Cauſe, that by thi 
powerful Mediation, he may be freed from 


— 


Hour of his Departure, and find the Gate 
of Life open to him. Our Father, Hail Mary, 


F ord Jeſus Chriſt, who by thy preci- 
L ous Blood haſt redeem'd us, we be. 
ſeech thee to imprint deep in the 
Soul of this thy Servant, the Memory of 
thy moſt ſacred W ounds, that having them 
in his Sight, he may he encourag'd to ſyf. 
fer with Patience and Reſolution, and he 
arm'd againſt all the Pangs of Death: 
Thus let him chearfully ſubmit to all the 
Difficulties of his condition, and begin 
even here to be united to thee with 1 
Love, that ſhall never end. 
Grant him now to partake of the Fruit 


of thy holy Incarnation, of thy bjicer$ 


Paſſion, of thy glorjous Reſurrection, 
and admirable Aſcenſion. 
Grant he may be ſenſible of the Effects 
| of thy holy Myſteries and Sacraments, and 
| of all the Prayers which are offer'd to 
| thee by the whole Church. 
Remember, Lord, that thou once walt 
| in the ſtraits of Death, that in thy Extre 
mity thou cried'ſt out to the Eternal 
ther, commending thy Spirit to him, and 
jo ex pir'dſt. Bebold now, this thy Ser 
vant 


— 


all his Sins 3 that he may be ſafe at the 
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mnt in his Anguiſh cries aloud to thee; 
and thou by him, defend and comfort 
him in this his Diſtreſs, and receive his 
oul. 1 3 
b O Jeſus, that thy Arms 
ere ftrerch'd forth upon the Croſs, thy 
tide was opened, and thy facred Head 
bow'd down: Have regard now, we 
beſeech thee, to the Soul of this thy 
rvant, which departing out of this 
World, ſeeks Refuge in thee 3; receive 
it into thy Arms; give it ſhelter in 
thy Breaſt, and there let it hide itſelf 
kcur'd from all Enemies, till the Anger 
of God paſs over. Into thy Hands we 
commend his Spirit, which has been Crea- 
ted and Redeem'd by thee ; deſpiſe 
Ag beſeech thee, the Work of thy 
Hands. | | 1 5 
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„ f the dying Perſon be in his Senſes, this may be 


4 good Concluſeon, 


+ OW let thy Servant, Lord, depart 
o in Peace, according to thy Word. 


But remember I am but Duſt, and 
neretore enter not into Judgment with 
hy oor Servant; for how can I be 
uſtity'd in thy Sight but by thy Grace? 
contels I am unworthy to be admit- 
rd into thy Preſence z but all my Hope 

15 


204 In time of Agony. 
5s from thy infinite Goodneſs and Met 
cy, which is able to purify my Soul; 
and cleanſe me from all my Iniquitiez. 
In this I hope, and with this Hope [ 
now beg of thee, that, when my Soul 
is to leave this Body, thou wilt mani 
feſt thy Goodneſs, and receive it into 
thy Eternal Kingdom. 

In the Confeſſion of thy Name, 0 
Lord, I deſire to breath out my laſt. Re. 
ceive me therefore according to th 
great Mercy ; open to me the Gates 0 
Lite, and ſecure me againſt all the Pow] 
ers of Darkneſs. Let thy Hand condud 
me into the Place of Refreſhment, that 
Place thou haſt prepar'd for thoſe tha 
fear thee. = 


py — — hop > Y no, oo, amd Hoa =I% G 


Anbot her. 


Hou know'ſt, O Lord, my Life hi 
been Ald with Sin and Miſery 
Bur thou aboundeſt in Mercy; an- 
therefore in the Spirit of Humility and 
contrite Heart, I now beſeech thee, t 
receive me, O good Jeſus, the Life ani 
Health of my Soul. FD 
l am the loſt Sheep that now return 
to my Shepherd; I have heard thy Voice 
and defire to follow it; and canſt tho 
now deſpiſe the Cry of thy poor ** 


In time of Agony. 205 
who runs to thee for Shelter > Receive 
him, I beſeech thee, into thy Fold. Haſt 
rot thou commanded all to come to thee ? 
Ind haſt thou not ſaid, he ſhall call up- 
on me, and I will hear him, and I will 
iM be with him, in the Day of Tribulation ? 
0 Behold, I call on thee Lord, in Heart 
it leaſt; Behold Tribulation is upon me, 
and there's none that can deliver and 
aye me, but thou my good Jeſus. And 
tho! I dare not ask to be of the Number 
of thy Bleſſed, yet admit me, Lord, to 
feed on the Crumbs that fall from thy 
Table: O, that I were but the leaſt in thy 
at Houte : How much better is that, than 
al to dwell with Sinners ! Receive me ſweet 
ſelus, receive my Soul. 


Prayers to be ſaid by the Aſſiſtants in time of 


Agony. 

Hriſt Jeſus, who waſt crucity'd for 
our Redemption, we beſeech thee 
" by that Love which brought thee 
from Heaven, to have Compaſſion on the 
Soul of this thy Servant 3 forgive him all 
bis Sins, and by the Merits of thy bitter 
Paſſion, ſatisfy for all his Failings, and 
ſupply his Defects; let him now Experi- 
ence the multitude of thy tender Mercies, 
and be ſenſible how good his Lord is. 
Diſpoſe now his Soul by thy Grace, 1 * 

'M 
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206 In time of Agony; 
he may be prepar'd at thy Call to go forth 
to meet Thee. Grant him, we beſeech 
thee, true Patience and perfect Reſigna- 
tion in his Pains and Anguiſh. Give 
| him a full diſcharge from all his Sins; con. 
| firm his Faith; ſtrengthen him in Hope, 
| and perfect his Charity, that departing 
| hence, his Soul may be receiv'd into thy 
| Mercy. O dear Redeemer, by that Diſtreſs, 
which. thou ſufferedſt on the Croſs, when 
thou criedſt out to thy eternal Fc .ner, | 
| we pray thee ſhew Mercy on this thy Ser- 
van in his Extremity 3 Hear the Sighs 
and Defires of his Heart, and fince he can- 
| not now ſpeak for himſelf, ſpeak thou 
for him, we beſeech thee, who art the e- 
ternal Word, and to whom the Father 
will refuſe nothing. | . 

By thy Victory over Death, and the in- 
finite Merit of thy Paſſion, we beg thee in 
Behalf of this thy Servant, to have no 
other Thoughts but of Peace, of Mercy, 
and Comfort, and not of Afflict ion. Bear 
him up againſt all Diſtruſt and Deſpair, 
deliver him from his Neceſſities, and be 
his Comforter in this Diſtreſs. Let thoſe 
Hands which were once naiPd to the 
Croſs, now plead for him, and obtain- 
ing his Pardon, conduct him into thy 
eternal Reſt, Amen. 5 
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ORD, have Mercy on us, 
Chriſt have Mercy on us, 
Lord, have Mercy on us, 

Holy Mary, 

All ye holy Angels and Archangels, 

Holy Abel, 

All ye Choir of the Juſt, 

Holy Abraham, 

st. ohn Battiſt, 

All ye Patriarchs and Prophets, 

St. Peter. 

St, Paul, 

St. Andrew, 

st. ohn, 

All ye holy Apoſtles and Evangeliſt 

All ye holy Diſciples of our Lord, 

All holy Innocents, 

St. Stephen, 

St. Laurence, 

All ye holy Martyrs, 

St. H/lveſter, 

St. Gregory, 

St. Au uſtin, : 

All holy Biſhops and Confeſſors, 

St, Benedict, 

St. Francis. 

All ye holy Monks and Hermits, 

St, Mary Magdalen, 

dt. Lucy. 

All holy Virgins and Widows, 
M 2 
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From thy Anger, 
From the Danger of Death, | 
From an ill End, 

From the Pains of Hell, 


By thy Nativity, 


By thy Glorious Reſurrect ion, 
By the Grace of the Holy Ghoſt the 
In the Day of Judgment, 
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All you Saints of God, make Interceſſion ſo 
him (her.) IA 

Be merciful, ſpare him (ber) O Lord. 

Be merciful, deliver him (her) O Lord. 

Be merciful, deliver him (her) O Lord. : 


From all Evil. 
From the Power of the Devil. 


By thy Croſs and Paſſion, 
By thy Death and Burial, 


By thy admirable Aſcenſion, 


r 
P40T O (424g) 1g ανινẽu 


Comforter, 


1＋—5.—— 


We Sinners, beſeech thee to hear us. 


That thou ſpare him, We beſeech thee to 


hear us. 
Lord, have Mercy on us. 
Chriſt, have Mercy on us. 
Lord, have Mercy on us. 


Let us Pray. 1 
Epart, chriſtian Soul, out of this 
World, in the Name of God the 
Father Almighty, who created thee, 


in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, Son of the 


living 


, 1 
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a Soul departing; 209 
living God, who ſuffer'd for thee ; in 
the Name of the Holy Ghoſt, who ſanc-⸗ 
tify'd thee: In the Name of the An- 
gels, Arch-angels, Thrones and Domi- 
nations, Cherubins, and Seraphins 3 in 
the Name of the Patriarchs and Pro- 
phets, of the Holy Apoſtles and Evange- 
liſts, of the Holy Martyrs and Confeſſors, 
of the holy Monks and Hermits, of the 
holy Virgins, and of all the Saints of 
God ; let thy Place be this Day in 
Peace, and thy Abode in haly Sion. 
Through Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


OD of Mercy, God of Goodneſs 3 

[ O God, who according to the Mul- 
titude of thy Mercies forgiveſt the 

Sins of ſuch as repent; and graciouſly re- 
mitteſt the guilt of their paſt offences, 
mercifully regard this thy Servant N. and 
grant him a full diſcharge from all his 
Sins, who moſt earneſtly begs it of thee. 
Renew, O merciful Father, whatever is 
corrupt in. him through humane Frail- 


ty, or by the Snares of the Enemy; 


make him a true Member of the Church, 
and let him partake of the Fruit of thy 
Redemption, Have Compaſſion, Lord, 
on his Sighs, have Compaſſion on his 
Tears, and admit him to the Sacrament 


of thy Reconciliation, who has no Hope 


M 3 | buy 
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but in thee, Through Chriſt our Lord. 


Recommend thee, dear Brother, to 
Almighty God, and leave thee to his 
Mercy, whoſe Creature thou art, 
that having paid the Common Debt, 
by ſurrendring the Soul, thou mapeſt 
return to thy Maker, who form'd thee 
out of the Earth. Let therefore the no- 
ble Company of Angels meet thy Soul 
at its departure; let the Court of the 
Apoſtles receive thee ; let the trium- 
phant Army of glorious Martyrs condut 
thee ; let the Crowds of joyful Con- 
feſſors encompaſs thee; let the Choir of 
bleſſed Virgins go before thee, and let 
a happy Reſt be thy Portion in the 
Company of the Patriarchs: Let Chriſt WH: 
Teſns appear to thee with a mild and. 
chearful Countenance, and give thee ¶ to 
Place among thoſe, who are ro be in ¶ to 
his Preſence for ever. May'ſt thou be a MV; 
Stranger to all that, which is puniſh'd Mo 
with Darkneſs, chaſtis'd with Flames, and Mm 
condemn'd to Torments. Let thy wick- Wbe 
ed Enemy, with all his evil Spirits, de- 
part from thee : May he tremble at thy 
Approach in the Company of Angels 
and retire into the horrid Confuſion of 


eternal Night, May thy God axiſe, i 


2 
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thy Enemies be put to Flight. May all, 
who hate him, fly before his Face. Let 
them vaniſh like Smoak, and as Wax 
before the Fire; ſo let Sinners periſh 
in the Sight of God: But for the Juſt 
let them rejoice and be happy in his 
Preſence. May all the Miniſters of Hell 
be fil'd with Confuſion and Shame, and 
let no evil Spirit dare to ſtop thee in 
thy Way. Chriſt Jeſus be thy Deliver- 
er, who was crucity'd for thee. Chriſt 
Jeſus, deliver thee from Death, who 
vouchſafed to die for thee. Chriſt Jeſus, 


Son of the living God, place thee in his. 


Garden of Paradiſe 3 and may he, the 


1 Shepherd, own thee for one of his 


Flock: May he abſolve thee from all 
thy Sins, and place thee at his Right- 

| 2 in the 3 of: his Ele, 
e pray it may be thy happy Lot 
to behold thy Redeemer Face to Face, 
Jo be ever in his Preſence, and in the 
| Vihon of that Truth, which is the 
| Moy of the Bleſſed. And thus plac'd a- 
| Winong thoſe happy Spirits, may'ſt thou 


en, 


be exer fl'd with heavenly Sweetneſs, 


f Recelvg 
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Eceive thy Servant, 0 Lord, into | 
that Place, where he may hope for | 


Salvation from thy Mercy. 
R. Amen. 


Deliver, O Lord, the Soul of thy Ser. | 


vant from all Dangers of Hell, from all 
Pa in and Tribulation. 55 
R. Amen. | 
Deliver, O Lord, the Soul of thy 
Servant, as thou deliveredſt Enoch and 
Elias from the common Death of the 
World. 

R. Amen. 3 
Deliver, O Lord, the Soul of thy 
Servant, as thou deliveredſt Noah in the 
| Flood. | 

R. Amen. | 
Deliver, O Lord, the Soul of thy Ser- 
vant, as thou deliveredſt Abraham from 
the midſt of the Chaldeans. 

R. Amen. | | 

Deliver, O Lord, the Soul of thy Ser- 
vant, as thou deliveredſt Fob from all his 
Afflict ions. 

R. Amen. 

Deliver, O Lord the Soul of thy Ser- 
vant, as thou deliveredſt Iſaac from be- 
ing ſacrific'd by his Father. 
=> Amen. | 


Des 
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Deliver, O Lord, the Soul of thy Ser- 
vant, as thou deliveredſt Lot from Sodom, 
and the Flames of Fire. | 

R. Amen. 

Deliver, O Lord, the Soul of thy Ser: 
yant, as thou deliveredſt Moſes from the 
Hands of Pharaoh King of Egypt. 

R. Amen 

Deliver, O Lord, the Soul of thy Ser- 
vant, as thou deliveredſt Daniel from the 
Lion's Den. 

R. Amen. 

Deliver, O Lord, the Soul 4 thy Ser- 
vant, as thou deliveredſt the Three nil. 
dren from the fiery Furance, and from 
the Hands of that unmerciful King. 

R. Amen. 

Deliver, O Lord, the Soul of thy Ser- 
vant, as thou deliveredſt Sanna from her 
falſe Accuſers. 

R. Amen. 

Deliver, O Lord, the Soul of thy Ser- 
vant, as thou deliveredſt David ont the 
Hands of Saul and Golah. 

R. Amen. 

Deliver, O Lord, the Soul of thy Ser- 
vant, as thou deliveredſt Peter and Paul 
out of Priſon. 

R. Amen, 8 

And as thou deliveredſt that bleſſed 
Virgin and Martyr St. Thecla, cha” 

c mo 


914 Recommendation of 
moſt cruel Torments, ſo vouchſafe to de- 
liver the Soul of this thy Servant, and 
bring it to the Participation of thy hea- 
venly Joys. oy 

R. Amen. 


Let us Pray. 


55 E commend to thee, O Lord, the 
soul of this thy Servant, and be. 


ſeech thee, ſeſus Chriſt, Redeem- 
& of the World, that as in Mercy to 
him thou becameſt Man; ſo now thou 
would'ſt vouchſafe to admit him into 
the Number of the Blefled. Remember, 


Lord, he is thy Creature, not made by 


ſtrange Gods, but thy Thee, the only 
true and living God: For there is no o- 
ther God but thee, none that can work 
thy Wonders. Let his soul find Com- 
fort in thy Sight, and remember not bis 
former Sins, nor any of thoſe Exceſſes, 
which he has fallen into, through the 
Violence of Paſſion and Corruption. 
For although he has ſinn'd, yet he has 
ſtill retain'd a true Faith in thee, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft ; he has had 2 
Zeal for thy Honour, and faithfully a- 


dor'd Thee his God, and the Creator of 


all Th ings. 


Remember 
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his Vouth; but according to thy 


great Mercy be mindful of him in thy 


eternal Glory. Let the Heavens be open 


to him, and the Angels rejoice with him. 
Receive, Lord, thy Servant into thy 


Kingdom. Let the Arch-angel st. Aſi- 


venly Hoſt. Let the holy Angels of God 
meet him, and bring him into the Ci- 
ty of the heavenly Feruſalem. May blet- 
ied Peter, the Apoſtle, receive him, to 


whom were \iven the Keys of the King- 


dom of Heaven. May Holy Pau!, the A- 


poſtle, help him, who was a Veſlel of E- 
lection. May St. John, the beloved Diſ- 


ciple, intercede for him, to whom God 


reveal'd the Secrets of Heaven. May all 
the holy Apoſtles pray for him, to whom 
was given the Power of Binding and 


loſing. May all the bleſſed and chofen 


dervants of God pray for him, who in 


this World have ſuffer'd Torments for 
the Name of Chriſt: That being deli- 
ver'd from this Body of Corruption, he 


may be admitted into the Kingdom of 


Heaven, through the Aſſiſtance and Me- 
rits of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who liv- 
eth and reigneth with the Father, 8 

| ene 


Ty Emember not, 0 Lord, we beſeech 
R thee, the Sins and Ignorances of 


che, conduct him, the chief of the hea- 
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the Holy Ghoſt, World withont End. 
Amen. | 5 e 


If the Sick Party ſtill continues in Diſtreſs of 
Agony, it may be proper for the Aſſijtants 10 

cont inue on in Prayer, ſaying Plalm 21 
and 118. 


The Sul being now departed, the following Re- 
bo ſtonſory is ſaid. a 4 


come to his Aſſiſtance, all you Saints 
of God; meet him all you Angel; t 
of God, receive his Soul, and pre- Ne 
ſent it now before its Lord. May Jeſus b 
Chriſt receive thee, and the Angels con- Y | 
duct thee to thy Place of Reſt: May they WI / 
receive his Soul, and preſent it now be- 1 
fore its Lord. 


Reſp. Eternal Reſt grant him, O Lord, and 

let perpetual Light ſhine unto him. May they 

preſent him now before his Lord. | 
Lord, have Mercy on us. 
Chriſt, have Mercy on us. 
Lord, have Mercy.on us, 

Dur Famer. | 
J. And lead us not into Temptation, 
R. But deliver us from Evil. | 

F. Eternal Reſt grant him, O Lord. 
R. And let perpetual Light ſhine unto him. 

| V. From 


— 1 pap breed hy oe; 
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py. From the Gates of Hell. 

R. Deliver his Soul, O Lord: 

J. May he reſt in Peace. 

R. Amen. n | 

J. O Lord, hear my Prayer: 


* 


R. And let my Cry come to thee: 
Let us Pray; 


o Thee, Lord, we recommend the 
Soul of thy Servant N. that being 
dead to this World, he may live 

to thee. And whatever Sins he has 

committed through human Frailty, we 
beſeech thee in thy Goodnefs, mercitul- 
ly ro Pardon. Through Chriſt dur Lord. 

Amen. | . 

Then for 4 Concluſion may be added the follow- 

ing Prayer for the Aſſiſtants, 


Rant, O God, that while we here 

1 lament the departure of thy Ser- 
vant, we may ever remember, that 

we are moſt -certainly to follow him. 
Give us Grace to prepare for that laſt 
Hour by a good Life, that we may not 
be ſurpriz'd by fudden Death, but be e- 
yer watching when thou ſhalt call, that 
io with the Spouſe we may enter into 
eternal Glory, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; Amen. 8 e = 
6 N Ace - 


ing a Chriſtian Spirit: And hence 
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what Devotion may be proper for hi 
upon his Recovery? Tg „ 
A. Thankſgiving is due to Almight 
God for all his Bleſſings, and therefore 
when the Perſon is rais'd from the Bed of 
Sickneſs, he ought not to omit this 
Duty, which I tear is forgotten by too 
many, who when they are in Extremi 
ty of Pain or Sicknels, know how to ya 
lue Health and Eaſe, and in the carneſ 
neſs of their Wiſhes, declare their 
Senſe of ſuch Bleſſings; but having re- 
ceived them, think no more of them, 
or of the Hand that gave them. Thi 
is a ſort of Ingratitude very unbecom- 


you may conclude, how much the Me- 
thod of thoſe is to be difapprov'd, who, 
after a fit of Sickneſs, conſecrate their 
firſt ſitting up to a Game at Cards, and 
their firſt going abroad to a Play, or the 
Park, Cc. When as the firſt Fruits of 
Health ought to be offer'd to God as 
his due, in Prayer and Worſhip: Thoſe 
that do otherwiſe, abuſe his Gifts; and 
tis to be fear'd, that ſuch as are hardy 
enough to do this, as ſoon as they are 
| - recover'd, 


erwards. This is the Miſery of too 


lo harm, when Cards will not ; and 
tere fore theſe get the ſtart for ſome 
Days 3 when, God knows, the Attenti- 
on at Prayers is but too often much in- 
frior to that of Cards, eſpecially if we 
confider the Time ſpent in theſe ; and 
therefore not likely to be more prejudi- 
cal. But the Truth is, we are all too 


"Wnt to favour our Inclinations, and a 
ſender Reaſon is ſufhcient to promote 
Put we have a mind to do? And thus 


ve deceive our ſelves, when at the Bot- 
tom there's only this, that we are ready 
o venture more for our Diverfion, than 
for our Duty : And this makes thoſe, 


k very bold at their Games. 


ef Thaniggiving ? 


J. Thoſe mention'd above: As the 
ymn Ie Deum. We praile thee, O God, 
Fe, The Benedicite, or Song of the three 
hildren, with other Pſalms, as ſet down 
ove, The following - Prayer likewiſe 
ay not be improper, 
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cover'd, will not be more grateful af- 


nany, who perverſly think Pravers will 


ho are afraid of their Prayer-Book, to 


Q fat Prayers would you dire them ts 


N Almighty _ 
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Lmighty and Everlaſting God, Ihe 
acknowledge thy Blefling in 
recovery of my Health, and rety 
thee my moſt hearty Thanks for it. 
beg thy Grace for the making a bet 
Ui of it than hitherto I have done;t 
I may correct all the Errors of my p 
Life, that I may improve in Virtue, | 
an Example to others, and ſanctify t 
Health to thee, Which is now thy ff 
cial Gift; that thus living ro thee, 
may be ever prepar'd for my laſt Hoy 
Through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Ane 


Nö gde 


* 
F 


Inſtructions 


1 AND. 
PEVOTIONS 
| FOR 


PRISONERS, 


ſpecially for thoſe who are con- 
demn'd to DIE. 


U CH Perſons, who either by their 
I Crimes, or falſe Accuſations, or any 


\Wiisfortune, and improve it to the Good 
f 


N 3 -- Of 
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other Ways fall into the Hands of 
uſtice, and are thrown into Priſon, 
dught to make an Advantage of their 
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of their Souls: Innocence inConfinemen 
may find there the Exerciſe of many Vi 
tues, encourag'd by the Example of Chriſ 
and all his glorious Confeſſors and 
tyrs. Guilt in Confinement may fin 
great Mercy attending the Juſtice of hi 
Sufferings, in the faireſt Opportunity of 
fer'd for making Atonement for paſt Of 
fences. This ſeems to * the Deſign « 
Heaven, both as to the one and the 0 
ther; and it muſt be a very great Abu 
not to comply with it; ſuch as will fu 
ly the Innocence of the Cauſe on thi 
one fide, and encreaſe the Guilt on thi 
other, and in both render all their Su 
ferings unprofitable. Wherefore gra 
Caution js to be us'd by all in theſe Cir 
cumſtances, „ 

Firſt, In avoiding, as much as maj 
be, the common Contagion of Priſons 
that js, ill Company, by which many 
who have gone in Innocent, have come 
out Corrupt and Vicious. And becauſe 
the uſual Expedient flying ſuch Con. 

verſations, is here render'd Impracticable 
therefore is there a Neceſſity of mort 
than ordinary Care, ſuch as may ſecure 
Virtue in the midſt of Corruption, and 
preſerve a Lot in Sodom. Guards are dou 
bled in time of Danger, ſo it muſt be 
here: For that Watchfulneſs, which * 


the Defence of Innocence in other Pla- 


Enemy here, which by the Advantage 
* Ground is now much more power- 
ful. 


Practice of Intemperance, which has 
many Times the Authority of Men of 
Principles to recommend it. The Spi- 


zainſt all manner of Deject ion, which 
tor Want of Employment or Diverſion, 
s there too apt to ſeize it. Society is 
the obvious Remedy that preſents it ſelf, 
and wretched Cuitom perſuading Men 
there's no maintaining this without 
drink ing; hence this is uſher'd in under 


ind one Evil is made the Remedy of 
another 3 and whatever Checks of Con- 
ſcience attended the firſt Engagement, 
Practice ſoon wears out this Uneaſineſs, 
and hardens the Mind againſt all Scru- 


pation, of Intemperance, and of very 


exclude the Chriſtian Uſe of all their 


Benefir, Heaven has deſign'd for them. 
Thoſe who conſider the Diſpoſitions, 
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ces, is not ſufficient to withſtand. the 
Secondly, In avoiding that too general 


rit in Confinement is defirous of Relief 


the Cover of Neceſſity or Convenience, 


ples, Thus by Degrees the Life of a 
Priſon becomes a Life of continual Dil- 


unbecoming Entertainments, ſuch as 


duffer ings, and deprive them of all that. 


N 4 with 
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with which all thoſe Scourges which | 
come from the Hand of God ought to 
be receiv'd, and that the Time of Af. 
ſliction is the Time of Humiliation, of 
ſeeking Help and Comfort from God; 
will eaſily diſcover the Unreaſonable- 
neſs of this Method, and that nothing 
can be more provoking, then to grow | 
worſe under Correct jon, and then to 
run into new Diſorders, when they are 
call'd upon to retrench their old ones, 
Wherefore it muſt be certainly more 
adviſeable to ſubmit to all manner of! 
Uneafineſs, to ſeek Remedy in Humi- 
lity and Patience, to oblige Heaven to 
their Aſſiſtance by Prayer and Penance, 
to mortify themſelves in all the Incon- 
veniences of their Confinement : There's 
ſomething of the Goſpel in this Spirit; 
but the other Way is ſo far from Chri- 
ſtian, that it gives Scandal to all Obſer- | 
vers, 

Theſe Cautions I think needleſs for 
thoſe, who look for no other Liberty, 
than what the Sentence of Death is to 
bring them; the ty 2pm rey of their 
approaching End being ſufficient Secu- 
| rity againſt theſe Miſchiefs, withour the 
| Help of a Monitor. However to theſe 
| there is ſomething to be recommended: 


AS: : , 
Firſt 


—— 
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Firfl, Not to delay their Preparations . - 


for Death till they have heard sentence 


pronounc'd againſt them; for this can- 


not be excus'd from Neglect, and many 
Times proves ſuch, as cannot afterwards 


be recover'd , whilſt ſtricter Confinement, 


after Condemnation, often cuts off man 
of thoſe Opportunities and Helps, whic 
they had before, and hinders them from 
making ſo good a Preparation as Death 
requires. | 
Secondly, Not to permit their Spirits to 
be ſeiz'd with immoderate Dejection, by 
refictting on the Misfortune, or the Ter- 
rors of Death; for it is very ill Manage- 
ment to give that Time to unprofitable, 
and it may be ſinful Diſquiet, which 
ought to be employ'd much more to the 


the laſt Hour. : 

Thirdly, For the leſſening theſe Diſquiets, 
and making the beſt Uſe of their Time, 
that they would ſeriouſly confider the 
Mercies, that accompany their preſent 
Misfortunes 3 which are very great, even 
to thoſe, whoſe Crimes have brought 
them into theſe Circumſtances. For where- 
as the Lives of theſe are generally ſub- 
ject ro great Diſorders, and if this Ju- 


ſtice, that has met them, had not put a 


ſtop, they might very likely have purſued 
| = their 


purpoſe, in preparing their Souls againſt _ 
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their evil Ways, and as they liv'd, f | 
tikewiſe have died, unmindful of God 

and their Salvation, as it is the unhap- | 
2 Fate of too many; now being appre- | 

ended and confin'd, their wicked Courſe 
is interrupted, and they have a fair Op- 
portunity before them of repenting, and 
making a much better Preparation for a- 
nother World, than Sickneſs will gene- | 
rally allow, in which; either through 
the Shortneſs or Sharpneſs of the Diſtem- 
per, or the flattering Hopes of Recovery, | 
or want of Opportunity and neceſſary 
Helps, wicked Men ſeldom come to a 
true Repentance: bur as Sickneſs finds 
them, ſo Death generally carries them 
away. The Opportunity therefore of a 
true Converſion is ſo much greater before 
a violent Death, than before a natural; 
that (notwithſtanding the Unhappineſs 
and Terror) it muſt certainly be acknow- 
ledg'd an Effect of a moſt providential 
Mercy; and I don't queſtion many have 
come by this Way to a true Senſe of 
their Sins, and a happy End, who other- | 
wiſe would have been ſurpriz'd in their 

| Wickedneſs, and periſh'd everlaſtingly. 

It is a Mercy likewiſe to all others; fince 

the certain Knowledge of Death obliges 

them to a much ſtronger, and more un- 
diſturb'd Application, thay is generally 
_ 9 practio d 


a perpetual Watchfulneſs, being general- 
ly abus'd, and made the Occaſion of very 
prejudicial Neglects, even to the hazard- 
ing of our eternal Lot, TT. 1 
It being thus eaſy to diſcover great 
Effects of Mercy, under the Misfortune 
of Confinement and violent Death, it 
ought to be their principal Buſineſs, who 
come into theſe Circumſtances, not to 
neglect it, but make the beſt Advan- 
tage of it they are able, ſince whatever 
Time they then loſe is irrecoverable. 


Uſing therefore all poſſible Endeavours 


to ſuppreſs immoderate Sollicitude, and 


all manner of Diſquiets, they are to con- 


fider their preſent Buſineſs, and permit 
nothing to take them off it: For this 


End they are daily to raiſe up their Hearts | 
and Hopes to God, and beg him to be 
their Director, in the Preparation they 


are to make of appearing before him. 

Before Trial they are every Day te 
commit their Cauſe into the Hands o 
God, and endeavour to compole their. 


Minds, for whatever he ſhall appoint as 


knowing all to depend on him; and thar. 
Judge and Jury are only to declare wha 
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ract i'd, when the Time is not deter- 
min'd; that Uncertainty, which God has 
ordain'd with a Dog of obliging us to 


4 1 
> J. 
$2 


de 


5 
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I 
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he has already decreed : Which may be YC 


gone thus vl 
| | Y al 

A Daily Prayer before Trial. m 

th 


God, in whoſe Power areall Things, 
and without whoſe Order or Per- h. 
„ miſſion nothing happens in this I it! 
World, I recommend my ſelf and my IN 
Cauſe entirely into thy Hands. Beſeech- 
Ing thee to appoint every Thing belong- II 
Ing to me, as ſhall be moſt conformable t 
to thy bleſſed Will. I lay before thee If 
my Deſires of meeting a favourable Sen- Ie 
tence, but if thou know'ſt this not to I { 
be beſt for me, do with me as thou pleaſ- I t 
eſt : I am thy Creature, and ought to I « 
have no other Will but thine 3 and there- : 
1 
| 


fore whatever my Deſires are, as to Li- 
berty and Life, I defire now to renounce 
- all theſe, and lay them down at thy Feet, 
leaving all to the Diſpoſition of thy in- 
finite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, with an 
Aſſurance of that being beſt for me, which 
thou ſhalt appoint. EI 
I know, as the Birds of the Air are in 
thy Care, as there falls not a Leaf from 
a Tree, or a Hair from my Head, but by 
thy Providence; ſo I likewiſe am a Part 
& thy Laſt 2 7 that nothing ſhall 1k 
e but by thy Appointment, in this 
e e Confidence 


> 
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Confidence I defire to reſt, as knowing 
whatever Powers are over me, they are 
un Subject to thee, and that they cannot 
move one Step in my Concern but by 
thy Permiſſion 3 and therefore whate- 
yer they determine, muſt be what thou 


. E haſt ordain'd for me, they being only 


the Inſtruments of thy Mercy or Ju- 
ſtice. | 

Being therefore thus entirely in thy 
Hands, what have I to doubt, or what 
to fear > Nothing, O my God, but my 
ſelf; and therefore mov'd by the Senſe 
of my own Weakneſs, I rake my pre- 
ſent Addrets to thee, humbly befeeching 
thy infinite Goodneſs to have Compaſſi- 
on on me, to give me that inward Strength 
and Steadineſs of Mind, as to embrace, 
with true Peace and Submiſſion, whatever 
thou ſhalt manifeſt to be thy Will; and 
that I may receive the Verdict of my Ju- 
ry, as if pronounced by thy facred Mouth; 
ſince I acknowledge it is thou that ſpeak- 
eſt, and determ in'ſt my Lot by them. For 
this End, I beſcech thee to direct both 
my Judge and Jury, as likewiſe to ſtand 
by me, and be my Canter to put Words 


7 


into my Mouth, and help me in my De- 


tence; deliver me from all Sollicitude 
and Surprize, and permit not falſe Wit: 
neſſes, Prejudice or Paſſion, to prevail 
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againſt me. Thus, O0 my God, I leave 
my ſelf, both as to Liberty, Life, or Death, 
in thy Hands: I have nothing, but what 
thou haſt given me, and thou may'ſt 
take it away, when thou pleaſeſt: Do | 
with me, as it {hall ſeem good in thy 
Eyes: Lord, thy bleſſed Will be done. 

Confirm me, I beſeech thee, in this Dif: | 
poſition, to the End of my Life. 
Preparation being thus daily made for 
Trial, the reſt of the Day ought to be 

employ'd in Prayer, and other holy Ex- 
erciſes, for obtaining a true Conformity 
to the Will of God; in which The Chri- 
tian daily Exerciſe may be a great Help, as 
containing Devotions very proper for 
this End : But above all, a principal Por- 
tion of every Day ought to be let apart 
for the Priſoner's making his Peace with 
God, by a fincere Repentance and hum- 
ble Confeſſion of the Sins of his whole 
Life, in which the fame Book may be 
very ſerviceable, as likewiſe that ſhort 
Exerciſe of Repentance and Contrition 
ſer down in theſe Inſtructions, p. 115. 
On the Day of Trial he ought ina 
more particular Manner to recommend 
his Cauſe to God, earneſtly importunin 
him for his Protection and Detence : an | 
bowing down in the Spirit of true Hu- 
mility, to manifeſt his Reſolution of em: 
_ bracing 


: 
1 
J 
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bracing whatever ſhall appear to be his 
holy Will, in the Sentence that ſhall be 
pals'd upon him. A 


After Sentence of Diſcharge. 


Return thee, Almighty God, moſt 

hearty Thanks for the Favour thou 

haſt ſhew*d me in my Deliverance; I 
accept my Liſe now again from thy Hands, 
and as I have receiv'd it from thee, fo 
I now fincerely offer it to thee again, 
defiring to live in thy Service, and by | 
my Fidelity in the Obſervance of thy | 
law, ever to acknowledge the Mercy of | 
what I have receiv'd this Day. For this 
End, I beſeech thee, my God, to confirm 
me by thy Grace, that ſo being ftreng- 
then'd againſt all Temptations, no Pow-. 
er of Earth or Hell may be able to prevail 
againſt me. This is my fincere Defire ; 
confirm me in it, and give me Perleve- 
rance in all Good, for thy greater Glory, 
and the Salvation of my Soul. 


After Sentence of Death, 


G OD, thy Will be done. The 

Lord has given, the Lord takes a- 

way, bleſſed be the Name of our 

Lord, I receiv'd my Life from thy Fan, 
| an 
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and ought not I to ſurrender it when | 
thou demand'ſt it of me > Now thou haſt | 
ſent me a Summons, and in this mani- 
feſted thy Will to me; and as I acknow- | 
ledge thee to be my Lord, ſo I know tis 
my Duty to obey ; I wiſh I could do it 
chearfully, and without Reluctance; but 
tho' Nature be unwilling, yet, notwith- | 
ſtanding all Unwillingneſs, behold I no. 
bow down, and with all poſſible Sub- 
_ miſſion pronounce from my Heart, Lord, 
thy Will be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven. 
Lord, thy Will be done on Earth, as it 1s in Hea- 
ven. Lord, thy Will be done on Earth, as it 15 
in Heaven. | 
And if any Thing be wanting in my 
Heart of that true Submiſſion, which I | 
here profeſs with my Lips, pour forth 
thy Grace upon me, and ſupply, by the 
Power of thy Holy Spirit, whatever is 
wanting through my . Weakneſs : Teach 
me, I moſt earneſtly beſeech thee, to do 
thy Will ; and fince my Days are ſhort, 
let me want none of thy Aſſiſtance, which 
is neceſſary in my preſent Circumſtances, 
for making a happy End. Thou know'k 
all my Infrmity, and that of my ſelf Iam 
able to do nothing; but, O God, I be. 
lieve thy Grace is ſuſficient for me, and! 
hope through thy Aſſiſtance, to do all. 
Help me, O' Jeſus, and forſake not this 
9 5 miſerable 
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miſerable Sinner, who calls upon thee in 
the Day of Diſtreſs : Let thy heavenly 
Light ſhine upon me, and be my Com- 
fort in this Day of Darkneſs : Command 
a Calm within my Soul, and let all be 


there in Peace: Give me courage and 


Reſolution, that Courage which is the 
fruit of thy Holy Spirit, that I may bear 
up againſt the Terrors of Death: Give 
me Patience and true Conformity of Will, 
that L may ſuffer all thou haſt appointed 
for me, as becomes a Chriſtian and thy 


Diſciple, Help me, O Jeſus, and he to 


me a Jeſus; and permit me not to depart 
out of this World in thy Diſpleaſure, 


TH E Days after Condemnation ought 
to be employ'd by every one in the 
beſt Manner they are able, accord- 

ing to their different Circumſtances, in 
preparing for their laſt Hour : And, (in- 
this Preparation) Contrition and Repen- 
tance ought to have a principal Part; ſo 
that if begun before, it is now to be car- 
ried on and finiſh'd with all poſſible Di- 
ligence ? What remains of Life being now {| 
to be a Life of Penance ; for this End the | 
Penitential Pſalms may be a proper Ex- | 
erciſe for every Day, with ſuch otherPray- 
ers and Devot ions, as move the Heart to a 


Deteſtation of Sin; It may be likewiſe 


adviſable 


234 Help for Priſmers: 
advyiſable to add Mortification to Prayer; 
and particularly to ſubmit to the preſent 
Difficulties of their State, in the Spirit of 
| Penance, accepting them from the Hand 
of God, as a Puniſhment juſtly due to 
their Sins, and accompany theſe with a 
voluntary Abſtinence from Wine and 
ſtrons Drink, and even Faſting with 
Bread and Water, if they are able to bear 
it. In this penitential and humble Way 
they ought daily to make their Petiti- 
ons to Heaven, asking for Patience, for 
Reſignation, for Contrition, and for a | 
| ſincere Love of God, and of their Neigh- 
bour, and daily exerciſe . their Souls in 
Acts of theſe Virtues,” in which the foor 
Man's Manual may be a great Help. But he- 
cauſe the Apprehenſion of approaching 
Death may cauſe great Diſturbance, and 
by immoderate Sollicitude hinder the 
quiet Performance of theſe Exerciſes, 
therefore Idefire them every Day to ſpend 
ſome Time in conſidering the following 
| Points. * 


That we are all born into thy World 
to die; that none are exempt from this 
a 

1. Gt 
| That the Difference is not great, whe- 
ther we die this Week, this Year, or the 
| next. 
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next. How ſhort, and even nothing» 
are all the Years now paſt ! The ſame 
it would be, were there yet many more 


III. 5 

If we are to die this Week or the next, 
is it not the ſame with many others: 
Every Week in London carries away near 
five Hundred Perſons : So many, that are 
now Alive, will be gone before the End 
of the next Week : Their Sentence is al- 
ready paſt, and will moſt certainly be exe- 

cuted without Reprieve. 0 


IV. - 
The Sentence of Death, whether natu- 
ral or violent, is pronounc'd by the 
Mouth of God, in whoſe Hands we all 


are, and to whom all are bound to ſub- 
mit. 


: V. 

The great Concern is to be prepar'd 
for it. Where Death meets this Pre- 
paration, there Death is a Mercy; and 
tis of little Concern when it comes, or 
m what Manner it comes, whether by 
Diſtemper or Violence; though in reality 
there is no kind of Death, but what is 
violent, 


VI. 
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. 3 
That to foreſee the Hour of Death, and 
have Time appointed to prepare for it, 
has a great Advantage and a very great 
Mercy accompanying it. 


VII. . 
How many of thoſe, who are to die 
before the End of the next Week, will 
be ſurpriz'd by ſudden Death, even in 
the midſt of their Sins, without Re- 
pentance, or the Thoughts of Eter- 


nity 2 1 

5 Eg BA T0 

How many, through the Violence of 
Diſtemper, or faulty Delays, will be ſnatch- 
ed away unprepar di 


Might not this have been my Misfor- 
tune, had God permitted me to have wait - 
ed for a natural Death? | 


X. | 

Might not I have been at length taken 
off by ſudden Death, or died without Re- 
pentance ? | 1 5 


5 
Can I tell what Ways I might have 
taken? And whether, by my W ickednels, 
| | 5 | Imight 
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1 11 not wholly have departed from 
God? 


XII.“ 
It is therefore good, what God has at 
preſent ordain'd for me: There is Mer- 
cy in the Fore-fight of Death, and in 
* Time, he has given me to prepare for 
T It. | 


XIII. 7 
A natural Death might have leſs Ter- 
ror, but in that I might have wanted 
* Ad vantages, which are now grant- 
ed me. 


NIV oi 
If my Death be violent, was not that 


of my Redeemer fo too? Did not the A- 


poſtles and Martyrs finiſh their Courſe by 
the Hands of Execut ioners?: > 
| XV. | 
I have in this an Opportunity of Offer- 
ing my Life a Sacrifice to God, and of be- 
ing more cloſely united, by my Suffer ings, 
to Chriſt expiring on the Crols. 


Oe dt Pb 
If he being Innocent accepted that 


Death for my Sins, way ſhould not I ac- !' 
1 cep 
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| cept this, who have been Guilty of ſo 


many Offences ? | 


4: XVII. 
This Death is a Puniſhment juſtly due 
to my Sins: And it is not a Mercy thatGod 
punithes me here? May I not hope that 


hae has not reſerv'd my Puniſhment for 


-:- hereafter? © 


XVIII. 
If I conſider how great a Part of my 
' Life I have taken away from God, and 
' mis-ſpent in Sin, 'tis but juſt he ſhould 
take away from me what remains,. and I 
may be happy in furrendring it to him. 


XIX. | 


If J caſt my ſelf entirely upon the Mer- | 


cy of God, will he not ſhew me Mercy 
now, and ſtand by me as much, as if I 
were to die in my Bed? 


XX. 

MMWhat js my Suffer ing, if compar'd. to 

the Suffer ings of Chriſt; to the Torments 
of Hell, which J have defery'd 3 to the 
Bleſſings I have received ; to the eternal 
Happineſs, which I hope for? All I can 
ſufter is nothing; I accept it all; Lord, 
thy Will be done. 57 


"by 
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By theſe and ſuch like Conſiderati- 
ons, the Priſoner may daily endeavour 
to calm all ſolicitious and diſquieting 
Thoughts, and compoſe his Soul both for 


à fincere Repentance and Confeſſion of 


his Sins, and for Receiving the holy Com- 
munion, in preparing for which he may 
ind ſome Help in the ſhort Exerciſe 
above, p. 140. And he ought not to 
fail of Receiving it, that from this Bread 
of Life he may hope to partake of the 
spirit of Chriſt, ſo neceſſary in the Time 
of ſuffering, and be interiourly ſtreng- 
then'd for meeting Death with Courage. 


On the Day of Execution. 


Aving employ'd the firſt Part of 

the Morning in Prayer, in pro- 
ſtrating himſelf with the moſt pro- 

found Humility and Obedience be- 
fore God, in ſincerely offering himſelf, 
his Life, and all to God, in begging all 
neceſſary Helps of God, as Patience, 
true Conformity of Spirit, Courage, &c 3 
and having caſt himſelf upon the dj- 
vine Mercy and Aſſiſtance; when the 
aſt Meſſenger of Death comes, he ought 
to look upon him as bringing News of 
the Spouſe coming, and calling him to 
80 forth and meet him: He ought in 
. | | Spirit 
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Spirit to cry out, faratum Cor meum; 
Deus, My Heart is ready, O Lord, wyl 
Heart is ready: And bowing down as in! 
Obedience to the Voice of God, go forth 
with a Spirit compos'd, as much as may 
be, expreſſing a Senſe of his Circum.! 
ſtances, and yet with ſuch a Confidence 
in God, as not to be overwhelm'd or de- 
jected. Jaac going to be offer'd a Sacr; 
fice, and Chriſt being led as a Sheep to 
the Slaughter, without opening his Mouth, 
ought to be the Priſoner's Pattern. 
Going to Execution he is to raiſe his 
Thoughts to God, in earneſtly begging| 
his Aſſiſtance and ſupporting Grace, and 
exerciſing his Heart in Acts of Contrit;- 
on, Reſignation, Hope, Confidence, Loye 
of God, c. as thus, 2 4 


Going to Executions 1 


God, accompany me, I beſcech 
Thee, go.along with me, and help 
me now in my laſt Hour. 


Be to me a God and Protector, and 
ſtrengthen me by thy Heavenly Grace, it 
this Time of my Diſtreſs, _ | 

Confider not my Unworthineſs, for! 
confeſs I am a miſerable Sinner, and de 
ſerve Puniſhment. 


- wn wn... 


1 
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My Sins have been without Number, and 
multiply'd above the Hairs of my Head. 

But deal not with me according to my 
Sins, neither reward me according to my 
Iniquities. „„ Nel 

But accord ing to the Multitude of thy 
tender Mercies, have Compaſſion on me, 
and blot out all my Iniquities 

O Father of Mercies, and God of all 
Comfort, look down on this miſerable 
Creature, and have Pity on me. 

It grieves me now from my Heart, that 
I have fo often offended againſt Thee. 
O that J had never finn'd ! O that I never 
tranſgreſs'd thy Law! : CE, 
All my Miſery is from my ſelf; but 
my Comfort and Relief muſt come from 

hee. e 

Deſpiſe not, I beſeech Thee, the Sa- 
crifice of an humble and contrite Heart, 
and forgive me all my Sins. mY 

Look not upon them, but upon the 
Blood and Paſſion of thy only Son ; and 
through the Merits of his Sufferings, ſhew 
Mercy to me. WEIS 

It is in my Redeemer, who laid down 
his Life for me, I place all my Confi- 
ence, 4 ah 

Since he is become my Advocate, and 
T have his Blood to plead for me, W 
Mould I fear? 4 
9 0 : Fear 
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Fear not, my Soul, but ſeek Refuge in 
thy Sayiour's Wounds: If thy whole 
Truſt be there, thou canſt not be for. 
faken. 5 3 

O Jeſus, in Thee I put my. Truſt; © o 
Jeſus, be now to me a powerful Redee- 
mer, „„ | ET 4 
Shelter me now under the Shadow of 
thy Wings, and ſtand by me in the Day 
of Tribulation. MY 
Thou, O Jeſus, art the Refuge of the 
- Miſerable, and Comfort of Sinners, viſit © 
me now with heayenly Comforts and 
Strength; and while the World is againſt © 
me, be thou my Defence, and ſupport ' 
me. 4 
Remember, I beſeech Thee, that ex- 
ceſſive Grief, which ſeiz'd Thee in the 
Garden, and {end now Relief to my ſink- 
ing Spirit. 1 

beſeech thee by all thoſe Torments 
Thou ſuffer'dſt for the Sins of Men, to 
have Compaſſion on me, and help me 
now in this Hour. 1 

Obta in for me that Spirit of Confor- 
mity and Meekneſs, with which Thou 
carriedſt thy Croſs to Mount Calvary, there 
to die for our Sins. 5 Pra 

I defire my Soul ſhould be united to 
Thine, my Suffering and Death to Thane, | 
that ſo my Sacrifice may be acceptable, 
es whic! 


Lo 
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 F which can only find Acceptance through | 
Thee. . 

Now, O Jeſus, I place my ſelf by Thee 
nin the Garden, by Thee at the Foot of 
che Croſs, and as there thou didſt offer 
thy ſelf to thy eternal Father, ſo I now 
ofter my ſelf to Thee. | . | 

J offer my ſelf to ſuffer that Death, 
thou haſt appointed for me; that Death, 
which is due to my Sins: I ſubmit to 
all the Reproach and Confuſion of it, T |} 
hope by Patience and Perſeverance, thro? | 
the Merits of my Redeemer, to obtain 
Pardon of my Sins. 5 

Help me, O my God, in this my laſt 
Hour; thou who haſt ſtrengthen'd the 
Martyrs in all their Suffer ings, ſtrengthen 
me now in mine. 25 „„ 
Infuſe into my Soul a true Love of | 
thee, that in perfect Charity I may give | 
up my Soul to thee. | 
Nothing is hard to a Soul, that truly | 
loves thee; give me now, I beſeech | 
thee, O God, this Love. 1 
Is it not my God, that calls me? Are 
they not his Orders, I obey ? Go on then, 
my Soul, embrace chearfully the Will of 
thy Lord, 1 : 
If he demand thy Life, give it into his 
Hands; he demands nothing, but what 
O 2 | 1s 


6 2 13 OR” 


| 244 Help for Priſoners: | 
| 3s his3 ſurrender it all, and rejoice in ful: | 
| filling his Will. OD — 
What is thy Life here, compar'd to 
that Life to come; And if he will e, 
change now this Life of Miſery into a 
Life of Joy, where is thy Unhappineſs> *' 
Lord, thou art good and merciful in 
all thy Ways, do with me as Thou plea- 
— I have no Exception againſt thy Or- 
ers. | : | 
Only give me thy Grace, that nothing 
be wanting on my Part; then do all Y 
that ſhall ſeem good in thy Eyes. 1 


&S 


—_ ——_ — 2 @ 2 2 


Here, as Time will permit, it may be pro- 
der to add thoſe ſhort Prayers above, fitted 
| for the Approach of Death. Thoſe Ads of Hope 
| and Charity, . 105. or the Adt of Contri- 
tion, p. 114. e SS 


Ai the Place of Execution. 


AT Sight of it, let the Priſoner bow 
down in Conformity to the Will 
of God, and then make a new Ob- 

lation of himſelf, confeſſing and adoring 


7 
n 
i 
!'2 
. 
1 
N 
ff 


the Juſtice of God, 
13 for mak ing Speeches there, eſpecial- 
ly ſuch as are a Burthen to the Memory, 
I cannot adyiſe it; becauſe this muſt be a 
# Hindrance to other Thoughts, and 1 
'q | O 


1 
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Hoff the Mind from it's better Work, in 
FJ which all Loſs is irrecoverable. If any 
FJ Thing be neceſſary for publick Satisfact i- 
Jon, or doing Right to others, this is 
F beſt left in Writing; beſides this, few 
IJ Words, to expreſs his Charity in which 
he dies, may be ſufficient. His chief Bu- 
F fineſs is to ſpeak to God, which he may 
ö do thus, e 
Jeſus Chriſt, Fountain of Mercy, have 
Compaſſion on thy poor Servant, and 
help me in this laſt Moment, help me 
in this time of Diſtreſs. Let thy Death 
and Paſſion plead for me, and ſtand be- 
twixt my Soul and the divine Juſtice, 
I give my ſelf wholly into thy Hands, 
reject me not: Now, Lord, according to 
thy good Will, ſhew Mercy to me ; com- 
mand my Soul to be receiv'd in Peace, 
for thou haſt redeem'd me, O God of 
Truth. Lord Jeſus, let theſe ſweet Words 
found in mine Ears, This Day thou ſbalt be 
with me in Paradiſe. ET | 
Receive me, my crucify'd Jeſus, into 
thy loving Arms, which were ſtretch'd 
forth for: me on the Croſs; receive me 
into thoſe Embraces, of thy. infinite Cha- 
rity, and draw my Soul to thee: Re- 
ceive me, good Jeſus, in thy Mercy: receive 
my Soul in Peace, Tn ll 


0 3 Mer« 
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Merciful Jeſus, thou art my Strength 
my Refuge and my Deliverer. In thee [ 
believe, in thee T hope, and thee only 
defire to love. Call me now, I beſeech! 


| thee, and I will anſwer; ſtretch forth thy 


Hand of Mercy to the Work of thy 
Hands, and let me not periſh, whom' 
thou haſt redeem'd by thy precious Blood. 
Tis time for Duſt to return to Duſt, 
and my Spirit to thee who gav'ſt it: O- 
pen then, Lord, the Gate of Life, and 
receive me, molt merciful Lord, accord. 
ing to the Multitude of thy tender Mer- 
cies, who receiv'd the Thief on the Croſs, 
and now prepare my Soul for hearing 


the ſame Promiſe of Mercy which he did. 


Now, Lord, let thy Servant depart in 


Peace, according to thy Word. But re- 
member I am but Duſt, and therefore 


enter not into Judgment with thy poor 
Servant, for how can I be juſt ify'd in thy 
Sight, but by thee > All my Hope 1s from 


thy infinite Goodneſs and Mercy, which 


is able to purify my Soul, and cleanſe 
me from all my Iniquities. In this Hope, 
and with this Hope I now beg of thee 
to manifeſt thy Goodneſs, and receive 
my Soul into thy eternal Kingdom. 

In the Confeſſion of thy Name I de- 


BE fire to breathe out of My laſt; receive me 


therefore according to thy great m_ 


* 
% 


rere 
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Open to me the Gate of Life, and ſecure 
me againſt all the Powers .of Darkneſs 3 
let thy Hand conduct me into the Place 
of Refreſhment, the Place thou haſt pre- 
par'd for thoſe that fear thee. | 
Thou know'ſt 0 Lord, my Life has a- 


J bounded in Sin and Miſery, but thou a- 


boundeſt in Mercy; and therefore in the 
Spirit of Humility and a contrite Heart, 
I now beſeech thee to receive me, O good 
ſeſus, the Life and Health of my Soul. 

Jam the loſt Sheep that now returns 
to my Shepherd, I have heard thy Voice, 


and deſire to follow it: And car'ſt thou | 


now deſpiſe the Cry of thy poor Sheep 
who runs to thee for ſhelter > Receive 
him now, Ibeſeech thee, into thy Fold. Haſt 


not thou commanded all to come to thee, | 


and promis'd to hear and help thoſe, that 
call upon thee in the Day of Tribulation ? 
Behold I call upon thee, Lord; behold 
Tribulation is upon me, and there's none 
that can ſave me, but thou, my good Je- 
ſus, Save me, O Jeſus, in this Hour. 
Chriſt Jeſus, who was crucity'd for 
our Redemption, I beſeech thee, by that 
Love, which brought thee from Heaven, 
to have Compaſſion on me : Forgive me 
all my Sins, and by the Merits of thy bit- 
ter Paſſion ſatisfy for all my Failings, and 
ſupply all my Defects... Dilpoſe now my 
TY 7 7 1 A ou 
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Soul, that I may be prepar'd to go forth 
to meet thee. Grant me true Patience 
and perfect Reſignation in my laſt An. 
guiſh; confirm my Faith, ſtrengthen me 
in Hope, and perfect me in Charity, that 
departing hence, my Soul may be receiy'( 
into thy: Mere. 

O Dear Redeemer, by that Diſtreſs 
which thou ſufferedſt on the Croſs, when 
thou criedſt out to thy eternal Father, 
I beſeech thee to have Meroy on me in 
my Extremity; and at the Time, when 
J cannot ſpeak for myſelf, ſpeak thou 
for me, who art the eternal Word, and 
to whom the Father will refuſe nothing. 
0 God be merciful to me a Sinner: | 
O God, be merciful to me a Sinner: Lord 
Jeſus, into thy Hands I commend my 
Spirit: Lord Jeſus, receive my Soul. 
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